


U.S. Ambassador Kathleen 

Stephens visited USC on Febru-

ary 23, 2011, and spoke to an 

audience of about  65 people 

from the university and commu-

nity. Her lecture was followed by 

dinner with select USC students 

and USC KSI supporters. This was 

Celebrations.
Conferences. 
Workshops. 
Entertainment.
There is something for everyone at the USC Korean 

Chuseok Reception and Korean Cultural Event 
(Sept. 8, 2011) An annual favorite to catch up with old 
friends, make new friends, enjoy delicious Korean food and 
watch USC’s own Korean drum group Hanuelsori.

3rd Annual Rising Stars of Korean Studies Workshop
(Oct. 21-22, 2011) Made possible with support from the 
Korea Foundation, the Rising Stars conference is held 
only at the USC Korean Studies Institute. The conference 
meets an unmet need and brings together senior and 
junior scholars who study Korea for a two-day mentoring 
and networking workshop to provide younger academics 

establishing themselves as leading scholars.

4th Annual Korean 
Film Festival
(Feb. 2012: Various 
locations)  Hosted 
in collaboration with 
the USC School of 
CinematicArts, USC 
East Asian Studies 
Center, USC Korean 
Heritage Library, 
USC Center for 
International Studies, 

USC East Asian Languages and Cultures, and Korean Film 

includes panels by directors, actors, and critics who discuss 

National Committee on North Korea West Coast 
Meeting (Feb. 10, 2012) The USC KSI is proud to host the 
2012 West coast meeting of the National Committee on 
North Korea, a non-partisan coalition of individuals with 
extensive and complementary knowledge of and direct 
experience related to the society, economy, government, and 
history of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The 
Committee helps raise awareness in the United States about 
North Korean issues. 
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I’m delighted to welcome you back 
to USC.  We’ve spent the summer 

planning for both the upcoming year 
and the longer term, and we hope you’ll 
join us for the many exciting events and 
programs we have planned. 

We are proud that in only a few short 
years, the USC Korean Studies Institute 
has become a leader in Korean Studies 
and taken the initiative on a number of 
innovative and important programs. 

We are distinct in that we are one of 
the only universities to have focus on 
contemporary business, political, and 

From our annual Rising Stars confer-
ence that mentors young scholars 
throughout North America to our 
ongoing research project with the CSIS 
Korea Chair on possible issues that 
may arise from collapse of the North 
Korean regime, we are helping to shape 
both the next generation of Korean 
Studies scholars and also the public 
debate about important issues related 
to Korea. 

Continuing to be a leader and having a 
positive impact will require not just ex-
panding our faculty and attracting the 
best students, but also working with the 
local and larger community to provide 
innovative and relevant programming.  

One key aspect of our goal is to im-

prove the breadth and quality of our 

are proud to announce that creation of 
a Minor in Korean Studies [page 4]and 
the KSI Manuscript Review [page 11]. 

I am also proud to report that in our 

million in competitive scholarly grants 
for Korean Studies at USC from organi-
zations such as the Korea Foundation, 
the Academy for Korean Studies, the 
Association for Asian Studies Northeast 
Asia Council, the Korean Literature 
Translation Institute, and the National 
Bureau for Asian Research. 

It is gratifying that numerous foun-
dations and institutions support our 
vision for Korean Studies at USC, and as 
I begin my third year as director of the 
USC KSI, we are excited at the progress 
we’ve made and look forward to con-

We always like to hear your ideas, feed-
back, and opinions, so feel free to write 
us at ksi@college.usc.edu, or stop by 
and see us at the Ahn house on campus. 

See you soon!

DAVID KANG
USC KOREAN STUDIES INSTITUTE, 
DIRECTOR
PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND BUSINESS

D I R EC TO R ’ S  G R E E T I N G

Leading the Way with Innovative 
Programming

OUR VISION

To become the global leader explaining Korea to the world

“We are helping 

to shape both the 

next generation 

of Korean Studies 

scholars and also 

the public debate 

about important issues 

related to Korea.”
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Meet Our 

As part of our attempt to more closely work with and engage 
USC undergraduates, we’re proud to announce formation 
of USC KSI Fellows, a new program designed to facilitate
greater student interaction with the USC KSI. Each year we
will select a small group of outstanding USC undergraduates
who will help us organize events and activities throughout 
the year. Our USC KSI Fellows are outstanding USC students

perspectives on Korean studies. They perform research, assist 

with USC KSI programs, host distinguished visitors, and act 
as liaisons between the USC KSI and the USC student body. 
These students will also have the opportunity to attend some
private events, such as a special dinner for distinguished

