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Changing theWorld

Our Future Is in Their Hands
How will society be transformed by the presence, skills

and actions of immigrants? USC College has become the convening
place to conduct and discuss research on the changing landscape of
Los Angeles and the nation. BY EMILY CAVALCANTI

Big Numbers, Big Hearts
Read about just a few of the many ways the College

community has united to make a lasting impact on the lives of others.

Double Duty
Experiential education changes lives. Just ask the 68,000

student volunteers from USC College’s Joint Educational Project
(JEP) since 1972. Katherine Schwarzenegger, Paul Krekorian and the
Vidana twins included. And don’t forget Yvette. BY PAMELA J. JOHNSON

Gang Therapy
Mock interviews, résumé critiques and handshake

tutorials — this is not a typical gang intervention. Stan Huey and his
research team are investigating whether opening career paths can
change the lives of gang-involved Los Angeles youth. BY LAURIE MOORE
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Kathryn Sample Hall is
among many distinct
architectural features of
the Ronald Tutor Campus
Center, which celebrated
its grand opening Aug. 26
to Sept. 2.
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We Want to Change the World. Show Us How.
These newest members of the Trojan Family have the initiative to seek

changes and the perspicacity to see them through. BY MEGAN CHRISTOPHER MPW ’11 AND ALLISON

DOYLE MPW ’11

Pass It Forward
We can all inspire others, says Keary Colbert ’06, a spokesperson for the Boys &

Girls Clubs of America’s “Be Great” campaign. BY LAURIE MOORE

Getting to the Roots of Evil
Undergraduates in Problems Without Passports learn about shades of gray in

Cambodia, 35 years after the Khmer Rouge. BY PAMELA J. JOHNSON

Keeping a Promise
Aug. 25, 2010, marked the fifth

anniversary of Hurricane Katrina’s devastating blow.
Andrew Curtis and a team of USC College students
are documenting the rebuilding process street by
street. BY SUSAN ANDREWS

For the Love of Giving
First student, athlete and physician —

now hero — William Stetson ’82 brings arthroscopic
surgery to Third World countries. BY SUSAN ANDREWS

Trash Talk
Margo Reid Brown ’85, director of

CalRecycle, sorts through the nitty-gritty of
recycling in California and why every person can
make a difference. Q&A BY LAURIE MOORE
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1,000,000+

This is the number of service hours USC students spend in the
community annually as participants in the College’s interna-
tionally recognized Joint Educational Project (JEP).

The numbers in JEP and other community outreach programs and activities housed
in the College are impressive.

Each year thousands of our students and engaged faculty leaders make a difference
both near and far by generously applying their expertise, scholarship and compassion to
the betterment of the world.

Today, more than ever, freshmen arrive on campus as practitioners of helping others
in need; many bringing with them a passion for protecting the natural environment. A
few of these extraordinary individuals appear in our cover story.

Our students’ goal is to make a difference. Helping others is what really matters. It’s
not just about getting into USC or racking up community outreach activities to pad a
résumé.

Our faculty and staff are among the best in helping students develop their outreach
toolkits both through education and example.

Our alumni are also great exemplars of giving back and seize the opportunity as both
a privilege and a responsibility. You will learn more about a few of these amazing
people in this issue.

Giving back takes on many forms: time, expertise, money and other resources. You
will find it all here.

The College has the numbers, but more importantly and lastingly, we have the heart-
felt connections made throughout the world.

SUSAN ANDREWS AND EMILY CAVALCANTI, OFFICE OF COLLEGE COMMUNICATION

On the Cover
Pictured are six among many USC College of
Letters, Arts & Sciences freshmen who bring
with them a vast array of talents and experiences
that include leadership in community engage-
ment. Their dedication and compassion has al-
ready impacted the world around them and they
look forward to continuing their work with the
help of College faculty and staff.
Read more on page 32.

COVER PHOTO BY PHIL CHANNING

FROM THE EDITORS
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The phrase resonates with the extraor-
dinary idealism and ambition of the
current group of students who apply to
the world’s leading institutions of higher
education. The tagline echoes the com-
mitment expressed in our university’s
mission statement to play “an increas-
ingly important role in the development
of the nation and the world … for many
centuries to come” by ensuring that our
research, scholarship and academic pro-
grams “advance knowledge and at the
same time address issues critical to our
community, the nation and the world.”

More recently, I underscored these val-
ues within the College community when
we initiated our Problems Without Pass-
ports program (highlighted in the Fall
2008 issue of this magazine) and our new
College 2020 initiative, which you will
read about in the pages that follow.

You see, we are not an Ivory Tower. We
do not seek to create an insulated com-
munity engaged in forms of inquiry that
are disconnected from the practical con-
cerns of everyday life. Of course, all
scholarly advances depend on an environ-
ment of inquiry that is not beholden to
calculations of immediate practical bene-
fit. But we are also aware that, in the end,
both fundamental and applied research
play an essential role in human progress.
Underlying all inquiry in the humanities,
social sciences and natural sciences is the
hope that our new discoveries and insights

will be the driving force for a better
future in our community and our world.

In this issue of USC College Magazine, you
will learn more about some members of
our community — faculty, students and
alumni — who are working to change the
world for the better. In some cases, the ef-
forts address challenges that have become
urgent in our local community and in our
nation, such as immigrant integration and
gang violence. In other cases, the expertise
we have in USC College has led to efforts
to address challenges in other parts of the
world, such as the aftermath of the geno-
cide in Cambodia and the need for med-
ical procedures in the developing world.

I hope you enjoy meeting these impres-
sive members of the Trojan Family. But I
also want to make a more general point:
the role that we play in changing the
world is not merely a matter of actual
community engagement; it is an essential
and everyday feature of every faculty
member’s scholarship and every student’s
academic experience.

As we look back on history, every devel-
opment we consider “progress” is linked
to some new idea or discovery within the
fields of study that characterize the world
of Letters, Arts & Sciences. Philosophers,
novelists and poets illuminate new ways
of thinking about justice, freedom and the
goals of a good life. Social scientists give
us a new perspective on the importance
of social capital, the best distribution of

resources and the elements of a well-
functioning democracy. Natural scientists
establish the foundations for understand-
ing and appreciating the world of physics,
biology and chemistry.

Letters. Arts. Sciences. They have always
been the path to a better future. This is
because, to prepare for making any sort of
contribution to our world, it is vital that we
understand the changing dynamics of so-
cial life, the natural world and the myster-
ies of the human condition.

My first year as dean I met a young man
who had just graduated from USC Col-
lege and was in his first semester as a
medical student. He told me that the
most important courses he took as an un-
dergraduate were not his science courses,
but were rather his philosophy courses.
He was already representing his class on
the medical school’s ethics committee,
and he believed that he was going to be a
better doctor precisely because he was
forced to think as hard and rigorously
about questions of ethics and human val-
ues as he did about chemistry, biology
and physiology.

The best preparation for smart and am-
bitious young people who want to change
the world is immersion, as undergraduates
and then as graduate students, in the
world of Letters, Arts & Sciences.

HOWARD GILLMAN
DEAN OF USC COLLEGE
ANNA H. BING DEAN’S CHAIR

You can change the world. We can show you how.
We use this phrase to convey to prospective
students the importance and value of a great
undergraduate education within USC College

of Letters, Arts & Sciences.

Preparing Students to
Change the World

FROM THE DEAN
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IN A MOMENTOUS celebration
that drew nearly 7,500 members
of the Trojan Family and local
community, C. L. Max Nikias
was inaugurated as USC’s 11th
president on Oct. 15. The former
USC executive vice president
and provost became president in
early August. Nikias succeeded
Steven B. Sample, who had led
USC since 1991.

The inauguration ceremony’s
theme revolved around a quota-
tion from Virgil’s Aeneid, which is
inscribed on a plaque at the base
of Tommy Trojan — “Here are
provided seats of meditative joy,
where shall rise again the des-
tined reign of Troy.”

Over the course of his career as a
researcher, educator and university
administrator, Nikias has earned
accolades for his leadership, inno-
vation and fundraising, as well as
his ability to build partnerships
among varied constituencies.

Nikias is credited with acceler-
ating the university’s recent aca-
demic momentum, recruiting
new leadership, strengthening
the academic medical enterprise,
helping attract a series of major
donations to the institution, cre-
ating innovative cross-discipli-
nary programs, enhancing USC’s
globalization efforts, and increas-
ing support for undergraduate
and graduate students.

Nikias’s selection by the Board
of Trustees followed an interna-
tional search process ending in
approximately 75 candidates and
seven finalists, all of whom were
sitting presidents or provosts at
major universities.

A visionary of the highest order,
Nikias has said: “My vision is to
propel USC to reach what I call
‘undisputed elite status.’ When
you’ve reached undisputed elite
status, there is no argument, there is
no doubt, and yes, there is no ques-
tion you belong in the pantheon
of American elite universities.”

President C. L. Max Nikias
A MULTIFACETED SCHOLAR IS INAUGURATED AS USC’S ELEVENTH PRESIDENT.

“Working with animals ... is sensory-based, not word-
based. If you want to understand an animal, you’ve
got to get away from language.”

Temple Grandin in a thought-provoking lecture, “Animals Make Us Human,” on her findings about live-
stock behavior, facility design and humane slaughter. A noted autistic, Grandin is a best-selling author,
consultant to the livestock industry and professor of animal science at Colorado State University. The
event kicked off The College Commons 2010–11 season.

All Mapped Out
DEAN GILLMAN ANNOUNCES

CREATION OF SPATIAL SCIENCES

INSTITUTE.

This fall, Dean Howard Gillman
announced the launch of the
Spatial Sciences Institute, head-
quartered in USC College and di-
rected by John Wilson, professor
of geography.

As a new multidisciplinary field,
the spatial sciences has con-
tributed many of the theoretical
and technical advances toward
building new spatially aware
technologies while promoting
the collection, management and
analysis of digital geospatial in-
formation in both the natural
and built environments.

