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The USC Korean Studies Institute, established in 1995, is the 

university’s principal organization for the promotion of education 

and research on contemporary issues that affect Korea. Whether it 

be art, literature, visual culture, history, politics, economics or 

business, the USC Korean Studies Institute educates students and 

conducts research that illuminates the breadth of approaches to 

Korean studies. 
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DI REC TOR’S  LET T ER  

I’m delighted to welcome you back 

to USC. We’ve spent the summer 

planning for both the upcoming 

year and the longer term, and we 

hope you’ll join us for the many 

exciting events and programs we 

have planned, including visits from 

the Venerable Pomnyun Sunim, 

founder of the North Korean 

humanitarian group Goodfriends 

and Kogi Korean BBQ-To Go 

founder Roy Choi.  On November 

18, we will hold our “Ideas 2009” 

symposium and our fundraising 

gala dinner . 

I would personally like to welcome 

our newest staff member, Timothy 

Lee.  He joins us in an 

administrative capacity, and will be 

a welcome addition to our 

community. Our associate director, 

Elaine Kim, has done an incredible 

job over the past few years to keep 

the USC KSI running efficiently and 

smoothly.  Now that she has some 

help, she will be able to turn some 

of her attention to longer-term 

planning and coordination issues. 

Our main mission is educational – 

we teach undergraduate and 

graduate students and help inform 

the larger community and frame 

the discussion about important 

Korean issues.  We’re exploring 

many different ways to expand and 

further our impact, and we aim to 

increase student involvement in 

Korean studies at all levels and in 

all areas – academic and language 

classes, study and research in Korea, 

and exchange programs. 

We always like to hear your ideas, 

feedback, and opinions, so feel free 

to drop us a line at 

ksi@college.usc.edu, or drop by 

and see us at the Ahn house on 

campus. 

 

DAVID KANG 

Director of the USC Korean Studies 

Institute 

Professor of International Relations 

and Business 

 Students are particularly 

interested in contemporary 

political, social, and economic 

issues on the Korean peninsula. 

 These issues also dominate 

world headlines, and affect U.S.

-Asia relations in a direct way. 

 These students will be 

tomorrow’s community, 

political, and political leaders. 

 No U.S. university has a clear 

strength in studying 

contemporary Korean issues. 

Our Mission 
Educating tomorrow’s leaders is 

our key mission, and the long-term 

success of the USC KSI will only be 

built on an impeccable scholarly 

tradition. World-class scholars will 

attract the best students and have 

the greatest impact on the wider 

public. In short, our vision is both 

substantively important and 

institutionally distinctive.   

 

 

Studying the humanities is an 

important part of this vision, and 

the USC KSI will continue to expand 

and support the humanities in 

Korean studies. Whether it be art, 

literature, visual culture, or history, 

the USC KSI will educate students 

and conduct research that 

illuminates the breadth of 

approaches to Korean studies.  

A New Focus on 

Contemporary Issues 

that Affect Korea 

Our Vision:  

To become a global 

leader for education 

about contemporary 

issues that affect Korea. 

Dear Friends of the USC Korean Studies Institute: 



ST U DE N TS  

Andrew Chung (B.A. 2011, 

Communications and International 

Relations) is a junior studying 

Communication with a minor in 

International Relations.  He is working as 

an intern at the USC Korean Studies 

Institute while taking classes, but during his  free time 

in the evenings and on weekends, he plays the 

trombone in the USC Trojan Marching Band.  He 

hopes to study in Korea next summer through the USC 

Global Studies Program, which will offer a summer 

program in partnership with Seoul National University. 

Eunice Kang (Ph.D. pre-candidate, 

Political Science and International 

Relations) is beginning her second 

year in the Ph.D. program. She wrote 

her master thesis on "North Korean 

'Refugees?' The Inadequacies of 

International Refugee Law" at the 

Centre of International Studies and Diplomacy of the 

School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 

London. She has recently presented papers about the 

politics of North Korean refugees at graduate student 

conferences at the University of Hawaii and at Harvard 

University. This summer Eunice received a grant to 

study the effects of foreign migrant workers on 

democratization in Taiwan. 