Jiyeon Lee ‘13
Joanne Chong ‘13
Matthew Arkfeld ‘14

Jiyeon Lee 
(USC ‘13) is
currently
pursuing her 
B.A. in Inter-
national Rela-
tions with a 
primary focus
on US foreign 
policy toward
Korea. After
discovering

her interest for Korean studies in
Professor Kang’s Korean Business and
Politics course, she has continued
studying the region through the KSI’s
academic conferences and speaker se-
ries. This summer, she is studying U.S.
Korean Policy in Washington DC and
Seoul through USC’s “Problems With-
out Passports” and “Global East Asia:
Korea” programs.

Announcing This Year’s Undergraduate USC KSI Fellows

helps businesses sell  in Korea and Japan.

Joanne Chong (USC ’13)
received a SURF grant (Summer 
Undergraduate Research Fund),
from USC Dana and David Dornsife
College of Letters, Arts and Sciences 
to conduct independent research in 
Korea. Here she updates us on her 
time in Korea:

Two years ago, as a freshman in
college, never did I imagine I would
conduct my very own research
project, let alone have the oppor-
tunity to do so. Fast forward to the
end of my sophomore year, with a
grant from USC’s SURF program, 

the encouragement from my adviser, Professor David Kang, and the inspiration
from my international relations course on business and politics of the Korean
Peninsula, I found myself boarding a plane to Seoul International Airport. For one
month, I lived on my own in Gangnam, a province of Seoul, South Korea, amidst
the hustle and bustle of South Korean city life. My research focused on South
Korean business-government relations with an emphasis on corruption. From this
experience, I was able to have a small taste of conducting research which involved
interviewing and gathering information from South Korean businessmen and
those involved in academia. In addition, I was also able to explore and take advan-
tage of the many cultural attractions, such as visiting the statue of King Sejong,
the inventor of the Korean alphabet, and the Changdeokgung Palace, one of the

Want to be a Fellow next year at the USC 

-

usc.edu or stop by the Ahn House on 

campus.
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Students
students and postdotoral fellows.

Our Ph.D. Students Are Among the 
Best in the Nation
Two of our graduate students, Jiun Bang and Gloria Koo, were among a small group
of ten graduate students to have their research papers selected from over a hun-
dred submissions for publication with the prestigious Korean Economic Institute
of America (KEI). Both Jiun and Gloria are Ph.D. students in the Political Science
and International Relations program, and by having their papers selected, they 
were invited by the KEI to travel Washington D.C. to present their papers, and will

Academic Studies.” Congratulations!

Gloria Koo (Ph.D. pre-candidate, Political Science and
International Relations) is a second year Ph.D. student
in political science and international relations.  Broadly,
she studies international political economy with a focus
on East Asia.  Her research interests include economic
globalization with respect to cross-border transactions 
as well as changing dimensions of US-Korea relations.
For fun, she watches movies and avidly reads up on the
Korean entertainment world.  She grew up in Orange
County and worked in LA as a foreign direct investment
liaison for several years prior to school. This summer 
Gloria attended the Summer Program in Quantitative
Methods of Social Research at the University of Michi-
gan, as well as the Northeast Asia Economic Forum
“young leaders” program in Hawaii.

caramel ice cream at the 

Molly Moon’s, a famous

Jiun Bang (Ph.D. student, Political Science and Interna-

After receiving her Master's degree in Security Studies at
Georgetown University, she worked for a think tank under
the South Korean Ministry of National Defense (MND),
where she furthered her interest in the area of defense.
Her regional focus is Northeast Asia, with a growing inter-
est in ROK-Japan relations. During her studies at USC, her
hope is to strike a balance between academia and policy,
and to contribute constructively to the discussions con-
cerning South Korea's shifting role as it gains continued

she is an avid practitioner of Bikram yoga.