“Technology allows us to do our
jobs and our research better and
provides a rich and extensible
framework from which our
students can grow and diversify
their skills,” Wilson said.

“The newly established Spatial
Sciences Institute, under John’s
direction, will help facilitate and
optimize the use of spatial sci-
ences across the university and
continue to build on the excel-
lence across existing areas of
strength,” Gillman said.

4 | USC College Magazine
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John Wilson

Visit college.usc.edu/youtube to watch the lecture and college.usc.edu/tcc
for The College Commons 2010–11 series calendar.

Read President C. L. Max
Nikias’s full inauguration
address at usc.edu/president.



“LOVE OF LEARNING is the
guide of life.” This Greek motto
gives the Phi Beta Kappa Society
its name.

This past March, 178 seniors
and 13 juniors, mostly from USC
College, joined the ranks of this
elite society.

Of the 5,500 institutes of higher
learning in the United States, only
280 have Phi Beta Kappa chap-
ters, and only a small number of
students from each institution are
inducted each year.

Membership in the nation’s pre-
eminent honor society, recogniz-
ing excellent academic achieve-
ment in the tradition of learning
in the liberal arts and sciences, is
based on excellence in scholar-
ship, character and GPA. The Ep-
silon Chapter of California at
USC, the fifth established chapter
in the state, has honored outstand-
ing juniors and seniors studying
liberal arts and sciences since
1929.

In invitations sent out to in-
ductees, Robin Romans, associate
provost for undergraduate pro-
grams and president of the Phi

Beta Kappa Epsilon Chapter of
California at USC, announced that
a generous gift from a USC Col-
lege donor covered the cost of all
2010 initiation fees.

“This society recognizes excel-
lence in the liberal arts and sci-
ences,” Romans said. “The liberal
arts are the most precious parts of
the university. They put us in con-
versation with those who have
come before us, provide critical
perspective on how we live our
lives today and help us imagine a
better tomorrow.”

As keynote speaker and the
event’s honorary inductee,
Michael Quick, executive vice
dean in the College, elaborated.

“I hear people say that a great
university takes an undecided
freshman and has her become a
decided graduate,” he said. “That
is false. A great university takes a
decided freshman and makes her
an ‘undecided’ for the rest of her
life. Because the kind of educa-
tion that does that, a liberal arts
education, prepares you for any-
thing and everything.”
—ALLISON DOYLE MPW ’11
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More than 150 juniors and seniors, mostly from USC College, take Phi Beta Kappa Society’s official oath after receiving their certificates as new inductees.

A Lifelong
Love of Learning
MORE THAN 150 USC STUDENTS WERE INDUCTED INTO THE

PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY.

“The skills and tools learned by
the students are essential in
tackling key environmental
challenges in marine and coastal
systems on a global scale.”
Jim Haw, Ray R. Irani Chairman of Occidental Petroleum Chair in
Chemistry, and professor of chemistry and environmental studies in USC
College, on leading students on scientific research dives to Guam and
Palau in Oceania as well as to the USC Wrigley Marine Science Center
on Catalina Island. Haw’s students completed the summer course
through the College’s Problems Without Passports program.

Read the scientific research diving blog created by Professor Jim
Haw and his students at uscdiving.wordpress.com.



CREATING THE COLLEGE of
the future is the impetus behind
College 2020.

In Fall 2009, College Dean
Howard Gillman invited faculty
to work across existing depart-
ments and programs to identify a
set of themes that will be of great
societal relevance and impor-
tance in years to come. These
College 2020 thematic research
clusters will serve as the basis for
investments in new research ini-
tiatives and related academic pro-
grams for undergraduate and
graduate students.

Eighteen ambitious proposals
were submitted to a College fac-
ulty review committee. “I was
very pleased to see such a high
level of interest in this opportunity
by faculty members from across
the College,” Gillman said. “The
challenge of building the College
of the future has engaged faculty
from across all disciplines. More
than 200 faculty members were
listed as co-investigators in the
proposals that were submitted.”

College 2020 will build upon
the groundbreaking research al-
ready taking place across the
many College departments, re-
search centers and institutes by
providing faculty with a chance
to engage in bottom-up, peer-re-
viewed strategic planning around
important themes.

“There is no doubt that we
must maintain strong foundations
in basic disciplinary knowledge
and in the fundamental questions
of the human experience,” Gill-
man said. “But we must also be
prepared to demonstrate — to our
students, to our colleagues across
the university, to our supporters
and ultimately to society as a
whole — the ongoing relevance
and importance of our scholarship
and academic programs.”

The College 2020 thematic re-
search clusters chosen this year
are Science, Technology & Soci-
ety, led by Andrew Lakoff, asso-
ciate professor of anthropology,
sociology and communication;
Climate Change in Southern Cal-
ifornia, led by Douglas Capone,
William and Julie Wrigley Chair
in Environmental Studies and
professor of biological sciences,
and David Hutchins, professor of
biological sciences; and Genocide
Resistance, led by Wolf Gruner,
Shapell-Guerin Chair in Jewish
Studies and professor of history.

The SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY &

SOCIETY research cluster seeks to
foster individual and collaborative
inquiry into the production of sci-
entific knowledge and the societal
impact of technological innovation.

The research cluster CLIMATE

CHANGE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

will create an opportunity for the

6 | USC College Magazine
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CHINA DISPLACED THE United
States to become Brazil’s biggest
trading partner for the first time
last spring. Yet, many experts are
puzzled by the absence of a free
trade agreement (FTA) between
the two. What is inhibiting South
America’s largest economy from
deepening its trade relations with
China?

Hoping to uncover some of the
answers is Dawn Powell, a 2010
graduate of USC College. Powell,
who hails from San Diego, Calif.,
was awarded a 2010–11 Fulbright
Fellowship to Brazil where she will
probe Sino-Brazilian economic re-
lations and their implications for
Brazil’s development.

Powell will examine how do-
mestic factors have shaped
Brazil’s trade policies with China
and will also look at the protec-
tion-dependent sectors of Brazil’s
economy, such as the textile in-
dustry, and whether their politi-
cal clout may be hindering the
establishment of closer ties.

“Brazil is benefiting overall from
its relationship with China, but
there are other issues at stake that
we need to investigate,” said Pow-
ell, who majored in international
relations and Spanish. “How do
we ensure more winning than los-

ing sectors of Brazil’s economy and
how do we compensate for the los-
ers? I think this is going to be the
No. 1 development challenge in
Brazil for the next few years.”

Powell will conduct her re-
search in Rio de Janeiro with the
support of her Fulbright institu-
tional affiliate, the China-Brazil
Business Council. There she
plans to analyze China’s impact
on Brazil’s economy by evaluating
data on such areas as unemploy-
ment and foreign direct invest-
ment. Powell will also collect
firsthand interviews with Brazil-
ian academic and trade experts to
help identify the main arguments
both for and against an FTA.

To complement her independ-
ent research, Powell will enroll in
international relations courses at
the Universidade Estácio de Sá.
These studies will build upon the
coursework she completed while
spending her junior year abroad
at the Universidade Federal da
Bahia in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil.

“My passion is international de-
velopment and using business
models to alleviate poverty,” she
said. “How we can conduct busi-
ness in a socially responsible way
— doing well and doing good at
the same time.” —EMILY CAVALCANTI

She’s the Real Deal
DAWN POWELL WILL STUDY SINO-BRAZILIAN ECONOMIC

RELATIONS AS A 2010–11 FULBRIGHT FELLOW TO BRAZIL.
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A Better Tomorrow
USC SHOAH FOUNDATION INSTITUTE

WINS 2010 WALTER CRONKITE CIVIC

ENGAGEMENT LEADERSHIP AWARD.

In honor of its leadership in social
activism and innovative solutions
to global issues, the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute for Visual
History and Education received
the 2010 Walter Cronkite Civic
Engagement Leadership Award.

The award was presented by
What’s Your Issue, a national
nonprofit organization whose
mission is to “provide a unique
platform for young adults to pro-
pose creative solutions to some of
our nation’s most important chal-
lenges and for their voices to be
heard, honored and acted upon.”

Citing the “innovative program-
ming stemming from the Visual
History Archive such as the
Teacher Innovation Network and
new uses of the Internet and
other digital media to advance so-
cial awareness, foster compassion
and promote human rights edu-
cation,” the award was given to
honor the humanitarian work of
the institute to bring compassion
and justice to our global society.

“I hope there are implications to my research. I hope
to find something that will benefit humans living
there as well as the chimps.”

Maureen McCarthy, doctoral student in USC College’s Integrative and Evolutionary Biology graduate program,
on conducting her dissertation research on the behavioral ecology of chimpanzees stranded in fragments of for-
est that have been carved up by agriculture. McCarthy spent three months in the Kasokwa Forest Reserve in
Uganda this past summer tracking the ranging patterns of 16 chimps. Craig Stanford, professor of anthropology
and biological sciences, and co-director of the USC Jane Goodall Research Center, is McCarthy’s adviser.

Visit college.usc.edu/mccarthy to read the full story.

College’s many internationally
recognized experts in marine, en-
vironmental and social sciences
to build a new vision by synthe-
sizing the scientific aspects of
rapid coastal climate change with
the equally dynamic changes in
human cultural and political
institutions.

The cluster GENOCIDE RESISTANCE

will systematically investigate why
certain individuals, groups or soci-
eties do or do not follow the path
of mass violence and genocide.

The research clusters will re-
ceive a total of $1 million in fund-
ing over three years. In addition
to research support, funding will
lead to the creation of new gen-
eral education courses; under-
graduate majors and minors;

graduate certificates; interdiscipli-
nary seminars; and postdoctoral,
predoctoral and undergraduate
fellowships.

