
Fall 2012

Lecture Section 52555R  Mon. & Wed. 2:00-3:50 pm  Location  MHP B7B

Course Description and Outcomes

According to the course catalog, Principles of Psychobiology is the integrative study of bio-behavioral 
systems. Evolutionary, developmental, ecological, social, ethological, and physiological factors 
mediating representative behavioral and psychological phenomenon are examined in detail. 

The overarching goal of this course is to empower you as behavioral scientists with an understanding 
of both the content and conduct of science at the intersection of behavior and biology. My hope is that 
you come to appreciate the miraculous and mysterious person you are biologically as well as 
understand your deep biological connections with other humans and organisms on this planet. I also 
want you to feel informed, confident, prepared, and motivated to pursue advanced studies of the 
biological basis of behavior. 

Instructor InformationInstructor Information

Kimberle A. Kelly, PhD Office Phone: 213-740-9192

Office Location: SGM 529A Mailbox:  SGM 501

Email: akimkelly@gmail.com Include your name and section in all emails

On-site/phone hours (no appt. necessary): 

Tue: 11-12:30; 1:15-2:45
Wed: 10-11:30; 12:15-1:45

Online hours (email to reserve appt. time): 

Mon/Thu/Fri:  12-2

Course Management on Blackboard and Google Cloud Computing Services

Most course materials can be obtained from Blackboard beginning the first week of classes until the 
posting of final grades in December 2012. Most assignments will also be submitted via Blackboard. In 
some cases, course material and assignments will be managed through cloud-based computing 
services provided free of charge by Google. You will be provided access to these materials through 
posted links and email invitations. In order to access them, you may be required to create a gmail 
account (which you can link directly to your student email account). Your instructor can assist you 
with this setup if you have trouble accessing google-based documents.

First Things First

Do not hesitate to seek assistance from the instructor and your classmates. We are all in this together. 
All required knowledge and information will be included on Blackboard, which also serves as the 
route for course-related announcements and email. Incidentally, it is also the route to contacting you 
in the unlikely event of a campus emergency or personal emergency on the instructor’s part.  It is your 
responsibility to monitor Blackboard continuously throughout the course. In addition, the course is 
organized in such a way that it requires your ongoing participation and time management to perform 
in a successful manner. 
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Course Materials

• Text: The text is available in hardcover or paperback at http://www.amazon.com/Biological-
Psychology-James-W-Kalat/dp/1111831009/ref=dp_ob_title_bk or e-book rental options are available 
at www.cengagebrain.com/shop/ISBN/9781111831004?cid=APL1 or at the USC bookstore.

 Kalat, J.W. (2013). Biological Psychology (11th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

• Online Course Materials: The publisher has online materials for students at http://bit.ly/U5KQVV and 
instructors at http://bit.ly/NWnvm8 to support the textbook. You are encouraged to explore these 
materials to assist you with mastering course content from the textbook.

• Software: Outside of standard software for using the internet, preparing assignments, reports and 
presentations, you will use Excel, USC Library services databases, and cloud computing tools 
supported by Google. All free of charge!

• Personal Laptops, mobile devices, portable or online file storage: While laptops are permitted and will 
sometimes be used in lecture, there will be times when their use will be limited by the instructor. 
These devices should always be MUTED during lecture or lab, and no headphones are allowed. 

• APA Publication Manual: Since you will be required to use APA style in formatting your assignments 
in this course, you may find it useful to buy your own copy. Relevant details about APA style will be 
provided. 

 American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
 Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Course Requirements

• Most course lectures will include 5-point, individually-written assignment as part of the lecture 
activities. These vary among open-ended reflections, multiple-choice quiz questions, or analysis of 
findings. While attendance is not formally monitored for the class, you may not make up any 
lecture-based assignments outside of class. Your top 20 scores will be included in your final grade. 

• Spotlights on research:  You will be required to complete four 25-point assignments designed to 
develop your competence in accessing, understanding, and communicating the findings of scholarly 
references in areas of psychobiology that are interesting to you. One will be an oral presentation of 
5 minutes to the class about a specific study that is related to a current topic under discussion in 
the lecture. Another will be a comparison of studies that address a common research question. 
Assignments may include work in pairs or small groups or whole-class pooling, interpretation, and 
presentation of data. Sign-ups for topics will begin on the second day of class. Deadlines depend on 
the topics you sign up for, as we will attempt to incorporate student presentations at appropriate 
points in the syllabus.
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• A 100-point research proposal assignment will be completed with a partner, but the assignment is 
to be submitted as a paper by each student in their own words. The purpose of this proposal is to 
extend knowledge beyond the course content and what is currently known in the scientific 
community about a research question in psychobiology. You will develop this project over the 
course of the semester, and your final draft must be posted to Blackboard by the start of the 12/3/12 
class meeting. The final paper is due by the day of the final exam. This assignment will lose 5 points 
for every day it is late without an excused absence*.

• The 100-point final exam will be cumulative in the sense that is requires you to use material from 
throughout the semester, but it is an “open-book” final. You may use laptops in the final examination 
if you find it easier to type than hand-write your answers. The final will consist of two integrative 
essays, and other mixed-format close-ended questions. If you miss the final exam, you will be 
permitted to reschedule provided you 1) contact the within 24 hours of the missed exam, and 2) the 
absence is excused*.  

