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Drought in California  

The Issue: 

The issue that I am investigating is about drought in California that has suffered from severe 

drought recently. As global warning and climate change are becoming more and more noticeable, 

I think we need to take more actions to alleviate the situation. No matter which part of the world 

we are from, we are responsible for keeping the Earth a more desirable place to live in. 

Topic & Focus: 

For this project, I am interested in finding out the awareness level of international students at 

USC on the environment issues with a focus on drought. USC is one of the universities that have 

the most foreign students. With this resource and opportunity, I can have access to the rich 

population to study from a multinational or cross-cultural perspective. My overall goal of the 

research is to understand the question: who is responsible for the level of awareness? Is it 

government, or education that a person is getting, or personal belief and value? Eventually, I 

want to give suggestions based on my findings. 

Research Questions: 

I have two specific questions that I want to find out from my research. 

• What are the levels of awareness of international students on environment issues (drought) 

in their own countries? 



• What are the levels of awareness of international students on environment issues (drought) 

in California? 

Research Method: 

I choose interview as a main method for my research because it allows me talk to the participants 

face to face. In addition, interview enables me to ask more insightful question and to follow up 

with their response. I filmed the interview response from all the participants to keep record on 

the information for future use. The subjects of my research are international students at USC. 

Due to time limitation, I was only able to interview 7 subjects in total. Five students are random 

selected and two students are recruited from a science background. I want to know and compare 

what the level of awareness of the problem based on people’s different background. I don’t have 

any prior relationship with any of the subjects, so I want to reduce the sampling bias as much as I 

can. During the interview, I spent 30-40 minutes to interview each person. I talk to each 

interviewee for approximately 6 to 10 minutes. First of all, I spent around 5 to 10 minutes to 

provide the subjects with the topic that I research on. Establishing a rapport with interviewees is 

important and necessary. In that way, people can trust me more and can be more open with their 

responses. 

 

 

 

 



Main Results: 
 
Country of 
Interviewee 

Level of Awareness 
(Home Country)  

Level of Awareness 
(California) 

Environmental 
Issues in Home 
Country 

Belgium 
 

High  Low Nuclear Energy 

Switzerland 
 

High Low N/A 

Finland  
 

High High N/A 

Japan  
 

Medium Medium Nuclear Energy, 
Extreme Weather 

China (1) 
 

Medium Low Drought, Pollution, 
Flood 

China (2) 
 

Medium Low Drought, Pollution 

China (3) 
 

High Medium Drought, Pollution, 
Flood 

 

Major Findings: 

From talking to different subjects from different countries, I gathered a lot of interesting 

information about their perception and awareness level of the environmental issue in their home 

countries and drought issue in California. The findings that I want to highlight are in the 

following: 

• Drought is present in some countries such as China. Countries such as Belgium, 

Switzerland, Finland and Japan have other environmental challenges. In this case, rather 

than focus on drought, I focus my interview more on the awareness level of the 



environmental issues that are present in subjects’ countries and the governmental 

regulations.   

• Subjects are aware of environmental issues and the governmental regulations in their home 

country. However, the overall awareness level of drought issue is medium or low in 

California. Possible reasons to explain the discrepancy: subjects have not been in California 

for a long time. Subjects from the European countries (Belgium and Switzerland) are 

foreign exchange students who have been in Los Angeles for just around two months. The 

female student from Finland is a graduate student who just arrived in Los Angeles this 

August. Therefore, students have not been familiar with Los Angeles or California yet. The 

second reason is that all international students mention that they don’t suffer from water 

insufficiency at USC or in Los Angeles. They always get enough supply of water. Thus, 

foreign students who I interview with have a relatively low awareness of the drought issue 

in California. When I informed them about the severely current condition of drought in 

California, they find it surprising and unexpected. The third reason that students are not well 

aware of the drought problem in California is that they admit that they read little news from 

the local newspaper about environment. They pay more attention to other sessions such as 

economy and entertainment on newspaper. 

• Subjects are highly aware of the environment issues in their own countries, and they are 

able to tell me the actions that government is taking to solve the problems. Especially 

students from European countries share their knowledge of the governmental regulations in 



their home countries. In Europe, they actively engage in actions to protect the environment. 