Yu Jean Sohn (Ph.D. pre-candidate, School of Policy, 

Planning and Development) is working on her pre-

dissertation phase research and preparing for her 

qualifying exams while in Korea. Her consistent 

interest is the evolution of the NGO sector in Korea in 

comparison with other countries, and she currently 

focuses on the legal frames around Korean and 

Japanese NGOs. This summer, Yu Jean is looking into 

other challenges in Korean civil society and NGOs 

regarding consolidation of democracy. 

David Walker (Ph.D. candidate, 

Political Science and International 

Relations) is preparing his 

dissertation proposal on patterns 

of security interaction between 

South Korea and Japan. David 

first became interested in Korea 

while teaching English there, and 

after completing an M.A. in diplomatic and East Asian 

history (UMBC, 2001).  He has lived in South Korea for 

three years.  

Postdoctoral Fellows and Visiting Fellows 
Each year the USC KSI is fortunate to welcome a number of visiting fellows who join us from around the world. 

This year we’re delighted to welcome six fellows, and we look forward to seeing them around the Ahn house.  We 

are also delighted to welcome to the USC KSI our first crop of Mellon and Academy of Korean Studies (AKS) 

postdoctoral fellows.  (See the accompanying story on page 9 about the grant from the AKS.)  

Applications for a postdoctoral position are due March 1, 2010. Applications for a visiting fellow position are 

accepted on an ongoing basis.  For more information, visit: http://college.usc.edu/ksi 

Postdoctoral Fellows 

Jieun Chang, a recent New 

York University Ph.D., will 

spend the next two years with 

us as our Mellon postdoctoral 

fellow. Dr. Chang’s research 

explores questions of 

historical memory in Korea, 

and she will teach classes in 

East Asian Languages and 

Cultures.  

 

Our two AKS postdoctoral 

fellows are Jung-yeop Woo 

and Jinhee Lee-Choung.  

Dr. Woo (Ph.D. in political 

science, University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee) 

researches public opinion in 

East Asia, and Dr. Lee-

Choung (Ph.D. in political 

science, University of 

California, San Diego) is 

researching the politics of 

labor reform in Korea. 

Visiting Fellows 

Mr. Leif-Eric Easley  

(Ph.D. candidate in 

Government, Harvard 

University) 

Mr. Jae Jin Kim  

(Senior Fellow, Korean 

Institute of Public Finance) 

Dr. Jung-ho Kim  

(Political Science and 

International Relations, Inha 

University) 

Dr. Suk-Jung Lee  

(Korea National Defense 

University, Joint Staff College) 

Mr. Park Jung Eon 

(Journalist, Hankyoreh 

Sinmun) 

Dr. Rhee Young-hoon 

(Economics, Seoul National 

University) 
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ST U DEN TS  

Enhancing the Student Experience 

Our main mission remains educational—teaching and research.  

To that end, we are beginning a number of projects designed to 

increase educational opportunities for both undergraduates and 

graduate students.  Under the leadership of the USC East Asian 

Studies Center, this summer we finalized a permanent 

relationship with Seoul National University. The USC-SNU 

partnership will create a summer program hosted at SNU 

specifically designed for USC students, and will consist of a full 

semester’s worth of language and cultural classes about Korea. 

We are delighted to partner with such a prestigious university in 

Korea, and we look forward to expanding our cooperation in a 

number of areas. 

We also are beginning to explore a number of different ways to 

increase undergraduate and graduate student participation in 

Korean studies.  Over this coming year, we hope to create small 

grants to help undergraduates study Korean language or 

conduct research in Korea, and which will encourage them to 

learn more about Korean contemporary issues, culture, and 

history.   

For graduate students, we are hoping to create fellowships so 

that USC can attract the best and brightest of the next 

generation of Korean scholars to earn their degrees at USC, and 

we also hope to be able to provide small research grants to help 

them conduct their dissertation and master’s thesis research in 

Korea. 

Professor Michael Namkil Kim (front row center) with student participants in USC’s  

Explore East Asia Program. 

