
1 
 

 

 

       DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Psychology 336L   Fall, 2012 
 

Dr. Frank Manis:   e-mail address: manis@usc.edu,  Phone: 213-740-6567; Office: SGM 525A 

LECTURE: MW 10-11:50 WPH B27, MW 2-3:50 THH 212 

OFFICE HOURS:  M 12-1 and 4-5, or make an appointment (M, W or Th) 

PREREQUISITE:   Psychology 100, equivalent to Psych. 100, or instructor’s permission 

REQUIRED TEXT:    The Growing Child, Custom Book by Denise Boyd and Helen Bee (2010) 

   + seven chapters of The Dynamic Child by Frank Manis (draft) 

WEBSITES: My Virtual Child (MVC), Blackboard 

TAs:  Samantha Waters (10 AM) and Mayuko Onuki (2 PM) 
 
Objectives of Course 

1) Learn the basic theories and findings that form the foundation for the modern science of child and 
adolescent development by means of reading and participation in class. 

2) Engage in critical thinking about child and adolescent development through class discussion and 
raising your own child on-line (see “My Virtual Child Website” section). 
 

Reading assignments 
 There is a required textbook, which contains 9 chapters excerpted from The Growing Child. We 
will only be using 7 chapters (3 through 9). Copies of the 9-chapter textbook are available in the bookstore 
at $88.69. It cannot be ordered on-line. In class I will explain why we are only reading 7 chapters, and 
discuss other options in class that are less expensive, including renting an e-text, buying a used paperback 
or reading one of the two copies on two-hour reserve at Leavey Library. Additional required reading 
consists of chapters 1 and 7-12 of a textbook I am writing, called The Dynamic Child.  These seven 
chapters will be available as pdfs on Blackboard. They are not available as a separate printed copy. If you 
want a hard copy of all or part of these chapters, you’ll need to print it out yourself. 
 
My Virtual Child Website and Reports (20% of course grade) 
 My Virtual Child (MVC) is an interactive website written by me (Frank Manis) and published by 
Pearson. I’ll give you a free access code on the first or second day of class and explain how to log on. 
You’ll be raising your own child on-line and writing about how your child’s development and behavior 
relates to concepts from the course. This activity is worth 20% of your grade. This is part of the reason this 
is called a Lab course (raising the child is a long-term lab activity for the class). 
 The purpose of MVC is to help students experience child development from a parent’s point of 
view. You and an imaginary partner will raise a “child” from birth to 18 years. You’ll write four 4-5-page 
papers (20 points each) analyzing your child’s development in the four periods of infancy, early childhood, 
middle childhood and adolescence. You’ll get a handout with scoring rubrics for the reports. Reports are 
turned in as hard copies. We deduct 2 points every full day a report is late, including weekend days, to a 
maximum of 10 points. This means you can turn the reports in later in the class and receive a maximum 
deduction of 10 points. Late papers can be turned in by 5 PM weekdays at the Psych main desk in SGM 
501 and have it stamped that day (1 point off for a half-day late paper).  
 I’ll explain more in class, but here are the basics. You log on and indicate your gender and the 
gender of your partner. You are told you have a baby girl or boy. You get to name the child and make 
choices about how the child will look. You fill out a brief questionnaire about yourself. The responses are 
used to construct a virtual child who somewhat resembles you physically, but more importantly, in terms of 
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personality and cognitive ability. Each child’s story is told through vignettes, accompanied by images of 
the child as s/he gets older. Each child will show typical developmental milestones, but also will develop 
along a particular path according to his/her own unique “genetic” profile, the parenting choices you make, 
and “random” environmental events. We will discuss your children in class, enabling you to see the variety 
in child development among the group.  
 A fifth report is available. It occurs at the end of MVC, and a copy will be posted on Blackboard. 
Each of the two questions on this report is worth 4 points, for a total possible of 8. These bonus points 
replace, but do not add to any bonus points earned for going beyond 20 in-class activities (see below). 
 