Criteria used by the faculty re-
view committee in the selection
process included a preference for
proposals that:

� Seek to address global
challenges of special impor-
tance and complexity;

� Contribute to positioning the
College in a leadership role
within a particular area of
study;

� Enhance the team’s opportu-
nities for external funding;

� Involve teams with broad
College faculty participation;

� Articulate a plan of action that
enhances Ph.D. education and
promotes the quality place-
ment of Ph.D. students;

� Engage undergraduates in
activities through research
opportunities or innovative
academic programming; and

� Propose teaching innovations
that are scalable across a
variety of academic programs.

Gillman was so impressed by
the quantity and quality of pro-
posals submitted this year that he
put out another call for proposals
this fall. “I look forward to re-
ceiving new proposals in addition
to revised proposals from this
year’s submissions,” he said.
—SUSAN ANDREWS
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There is no doubt that we must maintain strong foundations
in basic disciplinary knowledge and in the fundamental questions
of the human experience. But we must also be prepared to
demonstrate — to our students, to our colleagues across the
university, to our supporters and ultimately to society as a whole
— the ongoing relevance and importance of our scholarship and
academic programs.” —HOWARD GILLMAN, DEAN OF USC COLLEGE

“
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“What we’re doing — looking
for these little vampires hidden
below the bottom of the ocean
— is kind of a crazy idea. But

in L.A., you can take the intellectual, entre-
preneurial fever that’s out there, and use it
in really innovative research.”
KATRINA EDWARDS of biological sciences and earth sciences on leading a
team to create the Center for Dark Energy Biosphere Investigations headquar-
tered at USC and supported by a $25 million grant from the National Science
Foundation. Edwards was featured as part of LAWeekly’s 2010 “People” issue.

“One of the problems of redevelopment in
the Lower Ninth Ward has been homes
rebuilt in isolation. When two homes are
rebuilt together, at least there is a neighbor
to help share the stressors of living in what is
a challenging environment.”
ANDREW CURTIS of American studies and ethnicity in an Aug. 27 report in The New York Times on
New Orleans five years after Hurricane Katrina. The coverage included an extensive video package
drawn from the work of Curtis, who helped create a visual database of the city’s struggle to recover.

“This return to an almost primordial source
of power that children and their innocence
represent is a powerful force in our culture.”
KAREN STERNHEIMER of sociology in a June 28 Christian Science Monitor

article on the popularity of the Twilight series of books and movies among women over age 20.

“People in China will go see a Feng Xiaogang
film because it is by Feng Xiaogang. He is a
brand and has valuable name recognition.
People know a film by Feng will be well-
written and moving.”
STANLEY ROSEN of political science in a July 30 Newsweek article about Chinese filmmaker Feng
Xiaogang’s movie Aftershock, which earned more than $78 million this summer and broke the box-
office record for a Chinese movie in the domestic market.

IN THE NEWS

faculty quotables

“Museums should serve society
by stubbornly proclaiming their
unique ability to facilitate intimate
encounters with the real, the high-
est achievements of humankind.”
SELMA HOLO, director of the USC Fisher
Museum of Art and professor of art history,
in her June 23 letter to the editor respond-
ing to The New York Times’ article on the
Brooklyn Museum’s efforts to build an audi-
ence through populist programming and
exhibitions.

“Designing workable solutions
for our future — fixing our public
schools, addressing inequality,
promoting economic growth and
adopting a sensible approach to
regulating immigration — will re-
quire a serious and civil civic con-
versation based on shared facts.”
MANUEL PASTOR, director of the Center for
the Study of Immigrant Integration and the
Program for Environmental and Regional
Equity (PERE), and professor of American
studies and ethnicity; and PERE Project Spe-
cialist VANESSA CARTER in their July 2 San
Francisco Chronicle op-ed on how aiding
immigrants would help California.

“There is something of an irony
in California’s ‘moderate’ Tea
Party movement. For those who
still believe that a conservative
can win a statewide election,
they should think again.”
ANN CRIGLER, professor and chair of politi-
cal science, and acting director of the Jesse
M. Unruh Institute of Politics, and JANE
JUNN, professor of political science, in their
April 25 Sacramento Bee op-ed about Re-
publican Steve Poizner’s bid to be governor
of California and his relationship with Tea
Party activists.

Visit college.usc.edu/media-
news for more media
highlights.

OPINION LEADERS
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Arriving in Japan, the USC College sopho-
more initially noticed space — or the lack of it.
Nearly three-quarters of Japan is covered with
mountains so there’s not much room to spare.
With more than 30 million residents, Tokyo is
the world’s largest metropolitan area. The
parking structures caught Grimaldo’s eye.

“They were narrow and went straight up
several stories, like an elevator,” he said.
“Bike racks were stacked on top of one an-
other. Everything was compact.”

Grimaldo researched the issue of space for
USC College’s first Summer Intensive Program
in Japan. He was among 13 undergraduates
who spent one week exploring Japanese cul-
ture in Los Angeles, two weeks in Japan and a
few days debriefing this past summer during
the Norman Topping Student Aid Fund-spon-
sored program. So moved was Grimaldo by the
experience, he has changed his major from psy-
chology to international relations.

In August, students presented their papers
during Topping’s annual retreat, this year in
Palm Desert, Calif. Topping supports low-in-
come students showing a commitment to
community service. Established in 1970, Top-
ping is the nation’s only student-initiated and
funded scholarship.

Most Topping scholars are first-generation
college students like Grimaldo who come
from the surrounding community.

“I’m a first-generation college student my-
self,” Topping Director Christina Yokoyama
said. “When I was a student here at USC, I
studied abroad. I knew the great impact it had
on me and I knew the hesitation my family
had about my going.”

Yokoyama wanted to give Topping scholars
an opportunity to travel overseas.

“We wanted faculty onboard and there was no
doubt which faculty member I wanted,”
Yokoyama said of George Sanchez, professor of
history, and American studies and ethnicity, in
the College. “My only criterion was that we
travel to a non-Spanish speaking country to take
many of the students out of their comfort zone.”

Sanchez served as lead faculty adviser. Also
vice dean for College diversity, he chose
Japan, where he has lectured several times
and already has contacts.

“We wanted to introduce students to some
of the major transnational relationships that
have developed between Japan and the
United States since World War II,” Sanchez >>

IN THE WORLD

TAKING THE

EMPEROR’S
REIGN

Undergraduates laugh, cry and learn during USC College’s
first Summer Intensive Program in Japan.

BY PAMELA J. JOHNSON

N THE TOKYO SUBWAY TRAINS PASSENGERS were packed in like Pringles.
Each train typically had a designated “pusher” whose job was liter-

ally to shove people inside so the doors could shut. On the streets,
people walked so closely behind, you could hear them breathe.

“We were jam-packed, squeezed into people,” Anthony Grimaldo said
of Tokyo, his first trip abroad. “Personal space suddenly got a lot closer.”

Fall 2010 / Winter 2011 | 9



said, adding that an emphasis was placed on
exchanges relevant to minorities and the
working class in the U.S.

Throughout the trip, students discussed
race and ethnicity, comparing the relatively
homogenous Japan with the multiracial U.S.

William Baskerville, an international rela-
tions sophomore in the College, wrote a re-
search paper on race and ethnicity in Japan.
Baskerville was one of three students who re-
ceived funding for the trip from the College’s
Summer Undergraduate Research Fund
(SURF), which supports a project of the stu-
dent’s choosing. In addition to the Topping
project, Baskerville wrote a paper for SURF’s
American studies and ethnicity course, taught
by Sanchez.

In Japan, 98.5 percent of residents are
Japanese. But while in Roppongi, a Tokyo dis-
trict known for its nightlife, Baskerville no-
ticed many Africans passing out flyers in front
of clubs and stores. Talking to them, he found
they were from Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana and
elsewhere. They told him that many Rop-
pongi club and store owners are Africans who
tend to hire Africans. Some said they moved
from Africa to Japan after being offered jobs.

Other ethnic minorities live in Japan — for
example Chinese, Korean, Brazilian, Filipino
— and Baskerville’s project discusses laws in-
volving citizenship rights. He also offers his
take on attitudes.

“The way race is viewed in Japan seems to
be different than in the U.S.,” said Baskerville,
who is half African American and half Filipino.
“It seems to be treated as more of a curiosity
than anything else.”

Cultural lessons were a large part of the pro-
gram. Before students set off for Japan, they
spent one week attending seminars and field
trips in Los Angeles. The week began with

lectures and a visit by Japanese Consulate
General of Los Angeles Junichi Ihara.

Students toured the Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion and the Port of Long Beach, where cars
are brought in from Japan. They saw the cars
in post-production before they traveled to
Japan, where they would visit Toyota head-
quarters in Nagoya and watch automobiles
being made. (They said the Japan plant was
highly automated and run primarily by robots.)

They studied Japanese American history by
visiting Little Tokyo, the National Center for
the Preservation of Democracy and the Japan-
ese American National Museum. At the mu-
seum, a docent and World War II Japanese
American internment camp survivor told per-
sonal stories about being piled with several
families in a barrack without plumbing.

The museum hosted cultural etiquette les-
sons for the group. Students, staff and profes-
sors learned to bow, eat with chopsticks and
present their business cards in the formal
Japanese custom. They also learned what not
to do — such as eating while walking, sticking
chopsticks upright in a rice bowl or blowing
their noses in public.

Maki Watanabe Isoyama, Japan Foundation
senior program officer, demonstrated how to
present a business card by holding the top cor-
ners and bowing slightly. The deeper the bow
the more respect for the recipient. She asked
Lon Yuki Kurashige, associate professor of his-
tory, and American studies and ethnicity in the
College, to show the group how it’s done.

“OK, what is he doing wrong?” Isoyama
asked, before pointing out that Kurashige had
not been pinching two corners of the card.

Kurashige grinned, taking his mistake in
stride.

“I’m learning along with everyone else,” said
Kurashige, a Japanese American from South-

ern California, who accompanied Sanchez,
Yokoyama and the students on the trip, along
with two American studies and ethnicity Ph.D.
candidates and an additional Topping official.