Chin-hao Huang
(Ph.D. student, 
Political Science 
and International 
Relations)
I am a doctoral
student in the 
political science 
and international
relations program
at USC, and my 
research interests
include the comparative historical
analysis and international relations of 

international institutions and organiza-
tions, and Chinese foreign and secu-
rity policy. This summer I conducted 
research in China, and also attended 
the Institute for Qualitative and Multi-
Methods Research (IQMR) course at
Syracuse. I’ve regularly participated in
the USC KSI’s activities because they 
consistently draw prominent scholars,
experts, and practitioners to engage in
dialogue and debate with the broader
USC community on major political, 
economic, societal, and cultural devel-
opments in Korea and beyond.  As the
USC KSI expands to include new re-
search and outreach initiatives, it truly 
is an enriching and rewarding experi-
ence to be here carrying out research 
with the Institute's support.

-



6 |  USC KOREAN STUDIES INSTITUTE

L
a

u
n

c
h

e
d

!
A

 N
e

w
 M

in
o

r 
in

 K
o

re
a
n

 S
tu

d
ie

s

We are proud to announce 
the creation of a Minor 
Degree in Korean Studies 
that is housed in the East 
Asian Studies Center. The 
minor, which begins this 
current Fall 2011, will raise 
the visibility of Korean 
Studies among students 
and will serve as a focal 
point for students across 
the university. The minor 
should be attractive to  
casual students as well as 
those deeply interested in 

The target audience is students who are interested in the political, economic, social 
and cultural changes of the area. The minor draws upon courses from departments 
across the social sciences, humanities, and professional schools and is open to Mar-
shall business students, Annenberg communication students, as well as students in 
our own USC Dornsife. More information about the minor can be found at 
http://dornsife.usc.edu/eascenter/majorminor/

Korean Studies Minor Requirements
Lower Division
One course from the following (4 units):

Upper Division
Four courses from the following (16 units):

    * CTCS-403: Studies in National and Regional Media: Korean Cinema*
    * CTCS-494: Advanced Critical Studies Seminar: The History of South Korean 
Cinema: From National to Transnational*

    * EALC-317: Advanced Korean II
    * EALC-332: Korean Literature in English Translation
    * EALC-344g: Korean Literature and Culture

    * EALC-417: Advanced Korean IV
    * EALC-418: Korean Writing in Mixed Script
    * EALC-419: Newspaper and Documentary Korean
    * EALC-429: Gender in Korean Film and Literature
    * EALC-499: Special Topics: History and Memory in Modern Korea
    * EALC-499: Special Topics: Travel in Korean Visual Culture
    * HIST-333: Korea: The Modern Transformation
    * HIST-404: Seminar in Korean History
    * HIST-498: Seminar on Selected Historical Topics: Asia and Trauma*
    * IR-499: Special Topics: Business and Politics of the Korean Peninsula*
    * IR-499: Special Topics: Korea in its Regional Context*

      *For these repeatable courses, only the classes with Korean-based foci will count.  
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Twice a year for the past two years, USC professor David Kang has 
spent a half-day helping to educate and prepare LiNK “nomads,” 
(pictured above) volunteers who spend six months traveling the 
country to publicize the problems in North Korea. Lectures about 
North Korea followed by lunch provided opportunities for interac-
tion and discussion about a wide variety of topics related to North 
Korea.

Kathleen Stephens, U.S. Ambassador to the Republic 
of Korea, visited USC on February 23 and gave a public 
speech on the past and future of US-Korea relations. 
Calling the US-ROK alliance "at its best point ever," 
Ambassador Stephens spoke for an hour before having 
dinner with a small group of USC students and faculty. 
The talk was hosted by the USC Korean Studies Insti-
tute, which has focused on expanding education and 
knowledge about Korea at USC, with an emphasis on 
contemporary political, social, and economic issues. 
This was the third year in a row that the Korean Studies 
Institute has invited a current U.S. ambassador to speak 
at USC, and USC KSI Director David Kang said that 
"bringing current policymakers and other important 

the importance of US-Korea relations to our students, 
and we were delighted that Ambassador Stephens could 

Engaging the Community

LiNK Nomads

A Visit with U.S. Ambassador Kathleen Stephens

Korea Academy for Educators

Korea Academy for Educators (KAFE) provides free 

K-12 teachers in the State of California. Professor David 
Kang has been a regular participant delivering lectures 
to conference attendees and helping them understand 
Korea’s history and current events. As a result, the teach-
ers are better equipped to teach and integrate Korean 
history and culture into their curriculums.
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The Korea
Project:
Planning for the Long-Term
Quick. When you think of North

Korea, what comes to mind? Kim 
Jong-Il. Threat of nuclear war. Food aid.
QQ
Refugees. Political instability. Market 
volatility and collapse.