Fall 2009 

Korean Studies Courses 
 

Korea: The Modern Transformation 

History 333 (Kyung Moon Hwang) 

Seminar in Korean History 

History 404 (Kyung Moon Hwang) 

East Asian Security Issues 

International Relations 534  

(David Kang) 

Contemporary Korean Film and 

Culture 

Arts and Letters 100G (Youngmin Choe) 

Gender in Korean Film and 

Literature 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 429  

(Sunyoung Park) 

Korean Writing in Mixed Script 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 418  

(Michael Namkil Kim) 

Topics and Issues in East Asian 

Linguistics 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 561  

(Michael Namkil Kim) 

Directed Reading 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 588A  

(Michael Namkil Kim) 

Korean Language Instruction 

The Korean language program at USC 

offers four complete years of Korean 

language classes, as well as a variety of 

other lectures and events. For more 

information on the wide variety of 

programs and classes in Korean 

language, please visit: 

 http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/

ealc/korean/index.html. 

http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/ealc/korean/index.html
http://www.usc.edu/schools/college/ealc/korean/index.html
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FAC U LT Y:  UP DAT ES  

This fall we welcome Professor 

Youngmin Choe to USC. Dr. 

Choe is a recent Berkeley Ph.D. 

who will be an assistant professor 

in the Department of East Asian 

Languages and Cultures. We’re 

delighted that she’s here and she 

will significantly strengthen our 

presence in the humanities.  As a way of 

introducing her to the USC community, a short 

interview with her is on the following page. 

Kyung Moon Hwang, associate 

professor in the USC history 

department, has been completing 

two books:  the first, tentatively 

titled, "Episodes in Korean 

History," will be published in 

2010 by Palgrave-Macmillan; and 

the second, with a working title 

of "Institution and Ideology: the Origins of the 

Modern Korean State," was the basis for Prof. 

Hwang's lectures recently delivered at the Center 

for Korean Research of the School for Advanced 

Studies in the Social Sciences (EHESS) in Paris. 

David Kang holds a dual 

appointment in the School of 

International Relations and the 

Marshall Business School. He 

continues to research North 

Korean politics and the U.S.-R.O.K. 

relationship, as well as larger 

issues of East Asian international 

business and politics. This past year he published 

“The Security of Northeast Asia,” Pacific Focus 24, 

no. 1 (April 2009), pp. 1-21; and a view of historical 

East Asia: “Civilization and State Formation in the 

Shadow of China,” in Peter Katzenstein, ed., 

Civilizational Politics in World Affairs (Routledge, 

forthcoming). Kang is also finishing a book 

manuscript about the historical international 

relations of East Asia. 

Michael Namkil Kim is 

currently working on a set of 

Korean language textbooks 

(Beginning, Intermediate, and 

Advanced levels) which are 

designed for both college 

students and general learners. 

He is also writing a book on Korean applied 

linguistics which deals with topics such as 

language learning and teaching, translation and its 

relationship with language learning and teaching, 

description versus prescription, and relationship 

between language and culture. He also delivered 

two papers: “Translation in the Context of 

Language Learning and Teaching” at the 13th 

Conference of the Association of Korean-Japanese 

Interpretation and Translation in Seoul, Korea on 

February 13, 2009 and “On Korean Applied 

Linguistics” at the 2009 Conference of the 

Association of Korean Language Information in 

Seoul, Korea on May 14, 2009. 

Sunyoung Park joined 

our growing Korean 

studies community in 

Autumn 2008 as an 

assistant professor in the 

Department of East Asian 

Languages and Cultures. 

Her research focuses on 

the literary history of modern Korea, which she 

approaches from the varying perspectives of world 

literature, postcolonial theory, and transnational 

feminism and Marxism. She is currently working 

on a book project tentatively entitled “Revolution 

without Revolt: Marxism and Literature in Colonial 

Korea.” She recently had her translation anthology 

of colonial stories accepted for publication by the 

Cornell East Asian Series. At USC she offers 

courses on classical and modern Korean literature 

and film as well as comparative topics in East Asian 

literature. 

Professor Kang 

Professor Kim 

Associate  

Professor Hwang 

Assistant  

Professor Park 

Assistant  

Professor Choe 



Q: Welcome to USC! Could you tell us what your 

research is about, and how did you get interested in it? 

