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Paul (sung) cha | samford university

Paul chang | harvard university

lyong choi | usc Ksi

hye seung chung | colorado state university

Paul S. Cha is currently an Assistant Professor of  History and Director of  Global Studies at Samford 
University.  He received a master’s degree in social science (focus on Chinese history) from the 
University of  Chicago (2001) and a Ph.D in Korean studies from UCLA (2011). His research interests 
include religion, nationalism, and the construction of  national identities in East Asia during the modern 
and pre-modern periods. His current project examines the strategies American missionaries, Korean 
Christians, and various political groups deployed in an attempt to define the place of  Christianity in 
Korea’s socio-political order during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Paul Y. Chang is an Assistant Professor of  Sociology and serves on the Executive Committee of  the 
Korea Institute at Harvard University.  He taught at the Singapore Management University and Yonsei 
University before joining the Harvard faculty in 2013.  His primary research is on social change in 
South Korea.  His research on Korea’s democracy movement has appeared in several journals including 
Mobilization and Social Forces.  He coedited South Korean Social Movements: From Democracy to Civil Society 
(Routledge) and is working on a book that looks at the impact of  state repression on protest in 1970s 
Korea.  He is also embarking on a new project exploring various manifestations of  Korea’s changing 
family structure, including rising rates of  divorce, unwed mothers, and elderly suicide. 

Lyong Choi has a PhD in International History from the London School of  Economics and Political 
Science. He is a former graduate teaching assistant and the column contributor at LSE IDEAS, a 
center for the study of  international affairs, diplomacy and grand strategy. He also worked at Hankuk 
University of  Foreign Studies and Pusan National University as a lecturer. His research interests focus 
on issues of  Modern and Contemporary East Asian and Korean history and International Relations, 
especially inter-Korean relations and North Korean refugee issues in the UK.

Hye Seung Chung is an Assistant Professor of  Film and Media Studies at Colorado State University. She 
is the author of  Kim Ki-Duk (University of  Illinois Press, 2012) and Hollywood Asian: Philip Ahn and the 
Politics of  Cross-Ethnic Performance (Temple University Press, 2006), as well as numerous articles on Korean 
cinema and Asian Americans in U.S. popular culture. Her writing has appeared in such journals as Asian 
Cinema, Cinema Journal, Historical Journal of  Film, Radio, and Television, Journal of  Film and Video, Journal of  
Popular Film and Television, and Post Script.



eun-Young Jung | ucsd

dong hoon Kim | university of oregon

sonja Kim | Binghamton university

sun-chul Kim | emory

Eun-Young Jung is an Assistant Professor of  Integrative Studies in the Music Department at the 
University of  California, San Diego. She received her Ph.D. from the University of  Pittsburgh in 
2007 and served as the Assistant Director at the Center for East Asian Studies at the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison until 2009. Her research largely focuses on music and transnational dynamics in 
East Asia, and music, media, race, and ethnicity in Asian American communities in the U.S. She is 
currently working on a book manuscript titled “Popular Music in Korea and the ‘Presence’ of  Japan: 
Transnational Transformations and Retentions.”

Dong Hoon Kim is an Assistant Professor of  East Asian Languages and Literatures and a member of  
the committee on Cinema Studies at the University of  Oregon. His most important task at University 
of  Oregon is to develop a curriculum for its new program in Korean Studies. His research and teaching 
interests include visual culture, early cinema, film and media spectatorship, and Korean and East Asian 
film, media and popular culture. He is currently working on a book manuscript, tentatively entitled 
Eclipsed Cinemas: Colonial Modernity and Film Cultures in Korea, which examines early cinema and its relation 
to colonial modernity in Korea from around 1900 through the early 1930s. Kim has been actively 
engaged with a variety of  activities in the field besides his academic research, including directing short 
films, working for film festivals, and serving as consultant to film companies.

Sonja Kim is an assistant professor of  Asian and Asian American Studies at Binghamton University 
(SUNY) where she teaches Korean history. Her research interests include gender studies and history 
of  medicine, science and technology. She is currently writing a book entitled “Reproducing Maternal 
Bodies: Gendered Meanings in Health and Medicine in Korea, 1895-1938” and co-editing the volume 
“Intersections with Science, Medicine, and Technology in Korea.”