If you are in the military, you might also 
wonder how what happens in North Korea 

readiness. If you are a world leader, you 
are also thinking about what the collapse

will mean for regional stability in East 
-

try’s business and political relationships
with China and Japan. But diplomacy is
a delicate business and one wrong word
about North Korea could have enormous
negative consequences. What do you do?

Last year, the Korean Studies Institute at 
USC and the Korea Chair at the Center 

for Strategic and International Studies

groundbreaking new initiative on Korean

held in summer 2011.

The initiative, called “The Korea Project:
Planning for the Long Term,” is an
ambitious, multi-year research project 
led by David Kang, director of the Korean
Studies Institute, and Victor Cha, senior 
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adviser and holder of the Korea Chair. The 
initiative is made possible by the support 
of the Korea Foundation.

term future of the Korean peninsula and, 
most importantly, for the North Korean 
people themselves,” Kang said. “I’m 
delighted to be working on this project 
with CSIS and Dr. Cha, especially because 
our two institutions bring complementary 
strengths and skills to this critical 
research project.”

While a great deal of study has been 
devoted to near-term crisis planning 
in the case of severe instability on the 
Korean peninsula, the Korea Project 
focuses on those inevitable problems 

Korean peninsula. 

Although traditionally viewed in 
military terms, collapse and subsequent 

in fact raise a wide variety of issues, from 
environmental degradation, to legal 
and judicial issues, to public health and 
migration and social dislocation. Such 

but also surrounding countries such as 
China, Russia, 
Japan, and the 
United States.

Most “Track 
2” level and 
government 
work is 
focused on 
the immediate 
crisis of a 
North Korea 
collapse 
and military 
contingencies 
and planning. 
This work is 
necessary and 
important,
and indeed, 
with news of 
the continuing 
health 
problems of 
the leader in 
North Korea, 
governments 
are now 

coming around to the urgency of the 
situation and appear to be giving much 
more attention to planning for such a 
contingency. However, there is far less 
work focused on those longer-term 
but inevitable tasks of knitting the two 
nations together into one. 

Governments do not have the time or 
resources to plan for possibilities that 
may occur far in the future, even if they 
are aware that such an eventuality is 
unavoidable. The Korea Project seeks to 

this important and under-researched gap.

“Military planners are preoccupied with 
contingency plans for instability on the 
Korean peninsula, but the yet-unstudied 
medium- and long-term scenarios 
are critically important,” Cha said. 

think about the longer-term implications 

for East Asia, Korea and the United 
States.”

The Korea Project is non-governmental 
and non-partisan, and brings together 

world-renowned functional experts and 
pairs them with Korea experts based in 

teams” to think innovatively about their 
issue-area, such as  transitional justice, 
social security, health, environment, 
energy and other state-building issues 
related to unifying the peninsula. The 
synergies created within and among these 
teams are opening up new and important 

Highlights of the initiative’s work include 
pathbreaking analysis of problems and 
solutions to integration of the Korean 
peninsula; workshops with Korea 
experts and institutions on developing 
cooperative regional solutions; and a 

and provides recommendations for 
strengthening cooperation and assessing 
future tasks for the United States, Korea, 
and regional and international parties.

To learn more about the Korea Project and 

download reports and documents from 

past conferences, visit 
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USC Korean literature professor Sunyoung Park organized two conferences 
this past year: The USC KSI hosted the annual overseas conference of 
the International Association of Comparative Korean Studies on April 
21, 2011. Co-organized by Professor Eun Kyung Min (English literature, 
Seoul National University) and Professor Park on the theme of “Colonial 
Modernity and Cultural Politics in 1930s Korea and East Asia,” the event 
re-examined literature from the 1930s, an era that has now been recognized 
as an era of extraordinary complexity, in which the increasing political 
oppression by the Japanese regime went along with expanding prosperity 
and economic opportunities for its Korean subjects. 