*An excused absence requires that you provide documentation from a university employee or 
physician stating that within 24 hours of the due date, you were ill, at a school-related event, or 
experiencing an unanticipated personal emergency. 

Grade Information

• Daily Lecture-Based Assignments  25%  (Top 20 5-point assignments)

• Spotlight on Research Assignments 25% (Four 25-point assignments)

• Research Proposal                              25% (100 points)

• Final Examination                              25% (100 points)
 
Grade Scale

The minimum percentage required to receive each letter grade below will NOT be adjusted.

  A 93% or better A- 90%
 B+ 87% B 83%  B- 80%
 C+ 77%  C 73%  C- 70%
 D+ 67%  D 60%  F below 60%
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Expectations for Student and Instructor Behaviors and Classroom Practices 

 For the Instructor and Teaching Assistants

• Communicate upcoming deadlines and reminders via the Blackboard Announcements system a day 

or two in advance, like homework assignments

• If possible, post slides in advance of lecture

• Do not rush through course material

• Do a quick overview of previous lecture at the beginning of class

• Do a quick preview of next lecture at the end of class

• Finalize course content each week in the course content area on Blackboard

• Post all course assignments on Blackboard with clear instructions and deadlines, in advance when 

possible and appropriate

• Always discuss assignments in class, both before they are due and whole-class feedback as well

• Grades are updated weekly for the assignments turned in the week prior

• Points are awarded on a consistent and fair basis

 For the Students

• Show up to class, preferably on time.  Fill the back seats/wall seats first. If you must be late, be 

sensitive to when you enter and minimize your intrusion

• Come to class prepared: Know your resources, completed assigned reading, have proper materials

• No loud or smelly food allowed in class, no food or drink allowed in labs

• Minimize side conversations when not requested 

• Do not use your phones:  Keep the volume down/muted, no earpieces, minimal texting

• Collaborate with others on problems, be supportive and reach out to those who seem to be 

struggling, do not be afraid to ask questions or seek help

• Be respectful of others:  Do not judge, be sensitive to how you respond, follow the “Golden Rule”

• Communicate openly and responsively 

• In your small groups, be especially sensitive

 -Work together as much as possible but not to the point where efficiency is sacrificed

 -Allow everyone to contribute and do not take all of the attention within your group

 -Be open and engaged in your group

 -What is discussed in your group, stays in your group, make the group a safe space

• Be responsible computer users

 -No unnecessary surfing, no vulnerable or questionable websites

 -Do not change the settings on university computers

 -Do not steal class or lab equipment

 -Do not forget to log off of university computers 
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Course Policies, Academic Integrity, and Seeking Help

Although the following comments are brief, they are extremely important to understand, as they 
constitute the official policies guiding the conduct of this course. You are accountable for them.

• You will receive feedback about your performance on all course-related tasks in a timely manner. 
All points assigned will be documented weekly on Blackboard. Changes to grades will only be 
made on the basis of instructor or TA error. The course adheres to standard university grading and 
course completion policies, available at http://www.usc.edu/dept/ARR/grades/gradinghandbook/
gradingpolicies.html.

• No cheating--it only cheats you of the learning you are here for. There is a tutorial and quiz that all 
students must take at http://www.usc.edu/libraries/about/reference/tutorials/academic_integrity/
index.php. An academic tutorial and quiz on Academic Integrity will be completed as part of lecture 3.

• If you are having personal trouble, seek help immediately from appropriate resources (if in doubt, 
contact Student Affairs, Counseling Services, http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/Health_Center/
counseling/. You should not disclose personal issues to your instructor or TAs.

• If you would like additional tutoring or help with writing, you can contact the Center for Academic 
Support at http://sait.usc.edu/academicsupport/centerservices/tutorlearning.html, or the Writing 
Center at http://dornsife.usc.edu/writingcenter/.

• I’ll say it again:  PSYC 320 is a labor intensive course that will require you to keep up on a weekly 
basis. Do not hesitate to seek assistance from the instructor and your classmates on course-
related material. We are all in this together. 

Accommodations

If you require accommodations beyond those provided in lecture and lab (e.g., assistance using a 
computer, taking notes, extra time for exams), you are required to work with the Disability Services 
Program (DSP) to provide documentation of the need and we will work together to provide the 
necessary accommodations for you. More information is available at http://sait.usc.edu/
academicsupport/centerprograms/dsp/home_index.html.

Extra Credit

You may participate in the USC Psychology Subject Pool for up to 20 course points, or 5% of your 
total grade. Each credit is worth 4 points. To receive credits for a course, you have to successfully 
complete the experiment AND complete an online form at https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/
viewform?formkey=dGtHbG1MVzhmdGdtRmpPZGZmZU1YVWc6MQ. All materials are due no 
later than 12/8/2012 by midnight, which is the day you are sent preliminary reports of your points by 
the Experiment Management System. See the documents on Blackboard from the subject pool TA 
Miao Wei, weimiao@usc.edu concerning the use of the subject pool. Any questions about the online 
form that you must complete should be directed to the course instructor. It is recommended that you 
take the online form questions with you and complete them immediately following the study.
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 Class Schedule  

The class schedule is a living document, which means that it can change. An updated syllabus will be 
available at all times on Blackboard.

!
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