A: My research interests are Korean visual culture, 

Korean cinema, cultural studies, and tourism studies. I 

study film’s cultural and social manifestations beyond 

the screen, for example film-induced tourism as an 

alternative mode of spectatorship, or the feelings films 

engender, by employing methods drawn from socio-

cultural anthropology and bringing them to film 

studies. This is the topic of the book I’m working on 

called Tourist Distractions: Traveling and Feeling in 

South Korea’s East Asian Cinema.  It grew out of my 

investigation of how collaborative ventures in pan-

Asian film production function in regional 

reconciliation processes. The task of researching 

cinema production and spectatorship in all the 

participating nations in turn was daunting, and I 

decided to search instead, for spaces where viewers 

from all over Asia congregated, which I happened to 

find in specific tour sites.  

Hmmm, interesting! What courses do you hope to teach 

here?  

This fall, I am teaching “Contemporary Korean Film 

and Culture.” In the spring, I will teach a course 

entitled “Travel and Leisure in Korean Cinema,” and 

another in which we examine critical issues in 

contemporary Korean visual culture looking at texts 

ranging from films, soap operas, graphic novels, and 

digital media to contemporary art and architecture. 

Further down the line, I plan to teach courses on pan-

Asian cinema in the 20th century, Korean Transnational 

and Diasporic Film, as well as an exploration of 

dominant emotions in Korean visual culture.  

Did the fact that USC is located at the center of the 

moviemaking world influence your decision to come 

here?  

I prefer to think that moviemaking has lots of centers. 

There is something about the Hollywood film displaced 

into unexpected places and circumstances that has 

always appealed to me more than the place itself.  But 

similarly, Korean cinema and visual culture strike 

different chords when viewed from afar, and I have no 

doubt that studying and teaching it from within what 

is surely one of the largest and more influential centers 

will benefit my continued engagement with it in 

exciting ways.   

A final question: can you tell us one unique, interesting, 

or funny thing about yourself that we wouldn't learn 

from just attending your lectures or reading your 

research?  

I enjoy making all kinds of varieties of kimch’i and 

experimenting to recreate old family recipes or 

improvising with what is locally available.  I appreciate 

the entire transformative process, from the perusing of 

local markets for ingredients, the salting and 

fermenting, to how aging alters the taste bit by bit.   
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FACU LT Y:  SPOT LI G HT  

An Interview with USC Professor Youngmin Choe 
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UP CO MI N G  E V E NTS  

September 23:  

Venerable Pomnyun Sunim  

(Chairman, Goodfriends and the 

Peace Foundation) 

Venerable 

Pomnyun is the 

chairman of 

The Peace 

Foundation and 

a Zen master in 

the Jungto 

Society. He also 

currently serves 

as the chairman of Good Friends 

for Peace, Human Rights and 

Refugee Issues and The Joint 

Togetherness Society. Venerable 

Pomnyun has worked extensively 

to supply humanitarian aid to 

famine victims in North Korea and 

defend the human rights of North 

Korean refugees in China. 

September 30:  

Roy Choi  

(Founder, Kogi Korean BBQ To-go) 

Former 

Rocksugar head 

chef and co-

founder of Kogi 

Korean taco 

trucks tells his 

story – about 

growing up 

Korean-American, the cultural mix 

of Los Angeles, and founding a 

successful business. 

October 2:  

Chuseok Ahn House Reception 

and Korean cultural event 

USC students, staff, and faculty 

play a variety of games and eat 

traditional foods to celebrate 

Korea’s major harvest festival.  This 

event is one of the USC KSI’s most 

popular events and draws students 

from all over the campus. 

October 9:  

Katharine H.S. Moon  

(Professor of Political Science and 

Edith Stix Wasserman Chair of 

Asian Studies, Wellesley) 

Professor Moon is the author of Sex 

Among Allies: Military Prostitution 

in U.S.-Korea Relations (Columbia 

University, 

1997) and is 

completing a 

book 

manuscript 

Protesting 

America, 

Pursuing 

Democracy: Korean Civil Society in 

Alliance Politics (forthcoming, 

GAIA/University of California 

Press). She has served in the Office 

of the Senior Coordinator for 

Women’s Issues in the U.S. 