In Class Exams (70% of course grade) 
 Exam Overview. This class has three in-class exams, including the final, and all of them count (i.e., 
none can be dropped). Please note the dates for exams, including the final. Missing an exam without an 
excuse is grounds for receiving a “0” on it. Contact me as soon as possible if you cannot be present to take 
the exam on the scheduled date due to illness, participation in an athletic event, family or personal 
emergencies or religious observance. You need approval from me prior to missing an exam, and we will 
need to schedule a make-up exam. If you are unable to notify me in advance, but you become ill or have an 
emergency shortly before one of the first two exams, you should leave a message on my answering 
machine (213-740-6567) or e-mail me (manis@usc.edu) as soon as possible. Describe the illness or 
emergency to me briefly. I will need written documentation. 
 There are no make-ups for missing the final because of the tight time line on turning in grades. If 
you become ill or otherwise indisposed and have to miss the final, meet with me to see if you qualify for a 
grade of Incomplete. If you qualify, we will need to fill out an Incomplete Grade contract, as required by 
the university. If you don’t fill out this contract, it is difficult to get a grade changed to Incomplete 
retroactively (i.e., you must petition). If you miss the final without filling out this paperwork you will get a 
D or an F in the class because of the losses to your point total. 
 What are the in-class exams like? They are a mixture of multiple choice and short answer 
questions. About 30% of the material on the exams is from lectures and is not found in the readings (mostly 
short answer questions), 40% of the material is covered in both class and readings (multiple choice and 
short answer questions), and 30% is unique to the readings (multiple choice questions). 
 Study Guides. There is generally too much information in textbooks to study and remember, 
including my own textbook!  I will post study guides for every chapter consisting of questions from both 
lecture and readings. You are responsible for knowing all of the study guide information for the exams. I 
recommend forming a study group early in the semester and working with your group members to find the 
answers to the study guide questions and to review them before the exam. You are welcome to “go solo” on 
this, of course. I will hold a review session prior to each exam (see schedule for dates; place to be 
announced). There are review questions in the textbook chapters (including mine). You should use these 
only insofar as they help you answer or review material from the study guides. You can also see me or the 
TA for additional help 
 
In-Class Lab Activities (10% of the grade) 
 We won’t have a separate lab meeting time because lab will be conducted during class. There will 
be about 24 in-class lab and writing activities that earn up to 2 points credit each. There are no make-up 
activities – you must be present to receive credit. All of the lab/writing activities are indicated in the 
schedule, although it is possible the topics will change or be moved around.  
 Some of the lab and writing activities involve analysis and discussion of your virtual child in small 
groups in class. Some include viewing videotapes of children and observing and analyzing their behavior. 
Some require you to do an exercise in class that gets you thinking about child and adolescent issues. Some 
involve writing a short essay in response to a prompt. The activities that are scored receive a score of 2 
(good effort), 1 (low effort) or 0 (didn’t do it). A few activities simply require you to be present and 
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participate in the class discussion, so in these cases we will rely on roll sheets, and everyone present will 
get a participation score of 2. Not all activities with a worksheet listed in the schedule will necessarily be 
turned in, so in these cases we will again use roll sheets. 
 We will count 20 of these in-class activities, so this means you can miss up to 4 without losing 
credit. Doing more than 20 in-class activities earns you up to 8 bonus points (up to 2 points per activity). 
 
Videos 
 I use videos often to illustrate child behavior and promote discussion, and several will be used for 
class exercises. Most are shorter videos (3-10 minutes). I can’t make all of the short videos available to 
watch outside class. If you miss class, get the Powerpoint lecture outline from Blackboard. If you see from 
the lecture outline that a short video was shown, get notes about it from another student or see me during 
office hours for a recap. I will try to insert the short videos into the Powerpoint presentations available on 
Blackboard, but I make no promises and some of them cannot be inserted. Longer videos (generally 30 
minutes and up) are printed in italics in the schedule. These will be on 2-hour reserve at Leavey Library, 
indicated by an (L). Right now there are several longer videos in the schedule. If any are added, I will 
announce this in class and on Blackboard. 
 