Preparing for their trip to Tokyo Disney-
land, students went to Disneyland in Ana-
heim and contemplated tourism and global
culture. In Japan, they would visit Disney’s
“America Land” and see how the U.S. was
characterized. (Mainly late-16th-century colo-
nial America was represented, students said.)

They studied globalization in baseball, fol-
lowed by a trip to Dodger Stadium, where
they watched Japan’s most popular ball player
in the U.S., Hideki Matsui of the Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim.

Also, they took the subway to Boyle
Heights, where Sanchez described the Japan-
ese influence in the predominately Mexican
American community. Besides the history les-
son, the exercise prepared them for the
world’s most extensive rapid transit system in
Greater Tokyo. Although nothing can truly
prepare one for that, Sanchez said.

“It can be maddening,” Sanchez said of the
Tokyo subways. “There are 20 different lines
in 20 different colors all heading different
ways. You can walk 15 minutes underground
to get to a platform. There’s nothing like it
here in the states.”

While in Japan, students noticed that por-
tions were served smaller than back home.
They remarked on the lack of sugary sodas
and noted that favorite beverages appeared to
be green tea and water.

“Fountain drinks don’t exist in Japan any-
where I saw,” said Donald La, a USC Marshall
School of Business student. “So there are no
refills on drinks unless it’s water or tea.”

In La’s final project, he discussed healthy
lifestyles in Japan, drawing on his observations
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”We wanted to introduce students

to some of the major transnational

relationships that have developed

between Japan and the United States

since World War II.”

George Sanchez gives a token of appreciation to a representative from the Nagoya
Civic Reception House. Sanchez, professor of history, and American studies and
ethnicity in USC College, bows in the Japanese tradition to show his respect.



that people of all ages appeared to walk and
take subways everywhere. He noted that obe-
sity seemed to be nonexistent.

What struck Jesse Ruiz were all the elderly
people rushing around the chaotic metro sta-
tions. He also saw very few infants — not un-
expected since Japan has a dropping birth
rate coupled with one of the world’s highest
life expectancies.

“I thought about my grandmothers, who are
about the same ages of the older people I saw
in Japan,” said Ruiz, a French major in the
College who also has a major in USC Mar-
shall. “They would never have been able to
survive the metro stations of Tokyo.”

Seniors are more mobile in Japan, students
said. Henry Franco, a double major in interna-
tional relations and Chinese in the College,
described in his final project “welfare cars”
manufactured in Japan for the elderly and dis-
abled. At the Toyota headquarters in Tokyo,
officials described the welfare cars, each cus-
tomized for the individual’s disability.

Discussing the possibility of exporting wel-
fare cars to the U.S., Franco and the others
thought it unlikely because Japan’s govern-
ment highly subsidizes the technology.

At the Sony Computer Entertainment
headquarters, students met USC College
alumnus Hoon Kim, who in 1987 earned his
bachelor’s in psychology. Now Sony’s senior
vice president of sales and marketing commu-
nication, Kim gave students a tour of the cre-
ative gaming studio then let them play some
not-yet-released games.

They met with officials of the chamber of
commerce in Nagoya, L.A.’s sister city for the
past 50 years, attended a baseball game at the
Nagoya Dome, networked with members of
the USC Tokyo Alumni Club and spent time
with international and Japanese students at the
University of Tokyo, Doshisha University in
Kyoto and Nihon University in Mishima. With
the critical help of alumni club President Brian
Nelson, Columbia University Professor Gary
Okihiro, as well as Professor Masako Notoji

and other faculty at the Japanese universities,
the students were warmly welcomed in Japan.
What perhaps stayed with many the longest
was visiting the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum, which tells the story of World War
II’s U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima on Aug.
6, 1945, that killed more than 200,000.

They described the “Hiroshima shadows”
cast by people caught in the explosion and in-
cinerated; leaving dark shadows on a bank
wall and steps. The museum displayed clocks
stopped at 8:15 a.m. Outside, students ex-
plored the city.

Baskerville kept envisioning the city 65
years earlier.

“Mothers screaming for their children, chil-
dren crying for their parents,” Baskerville
said. “All of this horrific stuff. I kept trying to
distance myself from, as an American, being
responsible for the bombing.”

After such intensity, students relaxed, tak-
ing a boat ride to the peaceful Miyajima Is-
land, where they reflected and discussed their
emotional reactions to Hiroshima.

“History came alive for these students that
day,” Sanchez said.

The team bonded, experiencing together
the complexities of the Land of the Rising
Sun and its transnational connection to Los
Angeles and the United States. They ended
the trip with a night of karaoke, kicking off
with “We Are Family.” �

Read the blog created by Professor George
Sanchez and his students at
uscamericainjapan.wordpress.com.

Watch a video on the program at
college.usc.edu/americainjapan.
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William Baskerville, international
relations sophomore (left); Sergio
Calix, political science major; and
Yushi Yamazaki, American studies
and ethnicity Ph.D. candidate and
Fulbright scholar, take a boat to
Miyajima Island to reflect after
visiting the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb
Museum in Nagasaki.

Undergraduate Monica Rodriguez, governing board chair for the Norman Topping Student Aid Fund (left),
and Topping Director Christina Yokoyama stand near the Itsukushima Shinto Shrine on the island of
Miyajima. The shrine is dedicated to the three daughters of the Shinto deity of seas and storms.
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IN THE FIELD

OUTHERN CALIFORNIA: sunbeams, major mo-
tion picture companies, pricey real estate, Dis-
neyland, and the aerospace industry. Even
though it has greatly impacted the region since
the early 20th century, aerospace has received
comparatively little attention, especially of the
scholarly kind. That is until now.

Bill Deverell, professor of history in USC
College and director of the Huntington-USC
Institute on California and the West, along
with two key colleagues, is heading the mis-
sion for takeoff with the support of a National
Science Foundation grant that is funding a
postdoctoral researcher at USC and an
archivist at The Huntington Library, Art Col-
lections, and Botanical Gardens in Pasadena.

“We three amigos — Peter Westwick, an
award-winning historian of science and tech-
nology; Dan Lewis, curator of history and sci-
ence and head of manuscripts at The
Huntington; and I possess complementary
skill sets,” he said.

Deverell’s overarching charge as director of
the institute is to develop new fields, train
new scholars, work on collections and preser-
vation, and popularize the issues that are
being illuminated historically. The aerospace
project is exemplary in meeting these criteria.

“I am thrilled by what I see when people’s
lives are touched by personalized individual
life stories, and I hear them proudly recount
having worked on the aircraft shop floor,
worked at Northrop for 35 years, or worked at
Lockheed.”

It used to be easy to name the six big aero-
space companies, but today it is challenging.

“People are unsettled by moves, consolida-
tions and mergers of aerospace companies,”
Deverell said. “This project is a historical tra-
jectory of people and technology that inspires

individuals to look back and examine certain
kinds of technology through their special
memories.

“As teachers, we know enough as scholars
about aerospace to say in our undergraduate
courses that aerospace was important to
Southern California, but now we have the ma-
terials by which to write new stories for a
book,” he continued.

Deverell said that students are electrified to
learn about the change agents some of their
grandfathers were as aerospace engineers. They
were aerospace veterans who understood their
work and importance in the industry, in chang-
ing the world and in helping win the Cold War.

While historians chronologically approach
technological advances by the up and down
cycles of aviation and aerospace — the Cold
War, Korean War, Vietnam War, the ’80s build-
up, the ’90s drawdown, and post Sept. 11 —
Deverell said that it can also be viewed histor-
ically from ballooning to aviation to aerospace
to space flight.

“Looking ahead, space is the next frontier
for aerospace including the work being done
by SpaceX, the company that successfully
launched rockets into orbit and was founded
by PayPal co-founder Elon Musk.”

Few would dispute that there was ever a
time when airplanes were viewed in a more
critical fashion than during World War II.
“Spotter cards” were used to help Americans
identify airplanes to determine which were
friendly and which were not.

In fact, airplanes achieved celebrity status in
World War II. “Take a look at the Memphis
Belle, which was the first U.S. Army Air Forces
bomber to complete 25 missions in Europe
and return to the U.S., with two movies to date
having been made about it,” Deverell said. >>

RETURN TO

CAMELOT
Bill Deverell leads a team of scholars from USC College and

The Huntington to preserve the glory days of Southern
California’s aerospace industry for generations to come.

BY SUSAN ANDREWS
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The tail section of the Constitution, an aircraft under construction at Lockheed Aircraft Co., Burbank, in 1946. Because of
the underpowered engines of the double-decker transport, Lockheed only built two planes before abandoning the model.
PHOTO COUR T E S Y O F TH E HA R V E Y CHR I S T EN CO L L E C T I ON , T H E HUN T I NG TON L I B R A R Y , A R T CO L L E C T I ON S , AND BOT AN I C A L G A RD EN S



Many history buffs know that among the
tens of thousands of fighters and bombers that
helped win the war were the Southern Cali-
fornia-built P-38s, P-51s, B-17s, B-25s, and a
host of others.

But aerospace began long before World War
II. “The ballooning history in the aftermath of
the Civil War transferred technology ideas and
was inspirational to early aviation technology,”
Deverell said.

“With shows like Mad Men on television
today, we are seeing a nostalgic return to and
cultural fascination with old things,” Deverell
said. “The aerospace industry in Southern
California was thriving in the ’50s and ’60s; it
was the Kennedy-Camelot era.

“The aerospace project is undeniably excit-
ing and magical as well. We have a growing set
of materials that have led to more papers,”
Deverell said. “We can’t wait to see what will
happen next. It’s like a runaway train in the
best way.”

The aerospace materials include thousands of
papers and photographs that show the unique
color and personality of the times. “The collec-
tion of Harvey Christen, Lockheed’s first em-
ployee, contains thousands of photos and
important papers,” said Westwick, assistant re-
search professor of history in the College.