Department of State and as a 

trustee of Smith College. 

October 10: 

Rising Stars Conference 

This October we will gather 

together the next generation of 

political scientists who study Korea 

and who have gained faculty or 

postdoctoral positions. Bringing in 

senior scholars in the discipline, 

this is a chance to link this new 

generation with each other, provide 

feedback on their work from senior 

scholars, and to find ways in which 

these younger scholars can further 

their careers. We hope to make this 

mentoring conference an annual 

event at the USC KSI, and next year 

to invite young scholars from the 

humanities. 

October 19:  

Chris Hanscom  

(Assistant Professor of Korean 

Literature, Dartmouth) 

Professor Hanscom researches 

Modern Korean literature and 

literary history; colonial period 

fiction; 

modernist 

fiction; and 

Korean film. 

He is 

completing a 

book 

manuscript. 

November 18:  

USC Korean Studies Institute 

Symposium and Fundraising 

Gala Dinner 

Detailed information is on the back 

cover of this newsletter. 

February 5-6: 

West Coast International 

Relations of Asia Conference 

The West coast is a natural place 

for the academic study of the 

international relations of the 

Pacific Rim, and many of the 

universities on the West Coast—

from San Diego to Vancouver—

have significant scholarly and 

teaching strengths in this area. The 

purpose of this workshop is to 

build connections and strengthen 

our interactions between scholars 

at these various universities.  

Venerable 

Pomnyun 

Sunim 

Kogi BBQ 

taco 

Professor Moon 

Professor 

Hanscom 
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U SC KS I  I N  T HE  NEWS  

Leif-Eric Easley on the Occasion of  

Kim Dae-jung’s Passing 

“It would be a gross over-simplification to only remember 

Kim Dae-jung as South Korea's president from 1998 to 2003.  

In the 1960s, Kim Dae-jung emerged on the national stage as 

President Park Chung-hee's archrival.  The divide between 

these two men reflected and helped define the left-right divide in South 

Korean politics that persists to this day… To their respective followers, 

Park embodied South Korea's rapid economic development while Kim 

embodied South Korea's democratization.” 

— Leif-Eric Easley 

Visiting Scholar, USC Korean Studies Institute 

“Implications of the passing of former South Korean President Kim 

Dae-jung,” USC KSI Breaking News Brief 1, no. 2 (August 18, 2009) 

 

David Kang on North Korea’s Succession Issues 

“If North Korea can resolve the succession issue quickly, the regime might 

survive well into the future…Yet the odds of a smooth succession may not 

be high. Kim Jong-eun [Kim Jong-il’s third son] will have almost no time 

to build an expectation of inevitability within North Korea, and he will 

have to manage and placate numerous competing factions, egos, and 

interests. Furthermore, his young age would make leadership difficult in 

any country – he has virtually no experience in political posts and has no 

proven leadership abilities, and respect for age and elders is particularly 

emphasized in Korea… While this in and of itself does not mean he will 

fail, he certainly faces tremendous obstacles to a smooth succession.” 

— David C. Kang 

Korean Studies Institute Director 

“The Beginning of the End in North Korea?” Korea Times,  

August 3, 2009 

Leif-Eric 

Easley 

USC KSI  Spring 2009 Guest Speakers  
The USC Korean Studies Institute had the privilege of hosting a number 

of high-profile lecturers and speakers in the spring 2009 semester.  USC 

students and members of the local community had the chance to hear 

from U.S. Ambassador Sung Kim, Korea National Assembly Member 

Gong Sung Jin, Korean film director Yim Soon-rye, Johns Hopkins 

University Professor Courtland Robinson, Director of the Center for U.S.

-Korea policy at the Asia Foundation Scott Snyder, and Global Resources 

Services CEO Rob Springs. 