Attendance and Participation in Lectures 
 This is a highly interactive class with a lot of class activities, assignments, etc. This means that 
regular attendance, active note-taking and participation in the class are needed to get the most out of the 
course. I design lectures as clarifications and extensions of the reading assignments. This means there will 
always be some new information in the lecture that is not in the readings.  
 In a typical lecture/discussion, I won’t define terms from the book. To get the most out of lectures I 
recommend skimming the reading(s) assigned for the day, and becoming familiar with all of the key terms. 
Print out (or save on your computer) the Powerpoint slides (if provided) and bring them to class, as they 
will often contain much-needed graphics, definitions and quotes. I always pass out an outline in class and 
most of the time I am able to get the outline onto Blackboard by midnight of the day before class, so you 
can download it, save it and use it to take notes in class. I also recommend reviewing the lectures by 
answering questions in the study guide that pertain to the lecture. Often these questions involve material 
from both lecture and readings. 
 If you miss class, you are responsible for obtaining missing information. You can borrow another 
student’s notes or you can visit me during office hours for a recap.  
 
Policy on Electronic Devices Used in Class 
 This can be a huge issue in college and students and instructors sometimes have different views, so 
we will discuss this on the first day of class. My official policy is that the only device that should be turned 
on in class is a laptop, notebook computer or electronic pad. A recording device is also acceptable if you 
want to tape the lectures. All cell phones, iPods, etc should be turned off. If you have an emergency 
message you must send or receive during class, please excuse yourself, go outside class, and do it there.  
 I don’t believe in banning laptops because students can use them to download the slides for the day, 
take notes on the daily outline, and occasionally look up something online that contributes to class 
discussion. The biggest issue concerns WHAT ELSE students use their computers to do during class (shop 
online, social networking, e-mail, etc.). My opinion is that students who choose to do these things in class 
interfere with their own learning and that of others. But I believe there are ways to minimize this problem 
without banishing laptops from class or imposing “no Internet” rules that can’t be enforced. We will 
discuss this and come up with a class policy. 
 
Bonus Points 
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 There are two bonus point activities. First, you can earn up to 8 points for being present at in-class 
activities beyond the 20 that are counted as regular points. Second, you can earn up to 8 points for answering 
the bonus questions (fifth report) at the end of MVC. Combinations of these two are possible, but cannot 
exceed 8 points (e.g., 4 points of in-class activities + one MVC bonus question at 4 points = 8 points). 
 
Note on Academic Integrity 
 Students should follow all guidelines about plagiarizing and cheating given out by the University in 
the SCampus booklet, found at http://www.usc.edu/scampus. Violations will be punished according to USC 
rules. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing, the minimum penalty is generally an “F” in the class and 
referral to Student Conduct for further disciplinary action. If you have questions about academic integrity, 
consult SCampus or the rules posted at http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS. These guidelines make 
clear what does and does not constitute plagiarism or cheating. My Virtual Child is a copyrighted 
publication, so avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing or quoting rather than copying word for word. 
 
Note on disability accommodations 
 University policy provides academic accommodations to students who need assistance or alternate 
forms of learning or demonstrating their learning. Students requesting academic accommodations based on 
a disability are required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of 
verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP when adequate documentation is 
filed. Be sure the documentation is delivered to the Director of Disability Services as early in the year as 
possible. DSP is open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 – 5:00. The office is in Student Union 301; their phone number is 
(213) 740-0776. If you are not registered with DSP, but think you need a slight learning accommodation, 
please talk to me and we will see what we can do. 
 