Sun-Chul Kim is a Korea Foundation Assistant Professor in the department of  Russian and East Asian 
Literatures and Cultures at Emory University. After receiving his Master in Philosophy and Ph.D. in 
Sociology from Columbia University, Sun-Chul taught in the East Asian Studies program at Barnard 
College-Columbia University before coming to Emory in 2011, where he teaches courses on modern 
Korean history, society and politics. His primary research focuses on how popular contention evolves 
over time, with special interest in the interaction between political challenge and social, cultural, and 
political change. His forthcoming book from Routledge Publishers, Democratization and Social Movements 
in South Korea, 1984-2002, investigates the complex processes through which social movements became a 
powerful political force in post-authoritarian South Korea. Currently, he is conducting research on self-
immolation as part of  a broader project on the culture of  protest and how it evolved in South Korea.



Jung Mee Park | usc Ksi

saeyoung Park | davidson college

franklin rausch | lander university

timothy rich | Western Kentucky university

Maya stiller | university of Kansas

Jung Mee Park is a postdoctoral fellow at the Korean Studies Institute at the University of  Southern 
California.  She graduated with a PhD in sociology from Cornell University in 2013.  Previously, she 
studied sociology and history at the University of  Pennsylvania and Columbia University.  Her work has 
been published in the American Journal of  Sociology.

Saeyoung Park is an Assistant Professor of  History at Davidson College. She received her Ph.D 
in History from the Johns Hopkins University. Currently, she is researching her second project, 
“Dangerous Delights.” This work traces the epistemology of  addiction and how the consumption and 
regulation of  psychoactive substances transformed state-society relations from 1600-present. Her first 
project, “Politics of  the Past: the Imjin War in Korea,” is under revision.

Franklin Rausch is a native of  Indiana.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in History and East Asian studies 
from Indiana University.  He obtained a Master’s from the same university under the direction of  Dr. 
Michael Robinson.  He then attended the University of  British Columbia where he studied under Dr. 
Don Baker, earning a doctoral degree in Asian Studies in 2011.  He was supported in his studies by 
grants from the Korea Foundation and Fulbright.  He taught at Eckerd College (Saint Petersburg, 
Florida) during the 2011-2012 academic year and is now an assistant professor at Lander University 
(Greenwood, South Carolina) in the Department of  History and Philosophy where he teaches lower-
division world history courses and upper-division Asian history courses.  His research focuses on issues 
of  religion and violence, particularly the anti-Catholic persecutions during the Choson dynasty and An 
Chunggun’s assassination of  Ito Hirobumi.

Timothy S. Rich (Ph.D Indiana University 2012) is an assistant professor of  political science at Western 
Kentucky University. His main research area focuses on electoral politics in East Asia (South Korea, 
Taiwan, and Japan), and in particular, the effects of  two-vote legislative systems. His secondary interests 
lie in North Korean politics. He has conducted fieldwork in South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan several 
times since 2008. His previous research has been published in academic journals such as Representation, 
Japanese Journal of  Political Science, Korea Observer, and Political Science & Politics.

Maya Stiller currently serves as Assistant Professor in Korean Art History at the University of  Kansas. 
She received her PhD in Asian Languages & Cultures (Korean Buddhism) at UCLA, a doctoral degree 
in East Asian Art History (Korean Art) at Freie Universitaet, and a dual BA/MA in Korean Literature 
and Art History at Humboldt-Universität in Berlin. Her current book project deals with pilgrimages 
to a famous mountain range in present-day North Korea named Kumgangsan, a location which is a 
prime example of  a ritual space that peacefully accommodated a multiplicity of  religious discourses. 
In her work, Maya employs an inter-disciplinary approach that incorporates Religious Studies, History, 
Literature and Buddhist Material Culture.



nancy abelmann | university of illinois

david Kang | usc Ksi

John duncan | ucla

Nancy Abelmann is Associate Vice Chancellor for Research (Humanities and Arts) and the Harry E. 
Preble Professor of  Anthropology, Asian American Studies, and East Asian Languages and Cultures 
at the University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  She writes on family, class, gender, education, 
and migration with a focus on South Korea and Korean/Asian America. She has published books on 
South Korean social movements, women and social mobility, film, and on Korean Americans -- and 
most recently, The Intimate University: Korean American Students and the Problems of  Segregation (2009). She 
is co-editor of  No Alternative? Experiments in South Korean Education (2012) and of  South Korea’s Education 
Exodus: The Life and Times of  Early Study Abroad (in press); and co-author of  Making Family Work: How 
Korean American Teens and Parents Navigate Immigrant America (in progress).