The following week, Professor Park and the USC Korean Studies Institute 

Korean and Korean American Writers” as part of the annual overseas forum 
of the Korean Literature Translation Institute.  The event featured bilingual 
readings by four distinguished writers from Korea and Los Angeles. Ch’oe 
Yun, Leonard Chang, Jung Young Moon, and Nicky Sa-eun Schildkraut 
presented their latest works and participated in panel discussions with the 
audience. Co-sponsors for these events included the Northeast Asia Council 
of the Association of Asian Studies, the KLTI, the Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures, the Department of American Studies and Ethnicity, 
the English Department, and the Master of Professional Writings Program, 
the Korea Foundation, the Daesan Foundation, the East Asian Studies 
Center of USC, and the Korean Heritage Library.

Faculty Updates
Activity Highlights, National Awards, 

New Publications

Kyung Moon Hwang (Associate 
Professor, History) recently published 
a new book, A History of Korea-
-An Episodic Narrative (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2010). Professor Hwang is 
on sabbatical leave, living in Korea, in 
the AY 2011-2012, in order to complete 
his book manuscript on the origins of 
the modern Korean state.

Jacques Hymans (Associate 
Professor, School of International 
Relations) published “Proliferation 
Implications of Civil Nuclear 
Cooperation: Theory and a Case Study 
of the Yugoslav Experience,” Security
Studies (March 2011); and " The Arrival 
of Psychological Constructivism,” 
in International Theory (Fall 2010). 
Professor Hymans was also awarded a 
Mellon Foundation "New Directions" 

year 2011-2012, allowing him to spend 
a semester at UC Berkeley and a 
semester at the University of Tokyo). 
In other news, he still like nuts.

David James (Professor, School of 
Cinematic Arts) recently published 
an article, "Film Diary/ Diary Film: 
Process and Product in Walden" 
translated into Korean for Soh 
Hyun-Seok, ed., N’Avant 07 (Seoul: 
Diagonal Film Archive, 2010. Professor 
James also co-curated with the USC 

Its Present and Future Directions,” 

panel discussion, 26-28th February, 
2011. He also featured a number of 

“Cinematheque 108,” an alternative 
series that featured both the movie 
and Q&A with a director or writer 
whenever possible. 
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David Kang (Professor, Marshall 
School of Business and School of 
International Relations) continues to 
research North Korean politics and 
the US-ROK relationship, as well as 
larger issues of East Asian international 
business and politics. This past year 
he published a book on historical 
international relations, East Asia 
Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade 
and Tribute (Columbia University 
Press, 2010). His co-authored article, 
“Testing Balance of Power Theory in 
World History,” was awarded “Best 
Article published in the European
Journal of International Relations from 
2007-2009.” This autumn, Columbia 
University will release a revised 
version of Nuclear North Korea. In 
2011 he taught a new class, “Business 
and Politics of the Korean Peninsula,” 
which is intended to be a general 
upper-division course for all social 
sciences students interested in Korea.

Sunyoung Park (Assistant Professor, 
East Asian Languages and Cultures). 
Recently had two articles accepted 
for publication this year: "Rethinking 
Feminism in Colonial Korea: Kang 
Kyongae and 1930s Socialist Women 
Writers" by positions: east asia cultures 
critique and "A Forgotten Aesthetic: 
Reportage in Colonial Korea 1920-

Comparative Korean Studies: 
Journal of the International Association 
of Comparative Korean Studies. In 
2010 she taught a new class, EALC 480 
Critical Issues in Asia: Marxism and 
Culture in East Asia

of research that deal with Korea at USC is the manuscript review. Any USC 
faculty working on a book that deals with Korea in some way are eligible for 
possible support. The program is designed to provide helpful and timely 
feedback to faculty preparing monographs or other similarly large academic 
works prior to submission for publication. Rather than simply requesting 
individual reviewers to provide comments on the work, the USC KSI orga-
nizes a review seminar in which two external senior scholars, USC faculty 

other's comments in order to collectively devise strategies for strengthening 

USC KSI Manuscript Review
research dealing with Korea

USC Korea: Increasing the Visibility of USC in Korea
The mission of USC Korea is to advance and promote the 
academic and service goals of USC, as well as increase the vis-
ibility of USC in Korea. In its second year, USC Korea has taken 
an active role in initiating educational partnership agreements 
with several universities and government organizations in 
Korea, created internship opportunities for USC, Korean, and 
international students, and co-hosted several recruitment 
activities. USC Korea is also extensively involved in facilitating 
faculty and student exchange, developing joint research proj-
ects, and supporting alumni activities in Korea. If you are in 

City Hall, or contact Dr. Steven Lee at korea@usc.edu. 