Summary of Assignments 
 1. Exams 1 (90) + Exam 2 (80) + Exam 3 (110) = 280 points 
 2. Virtual Child reports: 4 @ 20 points each = 80 points 
 3. Class participation: 20 at 2 points = 40 points 
 Total = 400 points  
      Bonus points: Extra participation beyond 20 sessions (up to 8 points); MVC Bonus Report - two 
          questions at end of program (up to 8 points) = total of 8 possible bonus points 
           
Grading scale:   

Points  
Earned 

Percent 
Earned 

Letter  
Grade 

372-400 93-100% A 
360-371 90-92.999% A- 
348-359 87-89.999% B+ 
332-347 83-86.999% B 
320-331 80-82.999% B- 
308-319 77-79.999% C+ 
292-307 73-77.999% C 
280-291 70-72.999% C- 
268-279 67-69.999% D+ 
252-267 63-66.999% D 
240-251 60-62.999% D- 
Below 240 Below 60% F 

Calculating Grades: At any time during the course, 
you can calculate your current grade by adding “your 
points” and adding your “possible points.”  Divide 
“your points” by “possible points” & multiply by 
100. For example, suppose you earned 78 out of 90 
possible on Exam 1, got 17 out of 20 on Virtual Child 
Report 1 and earned 10 points from participation of a 
possible 12 points at the point when Exam 1 is 
returned for a total of 105 out of 120 possible. At that 
point you would have (105/120) x 100 = 87.5 for a 
B+ grade. If you have bonus points at the end, they 
get added in without changing the divisor. 
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Grade Tracker: Write down your grades in this table to keep track of your progress in this course. 
 
Course Assignments Possible Points Your Points 
INCLA (In Class Lab Activity) 9/5 2  
INCLA 9/10 2  
INCLA 9/12 2  
INCLA 9/17 2  
INCLA 9/19 2  
INCLA 9/24 2  
INCLA 9/26 2  
INCLA 10/3 2  
INCLA 10/8 2  
INCLA 10/10 2  
INCLA 110/15 2  
INCLA 10/17 2  
INCLA 10/22 2  

INCLA 10/24 2  
INCLA 10/31 2  
INCLA 11/5 2  
INCLA 11/7 2  
INCLA 11/12 2  
INCLA 11/14 2  
INCLA 11/19 2  
INCLA 11/26 2  
INCLA 11/28 2  
INCLA 12/3 2  
INCLA 12/5 2  
Total participation points  40  
Bonus points earned over 40 (possible 8)  
MVC Report 1 20  
MVC Report 2 20  
MVC Report 3 20  
MVC Report 4 20  
Total My Virtual Child points 80  

Exam 1  (Oct 1)  90  

Exam 2  (Oct 29)    80  
Exam 3  (final) (Dec ? or ?)    110  
Total Exam points 280  
Total Non-Bonus Points for the Course 400  
Bonus points (extra INCLA’s and/or VC Bonus Report) Max. of 8  
Total including bonus points:  Your total:  
Final percent: (your total/400) x 100 = final percent Final percent:  
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE (any changes to topics, days and due dates will be announced) 

BB = Boyd and Bee custom textbook; M = Manis draft textbook; L = video available at Leavey                      

Week Date Day Topic Reading Assignments Due 
1 8/27 M Course overview; Classic theories of development; 

Instructions for logging onto My Virtual Child 
M Ch 1 About me card  

 8/29 W Modern theories of development; Demo of My 
Virtual Child (MVC) 

M Ch 1 Log onto MVC by 
today – bring laptop if 
you’re having problems 

2 9/3 M Labor Day   
 9/5 W Genes and Environment; Prenatal Brain 

Development; video The Baby’s Brain (35 min.) 
(L) 
 

BB Ch 3 Start raising MVC 
(need evidence of on-
line activity by today – 
2 pts) 

3 9/10 M Infant Physical and Motor Development; video 
The Baby’s World (30 min.) (L); take group photos 
 

BB Ch 4 (pp 
127-134) 

MVC parenting plan 
agreement (2 pts) 

 9/12 W Infant Brain and Perceptual Development; discuss 
MVC first 8 months; MVC parenting plans  

BB Ch 4 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

4 9/17 M Infant Cognitive Development – Piaget’s theory 
(home videos); alternatives to Piaget (videos) 
 

BB Ch 5 MVC Temperament 
worksheet (2 pts) 

 9/19 W Infant Learning, Memory and Language; language 
video exercise  

BB Ch 5 Language video 
worksheet (2 pts) 

5 9/24 M Infant Social and Personality Development; 
classify your virtual child’s temperament  

BB Ch 6 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts);  

 9/26 W Attachment; autism; infant video observation 
review activity (20 min.) 