Among the papers of Ben Rich, a director of
Lockheed’s Skunk Works, Westwick found
photos of early aviator Lyman Gilmore Jr. and

his brother circa 1907. Gilmore built a steam-
powered airplane, which he claimed to have
flown in 1902. “Gilmore is interesting to histo-
rians, as he was to Ben Rich, because he tells
us something about aviation and California,”
Westwick explained.

Photos in the Christen collection include
those of Mississippi’s Roscoe Turner, an aviation
showman and flamboyant pilot. Turner’s spon-
sor, Southern California’s Gilmore Oil Company,
had him fly along with a lion cub, and Turner
kept the lion as a mascot even as the cub grew
into adulthood, which gave local aircraft workers
a scare when Turner arrived at their offices.

A small nondescript reporter-style notebook
was found nestled among the materials of Al
Hibbs, a prominent space scientist at the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory who became an early
science TV personality. The numbers on the
notebook pages are meticulous calculations
handwritten by Hibbs and a friend from a
visit to Las Vegas. Given no interference by
the casino’s owners, the two determined
which numbers would win by calculating bal-
ance changes on a roulette wheel. With their
winnings, they bought a sailboat and spent
the next two years sailing around the world —
a spontaneous act that some might say is not
generally associated with engineers.

“These are the facts and stories that histori-
ans get nervous about in tempestuous times,”
Deverell said. “We worry about loss of records;

destruction through consolidation or moves;
collapses; bankruptcies; or simply not caring.”

Deverell admits that not all materials can be
saved, but he hopes to assemble as much as
possible. “Scholars will be parachuting
through the material soon,” he said.

The team led by Deverell is developing a re-
search model that can be endlessly duplicated.

“We are creating a template on how to initiate
similar projects, engender scholarly interest, and
create buy-in by key industry players that can
be applied by anyone, anywhere,” Deverell said.

The Southern California basin was and still
is a premier player in the aerospace industry
that includes other areas in the West such as
Seattle, Albuquerque and Colorado Springs.
The aerospace project is one that people will
be grateful for now and into the future.

We can only imagine what long stowed-
away, fascinating aerospace papers and photos
may surface in homes and buildings across
Southern California. �
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Bill Deverell, professor of history in USC College,
directs the Huntington-USC Institute on California
and the West.

Flamboyant aviator Roscoe Turner flew with a lion cub nicknamed “Gilmore” until it grew too big for the
cockpit. The Gilmore Oil Company sponsored Turner and the cub for publicity purposes.
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how to change the world,
but what exactly do you

want to change? If we are
thoughtful and precise, the an-
swer will of course differ from

scientist, to philosopher, to
policymaker. The question is

both compelling and intuitive to all of us con-
nected to USC College; it’s both professional
and personal.

The mission of the USC Levan Institute for
Humanities and Ethics is to help students ac-
quire values of moral discernment, love of
truth and beauty, understanding of self, and
respect for and appreciation of others.

The institute’s theme this year — “Talking
to Strangers: Engaging Disagreement” —
explores moral discourse within our student
body, our university, our political parties and
nation, and our organs of global justice.

Our aim is to encourage discourse on how to
talk to one another about our most controversial

social issues, issues that we feel most passion-
ate about. How can we be true to ourselves,
and our most strongly held beliefs, while re-
specting those who vehemently disagree with
us?

We were delighted to have our Levan Annual
Distinguished Lecture, “Anonymous: Political
Discourse and Civility in the Digital Age,”
given in October by Danielle Allen of the In-
stitute for Advanced Study. Allen is widely
known for her work on justice and citizenship
in both ancient Athens and modern America.

In September, USC College undergraduate
Jayson Kellogg, who was deployed in Iraq
from 2006 to 2008, provided glimpses into
young soldiers, citizens and the war they share
with his photography exhibition “Talking to
Strangers: Children of War.”

We also organized Levan Coffeehouse
events that mixed College faculty and staff
expertise with insights from our colleagues in
law, medicine, engineering, art, business, and
communication. We began with a conversation

we called “War of Words” that brought to-
gether a panel of experts on freedom of
speech, hate speech and what we are calling
“hateful speech.” Other topics included: What
should we do about undocumented immi-
grants? Extra-terrestrial rights? Adversarial
states like Iran and North Korea?

To establish a long-lasting commitment to
talk to strangers and engage disagreement,
this fall we launched the USC Annual Ethics
Cup Competition and the Teaching Ethics
Program (TEP).

The USC Annual Ethics Cup Competition
is a debate-style competition we have organ-
ized in partnership with Writing 340 courses in
USC College, the USC Marshall School of
Business and the USC Viterbi School of Engi-
neering. The goal is to provide student teams
with an enjoyable way to engage ethical ques-
tions, develop critical thinking skills and com-
pete with fellow students across the university.
The winning team will represent USC in the
California Ethics Bowl, the gateway to the
National Ethics Bowl Competition.

Our second new initiative, TEP, is an out-
reach program created in partnership with the
School of International Relations’ Center for
Active Learning in International Studies
(CALIS). The Levan Institute will train un-
dergraduate volunteers from a variety of ma-
jors in the College to team-teach active
learning ethics to high school students in the
greater Los Angeles community.

Yes, you can change the world. And the
Levan Institute can help show you how. We
collaborate with departments, professional
schools and programs across the university to
bring students and faculty together with au-
thors and artists, philosophers and practition-
ers, and the ethical voices of our time. You are
one of these voices.

Come share in our talks about the most
pressing issues before us. Come with a spirit
of generosity and a desire to talk to strangers
and engage disagreement. It is the first small
step toward changing the world. �

...............................................................

Lyn Boyd-Judson is director of the USC Levan
Institute for Humanities and Ethics.

For more information on the USC
Levan Institute for Humanities and
Ethics, visit college.usc.edu/levan.

TALKING TO

STRANGERS
The Levan Institute for Humanities and Ethics invites

the USC community to engage disagreement.

BY LYN BOYD-JUDSON

IN THE COMMUNITY
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IN THE CLASSROOM

The spring of 2011 marks the 40th anniversary of
USC College’s Master of Professional Writing
(MPW) Program. Among the first of its kind, the
program unites five disciplines — fiction, nonfic-
tion, poetry, new media, dramatic writing — and
prepares students for writing careers.

MPW Director Brighde Mullins sits down with
Allison Doyle, a student in the program, and
discusses the art and craft of writing and the
benefits of an MPW degree.

How does an MPW degree prepare

students for writing careers? What

distinguishes MPW from similar programs?

MULLINS: The MPW Program emphasizes the
creative and the pragmatic aspects of a
writer’s life. Students are required to take
classes in all genres as a way to increase their
expressive capacities as artists and their op-
portunities as writers.

Our philosophy is reflected in our name,
which is in keeping with USC’s emphasis on
professional education across disciplines. Other
professional writing programs are more techni-
cally oriented — we are truly a creative writing
program with an added layer of preparation. We
offer panels and classes such as “Literary Mar-
ketplace” that address the gritty business reali-
ties and the aesthetic reach of being a writer.
“Irish poets, learn your trade, / Sing whatever is
well made,” William Butler Yeats advised in
“Under Ben Bulben.” Yeats inherited a tradi-
tion in which poems and stories were memo-
rized, recited and used as emblems against
adversity with the understanding that narrative
and lyric were essential to our sense of self.
This sense that writing is not only an art — it is
a craft — is essential to the understanding of
the College’s MPW Program.

Where do you envision the MPW

Program going in the next 40 years?

MULLINS: Our vision is to continue to challenge
our students to stretch into other genres and
forms, and to become creative citizens in the

world. The production mode of writing is chang-
ing drastically. Publishing is changing. Produc-
ing is changing. Even poetry is changing. These
changes have a bearing on the way that writing
finds its audience. The desire to write, the need
to write and the discipline that a writer needs —
these are timeless elements. As Samuel Beckett
said, “I could not have gone through the awful
wretched mess of life without having left a stain
upon the silence.” We must keep focus on
what’s timeless as we keep up with the times.

With the rise of social media such as

Twitter and blogs, along with other new

technology in publishing, what will the next

generations of writers need to succeed?

MULLINS: New technologies are new opportu-
nities. Tape recorders were cutting edge when
Beckett wrote Krapp’s Last Tape. The ability
to incorporate and adapt is a quality of mind
and spirit. The writer is a reader, and any
deep reader and serious writer will want to
know her precedents, what she’s inherited,
the tradition. The MPW curriculum is intro-
ducing classes to reflect how new technolo-
gies influence writing practice, such as a class
that looks at literary models for writing blogs,
or a cross-genre class on mashups.

In the writing workshops, how is an

environment created and maintained

that is supportive and encouraging?

MULLINS: The workshop is a tried and true
opportunity for a writer to find a community
of readers geared toward camaraderie and
constructive criticism. It is a place to test the
work, see what resonates, but most important,
cultivate the habit of writing.

It is the instructor’s role to set the tone for
the class, to establish a safe arena for serious
discussion and contemplation. Every instructor
has his or her own way of creating that arena.
My background is in theatre, an enterprise re-
quiring cooperation and camaraderie. These
are behaviors I encourage when I teach. There
is room for analysis, but the work is alive, and
the story is connected to a person and that per-
son is in the room. Gandhi wrote, “Writing is it-
self one of the experiments with truth.” What
kind of truth is available to us as readers, as
writers? The bar must be set very high. �

For more information on the Master of
Professional Writing Program, visit
college.usc.edu/mpw.

Watch a video on the MPW Program at
college.usc.edu/mpw-advantage.
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is in their hands
Manuel Pastor calls it the “game-changer.”

In Los Angeles County, one-third of
the residents are immigrants, nearly

half the workforce is foreign-born, two-thirds of
children have at least one immigrant parent, and
90 percent of those youngsters are U.S.-born.

“How these children and their parents fare will deter-
mine the future of the region,” said Pastor, professor of
American studies and ethnicity in USC College. “I find that
when I use this as a starting point, it changes the debate.”