David C. Kang is Professor of  International Relations and Business at the University of  Southern 
California, with appointments in both the School of  International Relations and the Marshall School of  
Business. At USC he is also director of  the Korean Studies Institute and the East Asian Studies Center. 
Kang’s latest book is “East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of  Trade and Tribute” (Columbia 
University Press, 2010). He is also author of  “China Rising: Peace, Power, and Order in East Asia” 
(Columbia University Press, 2007); “Crony Capitalism: Corruption and Development in South Korea 
and the Philippines” (Cambridge University Press, 2002), and “Nuclear North Korea: A Debate on 
Engagement Strategies” (co-authored with Victor Cha) (Columbia University Press, 2003).

John Duncan received his PhD in Korean History from the University of  Washington in 1988  
and has taught in the Department of  Asian Languages and Cultures at UCLA since 1989.  His primary 
research interests are in the late Koryo and early Choson period, although he has also done some work 
on the Open Ports Period of  1876-1910. His first book, The Origins of  the Choson Dynasty (University 
of  Washington Press, 2000) examines the change of  dynasties from Koryo to Choson.  He has edited 
or co-edited a number of  publications, including Rethinking Confucianism:  Past and Present in China, 
Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, Reform and Modernization in the Taehan Empire and The Institutional Basis of  Civil 
Governance in the Choson Dynasty.  He also has a number of  translations, including several items in  
the Sourcebook of  Korean Tradition, two monographs:  Kang Man-gil, A Revised History of  Contemporary 
Korea and Kim Jungbae et al., A New History of  Parhae, and a half  dozen scholarly articles.  He 
has supervised sixteen PhD candidates at UCLA; his former students are now teaching at various 
universities in the U.S. and Korea, including UC San Diego, Columbia, Binghamton, Virginia, Sogang, 
Korea, and Youngsan universities.

senior scholars

theodore hughes | columbia

Theodore Hughes is Korea Foundation Associate Professor of  Korean Studies in the Humanities and 
Director of  the Center for Korean Research at Columbia University. He is the author of  Literature 
and Film in Cold War South Korea: Freedom’s Frontier (Columbia University Press, 2012), the co-editor of  
Rat Fire: Korean Stories from the Japanese Empire (Cornell East Asia Series, 2013), and the translator of  
Panmunjom and Other Stories by Lee Ho-Chul (EastBridge, 2005).



ross King | uBc

Mark Peterson | BYu

hyojoung Kim | cal state la

Ross King serves as Professor of  Korean and Head of  the Department of  Asian Studies at the 
University of  British Columbia. His research covers the history of  language and writing in Korea, 
including the dialect(s) preserved by the ethnic Korean minority in Russia and the former USSR, and 
the history of  language, writing and literary culture in the Sinographic cultural sphere, with a specific 
focus on medieval Korea and the interplay of  cosmopolitan and vernacular in other regions of  the 
Sinographic Cosmopolis.

Mark Peterson received his BA in Asian Studies and Anthropology from Brigham Young University 
in 1971. He received his MA in 1973 and his Ph.D in 1987, both from Harvard University in the field 
of  East Asian Languages and Civilization. Prior to coming to BYU in 1984 he was the director of  the 
Fulbright program in Korea from 1978 to 1983. He also served as the President of  the Korea Pusan 
Mission from 1987 to 1990. He has been the coordinator of  the Asian Studies Program and was the 
director of  the undergraduate programs in the David M. Kennedy Center for International Studies. 
He is currently the head of  the Korean section of  the department. Dr. Peterson is a member of  the 
Association for Asian Studies, where he was formerly the chair of  the Korean Studies Committee; was 
also the book review editor for the Journal of  Asian Studies for Korean Studies books. He is also a 
member of  the Royal Asiatic Society, the International Association for Korean Language Education, the 
International Korean Literature Association, and the American Association of  Korean Teachers.