BB Ch 6; 
autism (on 
Blackboard) 

Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts); 
MVC Report 1 due 
(20 pts) 

 9/27 Th Exam Review 5:30-7 PM (place TBA)   
6 10/1 M Exam 1 (M Ch 1, BB 3-6): 16 SA (32 pts) + 58 

MC (58 pts) = 90 pts  
 

  

 10/3 W Early Childhood Physical Dev. and Health – 
handedness, motor development, brain dev.; video 
The Child’s Brain (17 min.) (L) 
 

M Ch 7 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

7 10/8 M Early childhood health and safety; child 
maltreatment  

M Ch 7 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

 10/10 W Early Childhood Cogn Development – Piaget, 
theory of mind (video), numbers & living things 

M Ch 8 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

8 10/15 M Early Childhood Cogn Development –Information 
processing, eyewitness memory; Vygotsky 
 

M Ch 8 Personality type & 
parenting style 
worksheet (2 pts) 

 10/17 W Language development, influences on IQ, early 
childhood education & interventions for poverty 
 

M Ch 8 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

9 10/22 M Early Childhood Social Development – 
development of gender; classify MVC’s 
personality type 
 

M Ch 9 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 
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 10/24 W Early Childhood Social Development - parenting; 
spanking video; variations in parenting 

M Ch 9 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts); 
MVC Report 2 due 
(20 pts) 

 10/25 Th Exam Review 5:30-7 PM (place TBA)   
10 10/29 M Exam 2 (Ch 7-9) - 15 SA (30 pts) + 50 MC (50 

pts) = 80 pts 
 

  

 10/31 W Middle Childhood Physical Development - 
physical activity & sports participation; brain dev. 

M Ch 10 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

11 11/5 M Middle Childhood Physical Development - obesity; 
ADHD & learning disabilities  
 

M Ch 10 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

 11/7 W Middle Childhood Cognitive Development – 
Piaget, information processing, language and 
reading 
 

M Ch 11 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

12 11/12 M Middle Childhood Cognitive Development – 
intelligence, school achievement 
 

M Ch 11 MVC cognitive ability 
worksheet (2 pts) 

 11/14 W Middle Childhood Social Development –
understanding the self & others; moral dev.; family 
relationships; Do Parents Matter? (15 min.) (L) 

M Ch 12 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts) 

13 11/19 M  Middle Childhood Social Development – peers 
and the media; video The In Crowd (30 min.) (L) 
with worksheet 

M Ch 12 Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts); 
MVC Report 3 due 
(20 points) 

 11/21 W  Thanksgiving Holiday (through 11/25)   
14 11/26 M Adolescent Physical Development BB Ch 7 (13) Thinking about the 

whole child (2 pts) 
 11/28 W Adolescent Cognitive Development 

 
BB Ch 8 (14) MVC outcome 

worksheet (2 pts) 
15 12/3 M Adolescent Social Development; moral 

development lab activity 
 

BB Ch 9 (15) Moral dev activity (2 
pts) 

 12/5 W Adolescent Atypical Development; What Matters 
in Development; course evaluations 

BB Ch 9 (15) 
*Numbers in 
parentheses 
are the 
chapter #’s in 
the full text 

Thinking about the 
whole child (2 pts); 
MVC Report 4 due 
(20 pts); MVC bonus 
report due (8 points) 
or bonus Child 
Observation (8 pts) 

 12/12 W Exam Review time and place TBA   
 12/14 

2-4 PM 

Fri Final Exam (Ch. 7-9) –20 SA (40 points) + 70 
MC (70 pts) = 110 points (MW 2-3:50 section) 

  

 12/17 
8-10 
AM 

M Final Exam (Ch. 7-9) –20 SA (40 points) + 70 
MC (50 pts) = 110 points (MW 10-11:50 section) 

  

 