And reshaping the dialogue around immigration is
what the Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration
(CSII) is all about. >>

BY EMILY CAVALCANTI

How will society be transformed by the
presence, skills and actions of immigrants?
USC College has become the convening
place for academic, community and public
policy leaders to conduct and discuss
research on the changing landscape of
Los Angeles and the nation.

OUR FUTURE



18 | USC College Magazine

Directed by Pastor and housed in the College, the center’s aim is
to provide a forum in which members of the academe and the com-
munity engage in remaking the framework for understanding immi-
grants and immigrant integration in California and the nation.

“Somehow the spirit of America, of being a welcoming place, has
been lost in the debates of the last decade or so,” Pastor said. “We
are really trying to create a space that will support solid research, but
also a place where community organizers and leaders can come and
have open discussions about what it means to be a changing Los An-
geles and how we understand our changing world as well.”

BUILDING UPON THE USC PROVOST’S INITIATIVE ON IMMIGRATION

and Integration launched in 2006, the vision for CSII began to de-
velop following a 2007–08 speaker series organized by Professor of
Sociology Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, who chaired a university-
wide faculty committee executing the initiative that also provided
seed grants for faculty research projects.

“We invited a half-dozen nationally recognized scholars on immi-
grant integration and they were honestly among the most well-at-
tended talks I have seen at USC in my 20 years here,” Hondagneu-
Sotelo said. “These events brought together undergraduates, gradu-
ate students, professors and even staff, which I think had to do with
the timeliness of the topic. It was an exciting moment.”

Then in April 2008, after nearly a year of planning by Pastor,
Dowell Myers, professor of urban planning and demography in the

USC School of Policy, Planning, and Development, and others, this
momentum continued when approximately 350 academics, policy-
makers and community leaders, including L.A. Mayor Antonio Vil-
laraigosa, assembled at USC to discuss a strategic research agenda for
successful immigrant integration. The conference, “Immigrant Inte-
gration and the American Future: Lessons from and for California,”
also served as the platform to formally announce the center.

“The university’s goal for quite some time has been one of engage-
ment. Immigrant integration really allows us to exercise that goal and
do so in a location — Los Angeles — that leads the country on the
topic,” said Myers, who co-directed CSII with Pastor until June 2010.

Manuel Pastor, professor of American studies and ethnicity, directs the Center
for the Study of Immigrant Integration and the Program for Environmental
and Regional Equity, both housed in USC College.
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research, but also a place where

community organizers and
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changing Los Angeles and

how we understand our

changing world as well.”
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“So creating a center that focuses on immigrant integration is a natu-
ral fit with both USC’s location and its ethos.”

“It was a really interesting event because it established USC as a
convening place for community and civic leaders and public policy
actors around this issue and around a very different approach,” added
Pastor, who also directs the College’s Program for Environmental and
Regional Equity (PERE) that provided early infrastructural support
for the center.

UNDERSTANDING THIS “VERY DIFFERENT APPROACH” BEGINS WITH

why CSII chose the term “immigrant integration” as well as how the
center defines it.

Pastor pointed out that “immigration policy” tends to beget argu-
ments around legality and border control. “Immigrant rights” fails to
resonate with many because the United States has a tradition of civil
rights, which are based in citizenship. Immigrant integration, on the
other hand, tends to be more forward-thinking.

“Immigrant integration looks at long-term processes of change,
both for the people who have arrived and for the society that they
enter into and help to transform by their presence, by their skills and
by their actions,” he said.

While the term “immigrant integration” is sometimes associated
with sacrificing one’s cultural and ethnic identity to assume a role in
mainstream American society, Pastor believes the center’s new defini-
tion not only reflects the nuances of an increasingly globalized world,
but offers a three-pronged meaning that is specific and measurable.

“When we speak about immigrant integration, what we’re really
saying is improved economic mobility for, enhanced civic participa-
tion by, and receiving society openness to immigrants,” he said.

“Economic mobility is in many ways at the heart of the American
dream. Those who may arrive in the U.S. with limited skills and start
at the bottom of society are told that, if they work hard, they will
move up over time.”

The center is investigating whether such progress is a reality and
determining what efforts are necessary to ensure that the quality of
life for immigrants and their families is improving.

In addition, CSII is exploring ways to promote “civic participation”
so that immigrants move through a process of becoming not just citi-
zens, but active citizens who are involved in decision-making for
their schools, unions, communities and government.

“Receiving society openness to immigrants” may be harder to assess,
but Pastor explained that it can still be gauged by reviewing current
policies and the types of welcome afforded to new arrivals. In some
places, such as Silicon Valley, he noted how significant attempts toward
immigrant integration are demonstrating how immigrants of many dif-
ferent skill levels and ethnicities are contributing to the area’s economy.

“One of the things we need to understand is that when we are a
more welcoming society, we’re able to take advantage of the assets
and skills that people bring,” he said. “We’re able to build on those
to make a more productive society.”

In addressing all three of these dimensions to immigrant integra-
tion, the center focuses on two objectives: creating what Pastor calls
a “scaffold of research” for productive conversation among policy-
makers and the public, and establishing USC as a central convening
player. Instead of concentrating solely on either disseminating schol-
arship and data or engaging the community, CSII is carving out its

own place among the country’s research centers on immigration.
Pastor attributed much of the specific convening vision to Myers.

“Dowell saw that there was a sweet spot in the middle for a center
that would be tethered in scholarship, have ready data capacities and
be publicly engaged,” Pastor said. “There really isn’t a center occu-
pying that particular spot in California, and only a couple operate this
way in the country.”

Myers acknowledged that remaining in “the middle” continues to be
one of the challenges CSII faces, but he and Pastor are confident that
through the projects the center chooses, a balance will be maintained.

AFTER CSII’S FORMATION WAS ANNOUNCED IN SPRING 2008, PASTOR

and Myers’ first move was to begin working across USC’s many schools
to unite faculty members, even those who may not have initially con-
sidered their research as falling under the topic of immigration.

“I think it’s very interesting that much as the term ‘immigrant in-
tegration’ means trying to think about the two-way processes — how
society changes but also how migrants change — integrating these
efforts into the center is trying to forge new ways for people to col-
laborate across their school boundaries,” Pastor said. “This was a
community of faculty waiting to be put together.”

“USC has had leading scholars in the social sciences since the 1920s
and some of America’s top scholars in the field today are from USC,”
Myers said. “So to establish a center that pulls these individuals to-
gether and provides a common meeting place was critical.”

CSII introduced the Community Scholars Series to encourage con-
versations among the university’s scholars as well as foster closer ties
with community and civic leaders. USC faculty, along with those from
other institutions including the University of California, Los Angeles
and The City University of New York, join leaders from organizations
such as the Black Alliance for Just Immigration and the Asian Pacific
American Legal Center to explore an array of subjects ranging from im-
migration and President Barack Obama’s administration to hometown
associations’ role in immigrant integration, to name a few.

But as Andrew Mellon Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow Juan De Lara
observed, the exchange of ideas at these events develops into much
more.

“The center provides an institutional home that connects faculty
through dialogue and discussion,” said De Lara, who holds a joint ap-
pointment in CSII and the Department of American Studies and
Ethnicity. “Faculty are incorporated into on-the-ground issues be-
cause they form relationships with community organizations and
policymakers. The center harnesses individual faculty research and
creates something greater, more effective.”

This spring De Lara presented his yet-to-be-published work on
the regional labor market in Riverside and San Bernardino counties
as part of CSII’s faculty seminars, which pair junior and senior USC
faculty members in sharing their unpublished work with faculty from
various USC departments and schools. Once De Lara outlined his
current research project, attendees were invited to ask questions and
give feedback.

“There’s a generative force when you bring faculty together
around these seminars,” De Lara said. “We are able to move beyond
our individual work and into a broader discussion about where our col-
lective research efforts may yield more informed and important results.”

Expanding upon CSII’s Community Scholars Series and faculty >>
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seminars, Myers spearheaded the conference “Immigrant Intergener-
ational Mobility: Methods, Interpretations and Policy Implications.”
The day-long program sponsored by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
and the James Irvine Foundation in October 2009 gathered top schol-
ars from institutions in Southern California and throughout the coun-
try to evaluate the successes and failures of second-generation
immigrants’ economic, political and social incorporation in the U.S.

NOT ONLY HAVE FACULTY BEEN EAGER TO BE BROUGHT TOGETHER

by the center, but community leaders off campus have been flocking
to events and relying upon CSII for its expertise.

The California Community Foundation (CCF) was one of the first
organizations to turn to the center for guidance when it wanted to
determine the best way to invest its funds toward ensuring immi-
grants’ successful integration in L.A. County. CSII first analyzed
county data to ascertain who makes up L.A.’s immigrant population.
Then they assembled six focus groups composed of different stake-
holders: immigrant and refugee rights advocates; business leaders
and workforce developers; funders and foundation officers; city plan-
ners and elected officials; labor and community organizers; and in-
terethnic coalition builders. As they talked through the data with
CSII staff, the groups weighed in on how this translated to their re-
spective constituencies and offered their thoughts on what would
most help immigrants in Southern California.

Rhonda Ortiz, CSII project manager, recalled how almost across
the board every group expressed that to truly make progress with is-
sues of immigrant integration, a roundtable or task force with repre-
sentatives from all the various sectors in L.A. was needed.

The subsequent report that Pastor, Ortiz and their center col-
leagues submitted led the foundation to draft a funding strategy that
included the creation of such a group. CSII was asked to step in as
the facilitator and thus the CCF Council on Immigrant Integration
was born. Made up of about 35 participants that include the L.A.
Area Chamber of Commerce, the UCLA Labor Center, the L.A.
County Sheriff’s Department, the South Asian Network, Coalition
for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA), and the
L.A. Mayor’s Office, the council seeks to foster alliances across sec-
tors to tackle policy development. They meet quarterly to discuss
topics such as the economy and its effects on immigrants, the 2010
census, communication and how immigration is talked about, and
immigrants’ access to healthcare.