12 |  USC KOREAN STUDIES INSTITUTE

Cross-Town Collaboration
More friends than rivals, the USC Korean Studies Institute 
and UCLA Center for Korean Studies regularly partner to-
gether to deliver impactful community, national and interna-
tional programming. 

Faculty from UCLA regularly visit USC to participate in con-
ferences and workshops and give guest lectures. Conversely, 
USC faculty make the trip across town to return the favor. 
Together, USC’s expertise in the social sciences combined 
with UCLA’s presence in the humanities form a robust Korea 
studies epicenter unrivaled in the world. 

This coming year, the two programs are combining their 
strengths, expertise and resources to spearhead Korea Foun-
dation’s Global e-School to reach out to Latin America. The 

-
ference courses to selected universities throughout Latin 
America.

David Kang, who will teach two social science courses over 
this coming year, and UCLA Professor John Duncan, who will 
teach two history courses. 

Latin American schools have expressed a great interest in 
Korea but have less resources to devote to studying the sub-
ject. Courses will be linked with postgraduate programs so 
as to allow international students to pursue an M.A. or Ph.D. 

main part of the e-School program, are are real-time video 
courses with students in Latin America, allowing exchange 
of ideas and thoughts. The video-lectures will be combined 
with actual visits to Latin America by Professors Duncan and 
Kang, to further increase the intimacy of the course. 

Additional information about Global e-School can be found 
at http://www.kf.or.kr/eng/09_pro/pro_esc.asp.

Partners in Korea Foundation’s Global e-School Initiative

Korean Heritage Library
Your One-Stop Shop for All Your Research Needs

The Korean Heritage Library is part 
of the East Asian Library, located on 

Library. Korean books are inter-
shelved with Chinese and Japanese 
books in the East Asian Bookstacks 
on Level 1 of the Doheny Stacks.

The librarians at the internationally 
renowned Korean Heritage Library 
provide excellent service to help you 

and outside of USC; meet with you 

to discuss your library needs; acquire 
books and other resources for you; 

visit classes to teach library resourc-

For more information, please contact 
Joy Kim, Curator at joykim@usc.edu, 

Sun-Yoon Lee, Multimedia Librar-
ian, at sunyoonl@usc.edu, tel 

The Korean language program at USC 

language classes, as well as a variety 
of other lectures and events. For more 
information on the wide variety of pro-
grams and classes in Korean language, 
check out their website: http://www.
usc.edu/schools/college/ealc/korean/
index.html.

Learning Korean

The East Asian Studies Center at USC 

abroad program for USC undergraduate 
students. The Global East Asia program, 
made possible with a generous grant 
from the Freeman Foundation, pays 
all participant costs, excluding tuition 
and summer health insurance fees. To 
read about one student’s experience, 
see Joanne Chong’s story on page  4. For 
more information, visit http://dornsife.
usc.edu/eascenter/gea/ 

Global East Asia: Korea
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“

game’ at this stage…

”

-David Kang, quoted in the 

,

toward North Korea

“

– whether through direct speech or

internet -  

”

-Sandra Fahy, 

KSI Postdoctoral Fellow 

(KSI Breaking News Brief, May 16, 2011)

“

rather in terms of their premeditated and highly

”

-Jung-eun Lee, KSI Postdoctoral Fellow -

(KSI Breaking News Brief,

In the Media

Keep an eye out for our occasional Breaking News Briefs. These occasional briefs are designed to provide a quick overview and 
analysis of important events as they happen.  Written by USC KSI faculty and fellows, the briefs are distributed by e-mail and 
are available on the USC KSI website, as well.
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On the National Mall in Washington 
D.C. is the Korean War Memorial.  The 
plaque reads:

Our nation honors
Her sons and daughters
Who answered the call
To defend a country
They never knew
And a people
They never met

Peter Y.S. Kim, USC Associates member 
and advisory board member for the 
USC Korean Studies Institute and chair 
of the Sejong Society, an annual giving 
friends of group of the USC KSI, vividly 
recalls living through the Korean War 
and eventually immigrating to the Unit-
ed States of America to start anew. 