Hyojoung Kim taught at the University of  Washington in Seattle, WA, for about 7 years, before joining 
the faculty at CSULA recently, in 2006. He teaches as an Assistant Professor of  Sociology and is also 
involved in the Center for Korean and Korean American Studies at CSULA, where he is currently 
nominated as an Associate Director. He is committed to furthering the esteemed legacy of  research 
excellence at CSULA and providing quality education and mentorship to all CSULA students. His 
teaching interests include research methods, statistics, social networks, collective behavior and social 
movements, and political sociology. In every course he teaches, he aims to cultivate his students’ ability 
to think critically about their social environment. His research interests include rational choice, social 
networks, identity formation, collective action and social movements, political sociology of  democracy. 
He has published in various internationally acclaimed academic journals, including American Sociological 
Review, American Journal of  Sociology and European Sociological Review. He is also a co-winner of  the 2004 
Best Article Competition Award from the Collective Behavior and Social Movements Section of  the 
American Sociological Association.

Kang has published numerous scholarly articles in journals such as International Organization and 
International Security, and his co-authored article “Testing Balance of  Power Theory in World History” 
was awarded “Best article, 2007-2009,” by the European Journal of  International Relations. Kang has 
also written opinion pieces in the New York Times, the Financial Times, the Washington Post, and the 
Los Angeles Times, as well as writing a monthly column for the Joongang Ilbo in Korean. He received 
an A.B. with honors from Stanford University and his Ph.D. from Berkeley.



Jeff Wasserstrom | uci

duncan Williams | usc

Jeff  Wasserstrom is a specialist in Chinese history interested in a wide range of  topics, ranging from the 
gendered symbolism of  revolutions to patterns of  student protest, and from the way that globalization 
affects urban life and popular culture to American images of  Asia.  He is fascinated in seeing what light 
the past can shed on the present, and is committed to finding ways to reach and engage general, as well 
as specialist, audiences.

His publications include Student Protests in Twentieth-Century China: The View from Shanghai (Stanford, 
1991), Global Shanghai, 1850-2010 (Routledge, 2009), and China in the 21st Century: What Everyone Needs to 
Know (Oxford University Press, 2010).

He is a relatively recent addition to the UCI History Department (arriving here in 2006), though no 
newcomer to the UC system. He came to UCI after spending fifteen years at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, where in addition to teaching he spent a year as the Acting Editor of  the Bloomington-
based American Historical Review and served for three years as the Director of  IU’s East Asian Studies 
Center. As for previous UC ties, he received his B.A. from UC Santa Cruz (1982) and his doctorate from 
UC Berkeley (1989), after a brief  stint on the East Coast studying at Harvard, where he got a Master’s 
degree in 1984. 

Duncan Ryûken Williams was born in Tokyo, Japan to a Japanese mother and British father. After 
growing up in Japan and England until age 17, he moved to the U.S. to attend college (Reed College) 
and graduate school (Harvard University, where he received a Ph.D. in Religion). Williams is currently 
the Chair of  the University of  Southern California’s School of  Religion and the Co-Director of  the 
USC Center for Japanese Religions and Culture. He is the author of  a monograph entitled The Other 
Side of  Zen: A Social History of  Sôtô Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa Japan (Princeton University Press, 
2005) and co-editor of  five volumes including Issei Buddhism in the Americas (U-Illinois Press, 2010), 
American Buddhism (Routledge/Curzon Press, 1998), and Buddhism and Ecology (Harvard University 
Press, 1997).  He is currently completing a monograph titled, Camp Dharma: Buddhism and the 
Japanese American Incarceration During World War II (forthcoming, University of  California Press), 
a monograph titled Hot Water Buddha on Buddhist healing/purification and the history of  bathing in 
Japan, and writing a manifesto for Japan in the 21st-century titled Hybrid Japan (in Japanese). 

timothy tangherlini | ucla

Timothy R. Tangherlini is professor in the Dept. of  Asian Languages and Cultures at UCLA where he 
specializes in folklore. He edited Sitings: Critical Approaches to Korean Geography with Sallie Yea, Nationalism 
and the Construction of  Korean Identity, with Hyung-il Pai, and co-produced the documentary “Our Nation, 
A Korean Punk Rock Community” with Stephen Epstein.