“People have been extremely engaged and coming to every meet-
ing,” Ortiz said. “We’ve just completed our first year and people are
really into it and making good connections.”

One such member is David Rattray, a 1982 MBA graduate of the
USC Marshall School of Business and now senior vice president of
education and workforce development for the L.A. Area Chamber of

Commerce. The thoughtful conversations and unique perspectives
on immigrant integration offered by the council’s participants have
helped Rattray form deeper relationships with local leaders and pro-
vided valuable direction on how to best advance the chamber’s goal
of improving pre-K through 12 public education and access to post-
secondary education for all L.A. students.

“Immigrant integration is an issue that often lends itself to a lot of
polarization,” said Rattray, who is also president and executive direc-
tor of UNITE-LA, a nonprofit organization that seeks to create busi-
ness and community partnerships with schools to support an
effective public education system in L.A.

“It’s really helpful to diffuse that division and have a more enlight-
ened discussion and see if we as a larger community can develop an un-
derstanding of how we can create a better shared agenda. The council
supports this cause with the idea that there’s a much greater common
interest than is otherwise perceived in the daily dialogue of the politics
of the community and within the context of national politics.”

Along with encouraging open discussions, CSII has also recognized
its role in delivering data to the public that is based on a broader
sense of scholarship and reflective of a fuller picture of local and na-
tional debates. Their “Creating a New Voice for Immigrant Integra-
tion” project, funded by the James Irvine Foundation, has
established a ready-response mechanism that provides a repository
of solid data and accessible analysis on California’s immigrant popu-
lation to government entities, funders, media and others.

This project helped CSII and the California Immigrant Policy
Center to team up earlier this year to produce the report, “Looking
Forward: Immigrant Contributions to the Golden State,” which de-
tails how immigrants’ successes are intertwined with six of Califor-
nia’s powerful regional economies. The Associated Press and
newspapers, including the Fresno Bee and the San Jose Mercury News,
were quick to take notice and disseminate the findings.

CHIRLA sought out the center’s scholarly resources to evaluate the
economic outcome if undocumented workers in California were legal-
ized. The report, “The Economic Benefits of Immigrant Authorization
in California,” considers the state’s more than 1.8 million unauthorized
Latino adults and how their legalization could lead to higher wages,
increased consumer spending and tax revenue, and job creation.

Angelica Salas, executive director of CHIRLA, then distributed
the results to California’s congressional representatives and senators
to help inform their decision-making.

“I was in a meeting with Senator Barbara Boxer in Washington, D.C.,
in which we asked that she help us be a leader for comprehensive im-
migration reform,” Salas recalled. “I handed her the CSII report and
she brought it close to her chest and explained, ‘This is exactly what
we need as legislators to make the argument that comprehensive immi-
gration reform is good for the economy and benefits all of California.’

“Immigrant integration is an issue that often lends itself to a lot of polarization.
It’s really helpful to diffuse that division and have a more enlightened discussion
and see if we as a larger community can develop an understanding of how
we can create a better shared agenda.”



This reaction from our elected officials is exactly why this report con-
tinues to be so important to the work of CHIRLA.”

Most recently, CSII released “A State Resilient: Immigrant Integration
and California’s Future” to counter a June 2010 report by the Center for
Immigration Studies (CIS) that offered a bleak forecast for California’s
economy and labeled it the “least educated” state in the country.

By focusing on aspects of the interaction between immigration and
education that the CIS report left unexamined, Pastor and his CSII col-
leagues found that while inequality has indeed risen in California this
is perhaps more closely tied to the changing nature of the U.S. econ-
omy than to the presence of immigrants as the CIS authors claimed.

ANOTHER CRITICAL FOCUS FOR CSII HAS BEEN ASSISTING CIVIC

institutions, particularly those that have traditionally served L.A.’s
African American communities, adjust to the changing demographics
around them. For example, the center is working with the nearby
Second Baptist Church, whose members are primarily African Ameri-
can, to support programs and advocacy efforts relevant to the needs of
the surrounding neighborhood, which is now about 88 percent Latino.

Assistant Professor of Sociology Veronica Terriquez, along with CSII
staff, collaborated with the church and Esperanza Community Hous-
ing Corporation to structure focus groups, design a neighborhood sur-
vey, and collect and analyze more than 500 responses from residents.

“Through our research we have learned about the different types
of educational programs and institutional resources needed in the
community, as well as local residents’ interests in working together to
address shared concerns,” Terriquez said. “Not only has this valuable
information furthered communication between Latino and African
American stakeholders and area residents, but it has also helped de-
velop ties between Esperanza, an organization with a strong track
record of serving Latino immigrants, and Second Baptist, which has a
long history of advocating for the rights of African Americans.”

With support from the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr. Fund, CSII is
investigating how its research and policy analysis can be used in such
projects to advance immigrant integration while encouraging multi-
racial alliances. In particular, the center aims to identify ways to build
coalitions between immigrants and African Americans that are based
on shared common issues rather than race relations alone.

“In all our work, we’re looking at immigrants, their families, their
communities,” Ortiz said. “It’s a two-way street. We want to make
sure that native-born populations understand the contributions immi-
grants are making so they can work together. That way you’re really
focusing on the issues, like affordable housing, that affect everybody.”

Having secured approximately $650,000 in funding since its incep-
tion in 2008, the center is working to firmly establish itself within
California policy circles with a range of projects that demonstrate
how crucial the intersection of scholarship, data and engagement is
in framing the immigration debate.

“The center’s mission recognizes the incontrovertible fact that im-
migrants will continue to make significant contributions to building
and strengthening L.A. and our country,” said Gabriel Sandoval, for-
mer deputy legal counsel to Mayor Villaraigosa and director of the
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs. “The center’s pioneering work
under the leadership of Dr. Pastor serves as an invaluable resource
for local, state and federal policymakers and elected officials.”

Pastor hopes that as leaders at all levels increasingly take notice of

and rely on the center’s efforts, a new story around immigrants and
immigrant integration will be carved out that ensures a better future
for L.A. and urban America.

“This is a moment of remaking ourselves, of remaking this coun-
try and of remaking this story,” Pastor said. “By helping to create a
research scaffold and provide a convening place, the center is work-
ing to ground this new narrative in reality as well as an optimistic
vision of our interwoven destinies.” �

Watch a video on Professor Manuel Pastor and his research
at college.usc.edu/pastor.

This fall, Associate Professor of Political Science Ange-Marie
Hancock joined the Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration

(CSII) as associate director. Having played an integral role in the cen-
ter’s formation and first few years, Dowell Myers, professor of urban
planning and demography in the USC School of Policy, Planning, and
Development, stepped down as co-director in June. He continues his
work with the center as an affiliate faculty member.

“Dowell’s contributions to the start-up of CSII were invaluable,” said
Manuel Pastor, the center’s director. “His pathbreaking book, Immi-
grants and Boomers, provided much of the center’s framing around
the mutual benefits of immigrant integration and it was his strategy
for combining data, analysis and engagement that has guided the
way we have done our work.”

As one of the faculty members most engaged in CSII-sponsored activi-
ties, Hancock was a natural choice for the new position, Pastor said.
“Ange-Marie combines a brilliant intellect, an abiding interest in the in-
tersections and integration of peoples and movements, and strong or-
ganizational and leadership skills,” he said.

Hancock, who joined the Department of Political Science in 2008, ex-
amines intersections of race, gender, class and sexuality politics and
their impact on public policy. A globally recognized scholar in the
field, she has served as an international expert in American politics
for the U.S. Department of State as well as during the 2008 presiden-
tial election, and is frequently quoted in media outlets including The
New York Times. Her forthcoming book, Solidarity Politics for Millen-
nials: A Guide to Ending the Oppression Olympics (Palgrave Macmil-
lan, January 2011), focuses on finding common ground across
multiple types of difference as a method of political engagement for
individuals, groups and policy practitioners in United States politics.

“I believe deeply in the center’s mission to provide 1) the highest
quality research and 2) the opportunity to change the narrative sur-
rounding immigration through dialogues that include quality oppor-
tunities for people not just to speak, but to genuinely listen to each
other,” Hancock said. “These two aspects of our mission are what I’m
most excited about working on at the local, national and international
levels in the coming years.”

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF
IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION

LEADERSHIP
NEWS

Ange-Marie Hancock Dowell Myers
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Founded in 1972, the
JOINT EDUCATIONAL
PROJECT (JEP), housed
in USC College, is one

of the oldest and largest service-learning
programs in the country, offering students
at USC the unique opportunity to combine
academic coursework with experiences in
the community surrounding the campus.
More than 68,000 students, logging more
than 1 million service hours, have partici-
pated in JEP since its inception.

Each year, approximately 2,000 students
from numerous courses earn academic
credit for their participation in JEP. In ad-
dition, about 400 students serve as non-
credit volunteers and share their time and
special talents with their neighbors.

38
YEARS

Anger is like a red fire ant.
Anger is a hot sun in summer.
Lonely as a street of broken dreams.
Loneliness is a broken toy in a trash can.
I am as lonely as a teddy bear left in the
subway on a lonely Tuesday at 3:30 a.m.

I am as happy as a butterfly in spring.
“BROKEN DREAMS,” WRITTEN BY THEN FOURTH GRADER DELVY GARCIA AT 32ND STREET SCHOOL

Professors Aimee Bender and Cecilia Woloch of English lead THE WRITER IN THE

COMMUNITY, a course administered through the Joint Educational Project (JEP) and the
USC Center for Excellence in Teaching since 2008, in which undergraduates teach
poetry and fiction to children in the community.

STUDENTS
68,000

USC College is big on numbers, but just as

big on heart. Here are just a few of the many

ways the College community has united to

make a lasting impact on the lives of others.

big hearts
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The School of International
Relations’ CENTER FOR ACTIVE

LEARNING IN INTERNATIONAL

STUDIES has built strong civic
engagement programs that
have taught 25,000 youths in
grades 9-12 about world issues
during the last 10 years.

