
May 2010 

     University of Southern California    Department of Psychology  Vol 5.5 

Newsletter at a glance 

• Class of 2010 
 
• Did you know? 
• Have you read anything 

good lately? 
 
• Announcements  
 
• Blogging in Academia 

(Back row) Drs Nashla Feres, Katrina Vickerman, Jessica Brommelhoff, Poorni Otilingam,  
David Pan, Dawn McDaniel 

(Front row) Drs  Shelley Tom, & Sarah Duman 

Dr Jaclyn Ronquillo-Adachi 
Dr. John Moterosso 

Dr. David Schwartz 
Dr. Shelley Tom 

Master’s in Human Behavior Class of 2010 

(Back row) Janelle Quock, Christine Sathre, Samantha Bishop, Cristina Huizar, Stephen Ragusano,  
Grace Kobayashi, Tiana Dorneman, Promise McEntire  

(front row) Molly Oldeen, Kanhie Dom, Laila Ajabi, Rachel Wolff, Hala Mohammad, Kylah Castillo  
 

Dr. Laura Baker  
 Dr. Josh Isen 



 

 
 Volume 5 , Issue 5 Inside/Outside Page 2  

• The Social Behavior Lab website is now live.  It contains information about the lab, room availability, and a room 
reservation calendar. The URL is: http://college.usc.edu/labs/social-behavior/home/index.cfm  Please contact the lab 
manager, Eleanor Tate at eleanort@usc.edu if you have any questions. 

 
• Dr. Josh Isen (advisor Dr. Laura Baker) is now a postdoctoral associate at the University of Minnesota. 
 
• Lauren Spies ( advisor Dr. Gayla Margolin ) has been awarded an Annenberg fellowship for the academic year 2010-

2011. 
 
• Dr. Gue Xui has been awarded a grant from the Advancing Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Science Initia-

tive, for activities related to the project on “The Cognitive and Neural Mechanisms of the Gambler’s Fallacy” 
 
• John Christensen (advisor Dr. Stephen Read) has been chosen to participate in the Association of Pacific Rim Uni-

versities Doctoral Students Conference held in Jakarta, Indonesia in July 2010.  John will present his paper titled: 
"Perceived responsibility for environmental sustainability increases with reference group expansiveness."  

 
• Sharon Niv (advisor Dr. Laura Baker) has been invited to Singularity University’s Graduate Studies Program in Sili-

con Valley this summer.  The curriculum addresses cutting-edge  technologies, future forecasting, entrepreneurship, 
and bringing science to address the challenges facing humanity. 

 
• Drs  Brian Baucom and Miranda Barone have been nominated for the USC Parents Association Outstanding Teach-

ing and Mentoring Award.   
 
• Gurveen Chopra (advisor Dr. Steve Read) received a certificate of appreciation from the Teaching Assistant Fellows 

presented by the USC Center for Excellence in Teaching for his contributions to their program. 
 
• Summer Awards 2010:  Cecilia Poon (advisor Dr. Bob Knight) has been awarded a summer Dissertation Research 

and Writing Award, Lauren Spies ( advisor Dr. Gayla Margolin ) has been awarded an International Summer Field 
Research Award, Mylien Duong (advisor, Dr. David Schwartz) has been awarded a Diversity Enhancement Summer 
Stipend Award, Brynn Kelly (advisor, Dr. David Schwartz) has been awarded a Final Summer Dissertation Fellow-
ship, Erin Shelton (advisor Dr. Jack McArdle) has been awarded an EDGE travel grant to attend the Association for 
Psychological Sciences conference in Boston, Massachutes in May 2010. 

 

Full articles are posted outside SGM 538.  Please send your newest / best publications to Twyla Ponton, ponton@usc.edu 

 
• Hughes, T. F. , Andel, , Small, B.J. , Borenstein, A. R. , Mortimer, J. A. , Wolk, A, Johansson, B., Fratiglioni, L. , 

Pedersen, N. L., Gatz, M. (2010). Midlife fruit and vegetable consumption and risk of dementia in later life in Swed-
ish twins. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 18(5) , 413-420.  

 
• Isen, J., Raine, A., Baker, L., Dawson, M., Bezdjian, S., and Lonzano, D.I. (2010) Sex-specific association between 

psychopathic traits and electrodermal reactivity in children.  Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 119(1):216.  DOI: 
10.1037/a0017777. 

 
• Tuvblad, C., Isen, J., Baker, L.A., Raine, A., Lozano, D.I. (2010). The genetic and environmental etiology of sympa-

thetic and parasympathetic activity in children.  Behavior Genetics. DOI: 10.1007/s10519-010-9346-0 
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REMEMBER !  EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING IS  
COFFEE AND PASTRY IN ROOM SGM 501 

9:00 AM—11:00 AM 
 

 SPECIAL GUESTS  AT 9:30 AM—10:00 AM 
BRING QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS! 

 
 

 Celebrating Dr. Richard Thompson, April 28, 2010 

  Announcements & Events 

The Psychology Department and the Master’s in Human Behavior program wel-
comes Shannon Tarnutzer as its  new Program Specialist.   Shannon has  joined 
the program just in time to celebrate the first class through graduation and begin 
recruitment and interviews for the upcoming 2010-2011 class. 
 
 Shannon and her husband reside in Newport Beach. They have 2 daughters and 
are a Trojan family!  Prior to Shannon’s employment here she was and remains 
very active on the board of Orangewood-a charity in Orange County that pro-
vides all services to children who have been taken from their parents due to 
abuse. 
  
Her previous employment was in the apparel industry working as an executive 
for St. John Knits for 15 years. 
 
Shannon has many hobbies, but there is no doubt golf ranks number 1. 
. 