For example, they have good habits to recycle not only paper and plastic materials, but also 

water. In Japan, recycle trash cans are available at every main streets and at schools in big 

cities. The international student from Finland says that people often take public 

transportation in Finland and use little of plastic bags. In terms of government regulations, 

students are aware of what the government is doing, and they respond to the governmental 

regulations by taking actions from the individual level.  

Discussion & Takeaway & Suggestion: 

Because of the interview, I am able to obtain insightful ideas to answer the question I have. Who 

is responsible for increasing the level of awareness of environmental problems? Is it from the 

government that implements regulation, or the education that a person is getting, or any belief 

and value that a person has? In my opinion, I think it is a combination. All three sectors are 

responsible for the efforts to increase awareness of environmental problems such as drought.   

1) Individual 

From the individual level, personal value and belief contribute to the level of awareness. If 

people don’t believe in global warming and climate change, they don’t care too much about 

environmental problems such as drought. People who are self-center or egoistic only pay 

attention to anything beneficial to them. They are more likely to exploit the resources for their 

own benefits. In additional, family education has a huge influence on people’s level of awareness 

and their willingness to take actions. For example, the international student from Japan informs 



me that her mother tells her not to waste anything since she is very little. People live close by in 

Japan, so her mother educates her to keep the streets clean in the neighborhood. She is raised in a 

family in which protecting the environment is part of the education. What the Japanese is true 

that I totally agree. From news and word of mouth, it is said that streets in Japanese cities are so 

clean that you can barely find a trash on the follow. From taking to the Japanese girl, I know the 

reason why the level of consciousness is so high in Japan. Therefore, I think family education 

has a significant influence on shaping one’s value and belief.  

2) Education 

Education is responsible for raising awareness level of environmental issue. Right now, there is a 

lack of environment-related classes and extra-curriculum activities at USC. Besides 

science-related majors, there are few classes about environment that are offered by the university. 

Students are not exposed to the issue at all unless they take some class or read news on 

newspaper. In addition, a couple of international students point out that they don't see a lot of 

efforts by USC to save water during the drought season. Indeed, I would argue that USC has low 

involvement in saving water on campus. For example, the fountain is constantly on. Although 

hand-washing sensors in restrooms do provide convenience to people, the sensors encourage 

further waste of water. Water remains running when people are walking away from the sensors. 

Therefore, I think university should provide more environmental-related courses, and university 

should take more actions to save water. If people see their university is doing something to save 

water, they will be more aware of the problem. 



3) Government 

A few suggestions that I want to provide to the California government to better raise the level of 

awareness of environmental issue such as drought are listed in the following paragraph.   

• Government can implement strict regulations and management of the water usage in 

California. Recently, the California government passed a law that there will be maximum 

$500 fine to punish those who are involved in any behavior of wasting water. I think 

government should take more similar actions and regulations to encourage people to save 

water. 

• In the period of drought, I think the water price rate should be raised in California. A cheap 

water price will not bring in high incentive to save water.  

• In terms of general environmental issues, government should encourage more recycle and 

decrease the use of plastic bags.  

Limitation of the Research: 

There are some limitations of my research. Fist of all, the duration of my research is about two 

and weeks. Since time is short, I only interview 7 subjects, so the sample size is small and may 

not be a good representative of the general population. There are international students from 

more than 100 countries at USC, so my subjects are not diverse enough. If I have more time, I 

will try to rule out the factors that I state above to improve my research. However, my goal is not 

to find a few samples that can represent the whole country. Rather, my intention is to find out 

what each international student thinks, and provide my own interpretation of the problem.  



Interview Questions 

• What is your country of origin? 

• Are you aware of any environmental issues in your country? 

• Are you aware of any governmental regulations/efforts to improve the environmental 

issues? 

• Do you take any actions/put in any efforts to improve the condition? 

• What do you think is the current environmental issue that California is facing? 

• Are you aware of or experiencing drought in California?  

• Does drought have any influence on your life in California? 

• What is your opinion of water usage in California or at USC? 

• Are you aware of any regulations/efforts done by the California government to improve the 

situation? 

• Do you take any actions or put in any effort to improve the situation? 

• Do you have any suggestions to USC, to the California government? 