Selected Appearances 

in Major U.S. and 

Korean Media 
 

 China Brief Insight 

(AmCham China): David 

Kang on North Korea’s 

impact on U.S.-China 

Relations (August 6) 

 The New York Times: 

David Kang on UN 

sanctions against North 

Korea (July 16) 

 Christian Science Monitor:  

Why China might turn on 

North Korea - An Opinion 

by Leif-Eric Easley  

(July 7) 

 National Public Radio: 

David Kang on North 

Korea’s nuclear weapons 

and missile tests (May 27) 

 CNN: David Kang on Roh 

Moo-hyun’s suicide (May 

24) 

 The Los Angeles Times: 

David Kang on corruption 

charges against Roh Moo-

hyun (April 28) 

 Voice of America: David 

Kang on the 30th 

Anniversary of the Taiwan 

Relations Act (April 25) 

 Public Radio 

International’s The World: 

David Kang on North 

Korea’s rhetoric (March 6) 

 NOW on the News (PBS): 

David Kang on North 

Korea’s nuclear program 

(February 16) 

For a complete list, visit 
http://college.usc.edu/ksi 



8 | USC Korean Studies Institute 

KO R EAN  H E RI TAG E  L I BR ARY  

USC’s Korean Heritage Library (KHL) is one of the 

premier Korean studies libraries in the country, and 

continues to expand in innovative directions. 

Established in April 1986, its current collection 

includes books, 1,600 serials, 1,500 videocassettes and 

DVDs, 2,330 reels of microfilm, 240 maps (including 

180 rare maps), 110 CD ROMs, and several hundred 

photographs. The KHL’s particular strengths are in 

Korean newspapers, Korean-American and 

immigration history, Korean cinema, journalism and 

mass media, Korean independence movements, the 

Korean War and local materials of the Cholla-do region. 

While a typical Korean library collection in this 

country comprises only about 5 percent to 10 percent of 

East Asian holdings, the Korean Heritage Library 

represents more than 40 percent of USC's East Asian 

holdings, followed by Chinese and Japanese. This is a 

reflection of the importance that Korean studies holds 

at the University of Southern California. 

Sun-Yoon Lee created a library guide to KHL’s 

extensive multimedia collections available at  

http://libguides.usc.edu/kmulti.   

Joy Kim was the invited speaker at the Discover 

Chinese & Korean Cultures through Ancient Maps & 

Korean Classics: Seminar & Exhibition, held at the City 

University of Hong Kong.  Her talk was entitled 

“Journey through the Centuries: Changing Images of 

Korea and China as Represented in Western Maps,” 

showcasing USC’s famous Sea of Korea Maps.  The 

maps can be viewed at http://digarc.usc.edu/search/

controller/view/seakorea-m1.html?view=1. 

The KHL also recently acquired 300 rare volumes 

published during the Japanese colonial period, and we 

gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the following 

in-kind donors:    

 Professor Sang Oak Lee of Seoul National 

University who donated close to 1,000 books in 

Korean humanities  

 Mrs. Ock Hee Cheong who donated some 500 

Korean and Japanese books 

 Professor Kyung Moon Hwang, history, who 

donated a set of 120 limited edition reprints of 

rare archaic Korean maps showing every county 

in Korea during the Choson dynasty 

Please contact Joy Kim at joykim@usc.edu if you have 

any questions or inquiries about the Korean Heritage 

Library. 

 

New Projects and New Donations 

Dr. Seh-Jik Park 

In Memoriam: Dr. Seh-Jik Park 

The USC Korean Studies Institute extends its condolences to the family of Dr. Seh-Jik Park 

(MS '83, EdD '91) who passed away on July 27.  A distinguished educator, military officer, 

politician and statesman, Dr. Park served as president of the organizing committee for the 

1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul.  He was also a longtime supporter of both the USC Korean 

Alumni Association and the USC Korean Heritage Library. Dr. Park received a USC Alumni 

Merit Award in 1989. 

http://libguides.usc.edu/kmulti
http://digarc.usc.edu/search/controller/view/seakorea-m1.html?view=1
http://digarc.usc.edu/search/controller/view/seakorea-m1.html?view=1
mailto:joykim@usc.edu
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The Strategic Initiative for Korean Studies (SIKS) has awarded funding for new projects in 2009 and has selected 

David Kang, director of the USC Korean Studies Institute (USC KSI) and professor of international relations and 

business in USC College, to receive a $600,000 five-year grant. This is the first grant SIKS has awarded to Kang and 

USC. 