Shannon Tarnutzer, 
MHB Program Specialist 

Welcome Shannon Tarnutzer 
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Editor: Sandy Medearis 
medearis@college.usc.edu 

 Blogging in Academia:  What Can It Do For You? ….by Jason Goldman 
Is science blogging something that belongs to Science or to Journalism? 
Clearly more and more scientists are communicating online. In a time when 
mainstream media are obliterating their science departments, science blogging 
is growing, and the few science journalists left are increasingly turning to 
science blogs for story ideas. And so is the general public. A recent press re-
lease from ScienceBlogs indicated that the network, the top social media net-
work in the science category, had received 25 million pageviews in the first 
quarter of 2010 alone.  
 
When mainstream media does 
write about science, it is often 
(not always) unnecessarily over-
simplified, and it often (not al-
ways) contains serious mistakes 
or misleading conclusions. 
Mainstream science journalists 
are not always the most qualified 
people to place a new research 
finding in its proper context. 
And even the most responsible 
reader will have a hard time 
getting access to the original 
research papers covered by 
mainstream media. Many articles 
do not provide even the article's 
title or the journal in which it 
was published, and even if they 
did, the original research papers 
are usually stuck behind pay-
walls.This is where science blogs 
come in. But how can someone 
pick out which blogs might be 
interesting or credible? 
 
 
One important tool is ResearchBlogging.org which is a system for identifying 
the best, most thoughtful blog posts about peer-reviewed research. Each par-
ticipating blog is reviewed by a team of 24 other science bloggers, in a form of 
blog-based peer-review. In the News area, the editors share the best in re-
search blogging that week. Travis Saunders, who blogs at Obesity Panacea 
selects posts in health and clinical research. Jarret Byrnes and Vincent Ra-
caniello select posts covering various aspects of biology. I pick the best in 
Psychology and Neuroscience, and Dr. Skyskull rounds it out by picking posts 
from the rest of the research blogosphere that the rest of us hadn't selected.  

Another good way to find interesting blogs is through blog carnivals. Each 
week or month, bloggers compile a set of blog posts all centering around a 
common theme. Each time the carnival is hosted on a different blog. Some 
carnivals I have recently submitted to include the Carnival of the Blue, cover-
ing all things wet and salty (May edition at Observations of a Nerd) and the 
Carnival of Evolution (May edition at Springer's Evolution: Education and 
Outreach blog). 

Whereas the best scientific writing is decidedly impersonal and detached, 
some of the best blogging is hyper-personal. For example, Ambivalent Aca-
demic has just defended her dissertation, and begun her postdoc, and shares 
the ups and downs of the transition. FemaleScienceProfessor shares insights 
into the life of the full professor at a large research university in a field and 
department mostly comprised of men. Drugmonkey is a biomedical research 
scientist who writes about his favorite area of science (drugs), and also about 
navigating the maze of NIH funding. Christie Wilcox of Observations of a 

Nerd is a fellow graduate student in Hawaii, who writes about marine biol-
ogy, plus whatever else she finds amusing. Like every other blogger, they 
also post pictures of cute animals. Though instead of the typical cats or 
puppies, you might find more interesting animals, like squids or lionfish or 
the Tunisian desert ant. When a blogger chooses to blog about his or her 
own research, then the reader is afforded unique insight into the process of 
doing science. One recent example is Dr. Zen Faulkes's background to the 
research behind his recent PLoS ONE paper across several different posts 

at his blog, Neurodojo.  

Why do scientists blog, when 
they already spend so much 
time in research activities or 
teaching? Especially consider-
ing that most science bloggers 
do so in the little free time 
they have?  
I asked some fellow bloggers. 
Zen Faulkes, an associate 
professor of biology at the 
University of Texas-Pan 
American said: "I blog be-
cause I take the job of being a 
public intellectual seriously. 
And that means writing more 
than journal articles." Ed 
Yong, a professional science 
writer, who also blogs at Not 
Exactly Rocket Science said, 
"I love it and blogging gives 
me the best opportunity to 
infect other people with the 

same enthusiasm, which, ultimately, I think will benefit them."  

I think of blogging as good practice for writing about science in an accessi-
ble way. In the few short months since I began blogging, I've seen my cas-
ual writing, as well as my scientific writing, and even my classroom teach-
ing, improve dramatically. When writing on a blog you have to stand be-
hind your thoughts and defend your position in a very different way than in 
more formal scientific discourse. Blogging has also afforded me profes-
sional development opportunities that I never would have gotten otherwise, 
such as serving as a ResearchBlogging editor. It also provides me with 
unique access to other researchers, for example, I had an email conversa-
tion with Dr. Lucy King, about a recent PLoS ONE paper that she pub-
lished, because I wanted to verify a few things before blogging about it. Dr. 
Anna Wilkinson and Claudio Tennie commented on posts I wrote about 
their respective research. I have been added to Frans de Waal's email list, 
and have received preprints of his papers. I regularly receive requests from 
book authors or publishers to write book reviews, and recently had an email 
conversation with Dr. Daniel Simons about his upcoming book. (You 
might remember Dr. Simons as the creator of the invisible gorilla experi-
ment, included in every Intro Psych course.)  

Most of all, I think of my blog as the electronic version of me jumping up 
and down pointing at things that I think are interesting. If I can make some-
one else interested in science along the way, I consider my job to be done 
(and if I made a dollar or two, or got a free book here and there, that's not 
bad either). 

 h t t p : / / s c i e n c e b l o g s . c o m / t h o u g h t f u l a n i m a l / 2 0 1 0 / 0 5 /
academic_blogging.php 

Jason Goldman (advisor, Dr. Frank Manis)  

http://scienceblogs.com/thoughtfulanimal/2010/05/academic_blogging.php