He says, “I remain forever grateful to 
America for what she has done for me 
and my family. Now, I am in a position 
to give back.”

Sejong Society Postdoctoral Fellowship 
in Korean Studies. Postdoctoral fellow-

ships are granted only to the best young 
scholars in the world and allow them 
the space and training that they need 
to become stronger researchers and 
emissaries to explain Korea to a global 
public. A postdoctoral fellowship at the 

opportunities to participate in mentor-
ing conferences and professionalization 
training sessions held only at USC. 

Through his involvement with the USC 
Korean Studies Institute and as a par-
ent of two children who attended USC, 
he has been able to meet and interact 
with a number of young scholars who 
represent the next generation of Korean 
studies researchers.

In his interactions, he has witnessed 
-

ativity these young researchers con-
tribute in looking at new questions and 
problems that have real-time applica-
tions for Korea and the world. 

One such topic is a study of the expe-
rience of North Korean refugees as a 

prism through which to better under-

He says, “While I appreciate and want 
to encourage scholars from all back-
grounds to engage in Korean Studies, 
I am particularly keen to encourage 
scholars from underrepresented coun-
tries in the Korean Studies discipline to 
select Korea as an area of research focus 

-
try they did not know. I want to honor 
their lives by giving scholars who are 
from nations that do not traditionally 
have robust Korean studies programs 
the opportunity to study Korea, grow as 
scholars, and share their research with 
their peers.”

honoring America’s 

The Sejong Society Postdoctoral Fellowship

-

bers support the vision and advancement of 

-



FALL 2011 |  15

THANK YOU!

Byung Don Ahn, M.D.
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Steven and Robin Kim Family
     Foundation
Korea Economic Institute
Korean-American Research Foundation
Dr. Don W. Lee
Mrs. Mikyung and Mr. Jin Woo Lee
MKC Customs Brokers International
MoneyGram Payment Services
Dr. Young J. Paik
Mrs. Ildong and Mr. Ki Suh Park
Venbrook Insurance
Wilshire State Bank

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
ABM Engineering Services
Carrier Corporation
Mr. Warren Chang
E&C Fashion
Nara Bank
Saehan Bank
Standard Parking

$1,000 - $4,999
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5 Faculty
USC KSI has the third largest Korean 
studies university faculty nationwide.

1 Korea Project
Only the USC KSI is organizing an annual ground-breaking conference 
bringing together academic and functional experts to look at long-term 
ramifications of a unified Korea. Sponsored by the Korea Foundation.

USC Korean Studies Institute: By the Numbers

1200 Students
Student enrollment for all Korean 
studies classes offered in 2010-2011.

32 Classes
Each semester, 16 classes, for a total 
of 32 classes, were offered in Korean 
studies - covering history, business, 
politics, language, film and literature.

25 Events /1382 Attendees 
A total of 25 events celebrating the richness of Korean studies - culture, 
literature, current events, business, pop culture and more - were held on 
and off campus, including the third annual campus lecture by a sitting U.S. 
Ambassador. This year’s speaker was Kathleen Stephens.

82 Media Appearances
The USC KSI was featured in numerous media outlets including NPR, CBS 
evening news, BBC World Television and Radio, Korea Times, Korea Herald, 
Joong-Ang Ilbo and Arirang Television. 3 Postdoctoral 

Fellows
The USC KSI has an international 
reputation as the place to study to 
receive top-notch mentoring and 
training. Postdoctoral fellowships made 
possible by the Academy of Korean 
Studies and USC KSI Sejong Society.

1 “Rising Stars” Conference
Only the USC KSI offers a national mentoring conference for up-and-coming 
Korean studies scholars to meet with senior academic stars. This conference 
addresses an unmet need to nurture future generations of relevant, brilliant 
professors and researchers who will help shape the global understanding of 
issues affecting Korea.  Sponsored by the Korea Foundation.