"My vision for the USC KSI is for us to become the world's leading research institute that focuses on contemporary 

Korean issues; that is, the political, economic and social issues confronting Korea today. These issues affect both 

Koreans and Americans — you see them every day in the news," Kang said. "This five-year grant will provide the 

USC KSI with two annual postdoctoral fellowships that focus on 

contemporary issues, as well as fund an administrative position. 

We are grateful to the AKS for their support, and look forward to 

working with them closely over the years." 

"We are pleased that the Korean Studies Institute under the 

excellent directorship of David Kang has received this 

recognition," Howard Gillman, dean of USC College said. "This 

funding will aid the KSI in the fulfillment of its vision as a world-

class research institute with a clear scholarly and public profile." 

Emphasizing language and culture as do other major research 

universities, USC KSI stands apart in its focus on the scholarly 

pursuit of social sciences and contemporary issues. 

Helping Americans and Koreans understand these issues is both 

an important scholarly and educational goal. Kang and his research team are interested in the East Asian and 

Korean economic dynamism; how that region is becoming central to economic life around the globe; and the 

changing social and generational views of Korean society, the cultural impact of Korean movies and other popular 

culture.  Kang also plans to explore how Korean popular culture is influenced by external forces. 

Pictured from left to right: USC KSI director David 

Kang, USC College Dean Howard Gillman, Academy 

of Korean Studies Vice President Seo Hyeong Lee, 

and Strategic Initiative for Korean Studies Director 

Do Hyun Han 

Vote of Confidence from Korea 

GI VIN G  

How You Can Help 

The Korean Studies Institute at the University of Southern California aims to 

be the leading center in the United States for research and teaching about 

contemporary political, economic, and social issues that affect Korea. 

You are a valuable partner in our mission to educate and inspire tomorrow’s 

leaders.  Your financial support goes toward student research, public lectures, 

community activities, faculty research, and many other activities and events 

that are shaping our understanding of Korea. 

By supporting the USC Korean Studies Institute, you not only demonstrate 

your confidence in this distinguished program’s mission, but also help 

impact present and future generations of students and scholars. 

For information about the Sejong Society, the prestigious annual support 

group for the USC Korean Studies Institute, please visit  

http://college.usc.edu/ksi/sejong.  

Partner with us!   

Gifts of any size can be sent to: 

USC Korean Studies Institute 

444 South Flower Street, 41st 

Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90071 

Please make checks payable to 

USC KSI  and include your name 

and address.  All gifts are tax-

deductible as allowed by law. 

For more information, please 

contact Lydia Lee at 213.740.4991 

or lydial@college.usc.edu 



University of Southern California 
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“Ideas 2009” — Celebrating the Intellectual Impact of the USC Korean 

Studies Institute 

“Ideas 2009” will feature interesting speakers highlighting the wide range of issues 

and perspectives that affect Korea. We are still finalizing participants in this 

symposium, but we can confirm that Richard Samuels (MIT) will talk about the 

domestic politics of the Japanese abductees and how it affects Japan’s North Korea 

policy, and Victor Cha (director for Asian affairs at the White House National 

Security Council 2004-2007), will discuss U.S.-Korea relations. We are also 

planning to have a cultural figure discuss Koreans in the media and a speaker on 

environmental issues in Northeast Asia.  

The highlight of the event will feature Congressman Howard Berman (D-CA, 

chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee), as well as a Korean public figure. 

They will participate in a panel discussion about a wide range of issues important 

to both U.S. and Korean citizens.  

This promises to be an exciting event, and we hope to see you there.  

That same evening, the USC KSI will honor USC Trustee and Korean Air Chairman 

Yang Ho Cho at its fundraising dinner gala to raise financial support for its 

academic mission.  The dinner will be held at the Wilshire Grand in downtown Los Angeles.   Table sponsorships 

start at $10,000. 

For more information about sponsorship opportunities for the symposium or the dinner, please contact Lydia Lee 

at 213.740.4991. 

Save the date! - November 18, 2009 