The TEACHING INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS PROGRAM, founded
by USC College’s Vice Dean for
Academic Programs Steve Lamy
in 1993, has guided more than

2,500
USC students in international
relations courses to teach in
local high schools and serve as
mentors.

52,000
VIDEO TESTIMONIES,

32
56
The USC SHOAH FOUNDATION

INSTITUTE FOR VISUAL HISTORY

AND EDUCATION (SFI), estab-
lished in 1994 and housed in
USC College, maintains one of
the world’s largest video digital
libraries. SFI’s mission is to over-
come prejudice, intolerance, and
bigotry — and the suffering they
cause — through the educational
use of its video testimonies of
Holocaust eyewitnesses.

30,000+
Michael Quick, executive vice
dean in USC College, moder-
ates the Natural History Mu-
seum of Los Angeles County’s
FIRST FRIDAYS series, which has
drawn more than 30,000 atten-
dees from the community and
USC over the last three years.
First Fridays mixes scientific
presentations on a variety of top-
ics with food and entertainment.
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13

4 THE EDISON CHALLENGE, a joint
project of the USC Wrigley Institute
for Environmental Studies and the
electric utility company Edison
International, has given 1,134 stu-
dents from 44 high schools and 59
middle schools in Southern Califor-
nia a chance to improve K-12 sci-
ence education through hands-on
projects. Challenge prizes include
expeditions to Catalina Island and
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 1,

07
0 THE QUIKSCIENCE CHALLENGE, a

competition established by the USC
Wrigley Institute for Environmental
Studies through a partnership with
Quiksilver, Inc. and the Quiksilver
Foundation, has encouraged 1,070
students from 78 middle schools and
83 high schools to create projects on
an ocean science subject with USC
student mentors. Prizes include trips
to Catalina Island and the USC
Wrigley Marine Science Center.

LANGUAGES,

COUNTRIES

“There have been other uni-
versities that have wanted to
conduct studies at our schools.
What made USC different is
that instead of bringing in their
research, they asked what we
needed first.”
—Robert Schwartz, former Chief Academic Officer,
Inner City Education Foundation Public Schools

The CENTER FOR URBAN YOUTH, led by USC College’s Depart-
ment of Psychology and directed by Professor Gayla Margolin,
is a community-based program devoted to improving the
lives of Los Angeles’ urban youth.

As California Poet Laureate,
Professor of English and
Creative Writing Carol
Muske-Dukes established the
MAGIC POETRY BUS, a state-
wide poetry project that
brings poets, actors and play-

wrights to public schools and juvenile halls. The Magic Poetry
Bus joined with Get Lit: Words Ignite, a literacy project in
which inner city teens learn and recite traditional poetry by
heart as well as perform spoken-word poems. Together they
are raising funds to publish and distribute the Magic Poetry
Bus Driver’s Guide free to California Public Schools. To con-
tribute to this effort, visit getlit.org. To learn more about the
Magic Poetry Bus/Get Lit, visit magicpoetrybus.org.
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DOUBLE
Experiential education changes lives. Just ask the 68,000 student volunteers from USC College’s Joint Educational Project
(JEP) since 1972. Katherine Schwarzenegger, Paul Krekorian and the Vidana twins included.And don’t forget Yvette.

BY PAMELA J. JOHNSON

EARING WHITE COWGIRL BOOTS, Cynthia
and Jazmin Vidana skipped into kinder-
garten in red cotton dresses trimmed
with lace. Petite, they had the same
slightly crooked smile, doe eyes framed

with bangs and flowing russet tresses.
By third grade, one significant distinction between the

twins emerged, although unseen. Cynthia couldn’t read.
Or rather, she could make out the words but not their
meaning. Her Weemes Elementary School teacher
paired her with a reading tutor through the USC Joint
Educational Project (JEP).

“Her name was Yvette,” Cynthia said. “She incorporated art into the lessons
and made reading fun. It was something I looked forward to every week.”

Jazmin knew how important Yvette was to her sister. Cynthia would share
with her the artwork she created with construction paper and paste repre-
senting a book she had just read. She would show off the gifts she bought
with play money earned for reading. They were small rewards — funny
sunglasses with eyes that popped out — but they were incentive enough and
Cynthia quickly improved.

“Yvette was such a cool person,” Jazmin said, remembering how Yvette would
crouch down to address the sisters at eye level. “At home, I’d try to help Cynthia
with reading because I liked pretending I was a USC reader myself. My sister
and I have never forgotten Yvette.”

A decade later, the USC College juniors are reading tutors at Weemes
through JEP. Like Yvette, they are participating in the USC ReadersPlus pro-
gram. Growing up a few blocks from campus, they were involved in the USC
Neighborhood Academic Initiative that prepares low-income area students for
college. Although accepted to several other major universities, after graduating
from James A. Foshay High School, they became Trojans. With Jazmin major-
ing in political science and Cynthia in history, both are considering law school.

W
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Arriving from Durango, Mexico, the sisters’ father is a house
painter and mother, a homemaker. The twins are first-generation
college students.

“Now at Weemes, we walk through the same hallways and the
same playground,” Cynthia said. “We’re teaching children to read in
the same room where I was tutored.”

Housed in USC College, JEP has been altering life paths since
1972. Many students have stories like the Vidana twins, tutored by
JEP students and eventually becoming JEP volunteers themselves.
In other cases, USC students moved by their JEP experiences de-
cided to become teachers — sometimes returning to the schools

where they once volunteered.
Alberto Rivera was a USC undergraduate with plans to become an

engineer when he became a reading tutor at Vermont Avenue Ele-
mentary School through JEP.

“I changed my major to education and never looked back,” said
Rivera, who for the past nine years has been teaching second grade
in the classroom where he once tutored. Other JEP students have
gone on to open their own nonprofit organizations.

But there is more to JEP than altruism. There’s the crucial “joint ed-
ucational” component. The students’ community service is meant to
enrich their in-classroom academics. Students taking more than >>

USC College undergraduates Jazmin (left) and Cynthia Vidana teach children to read through the Joint Educational Project (JEP) at Weemes Elementary School,
where the twins were once students. Cynthia, three minutes older than her identical twin sister, was tutored by a JEP student when she was a Weemes third grader.
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65 courses university-wide teach the practical implications of class-
room lessons in neighborhood projects. Barbara Seaver Gardner, who
founded JEP with 200 student volunteers in local schools, called this
phenomenon “the two-way street.”

“Barbara would be so pleased,” Tammara Anderson, JEP’s execu-
tive director, said of Gardner who died of lung cancer in 1993. “Her
baby has grown up.”

To date, JEP has placed in excess of 68,000 USC students in service-
learning roles. More than 1,100 students volunteer each semester in
50 schools, nonprofits, social services agencies, hospitals and clinics.

Among the nation’s oldest and largest service-learning programs,
JEP is an international model. The organization was the first to im-
plement America Reads with its USC ReadersPlus program in May
1997, ahead of the official campaign kickoff by the Clinton Adminis-
tration. Time magazine’s recognition of USC as “College of the Year”
in 2000 was largely attributed to JEP’s success.

What began as the USC Readers program added a “plus,” indicat-
ing math tutoring. Another program, JEP’s Trojan Health Volunteers
(THV), gives pre-med students a chance to shadow doctors. Each ac-
ademic year, approximately 160 student volunteers provide support
at area clinics and hospitals from translating Spanish to English, to
assisting during examinations.

“JEP has taken what was a beautiful small plant with flowers and
turned it into a big beautiful tree bearing fruit,” said Daniel Potter,
an Orange County obstetrician who in 1987 established THV as a bi-
ology undergraduate in the College.

In JEP’s “The Writer in the Community,” College undergraduates
learn to teach fiction and poetry to students at 32nd Street School.
Author Aimee Bender and poet Cecilia Woloch, both of English, cre-
ated and teach the course, administered also through the USC Cen-
ter for Excellence in Teaching.

“The students teaching the school kids get
a taste of this incredibly vibrant, imagina-

tive world,” Bender said. “The kids
have a sort of dream-like world that
they dive into and I think you can’t
help but feel a little invigorated and
inspired by that.”

Other programs involve volunteers
working with foster children, home-
less families and at-risk youths.

Sociology lecturer Karen Sternheimer’s students have tutored at
centers such as Western Community Day School where youths who
have served time in juvenile detention centers and are on probation
attend high school. The experience is part of her juvenile delinquency
and deviance courses.

“They see the complexity of the person who has to overcome the
stigma of being labeled a juvenile delinquent,” Sternheimer said of
her students.

Although these programs greatly benefit the community, Anderson
tells her volunteers to steer clear from what she calls the “messiah
syndrome.”

“They’re not going out there and saving people,” said Anderson,
hired by Gardner in 1981 and named executive director in 2001.
“But through their service, they’re an important part of the solution
to problems in our community.”

In training sessions, students are reminded that although the chil-
dren’s lives may not reflect their own upbringings, that doesn’t mean
the way the children are being raised is wrong.

“Our student volunteers are going out there and seeing different
aspects of society,” Anderson said. “Hopefully they’re learning that
we’re all part of the human race living on this one planet together.”

Katherine Schwarzenegger understands this. For California Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and journalist Maria Shriver’s daughter, volun-
teering runs in her blood. In 1962, her grandmother, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver, John F. Kennedy’s younger sister, founded Camp Shriver, the
catalyst for the Special Olympics. Her grandfather, Robert Sargent
Shriver Jr., established the Peace Corps. In 1965, he created and di-
rected the educational service for low-income students Head Start,
Lyndon B. Johnson’s first “war on poverty” program.

“Growing up, my parents always made sure we did something
community-service oriented,” said Schwarzenegger, a junior major-
ing at the USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journal-
ism, and minoring in gender studies in the College.

In ninth grade, Schwarzenegger spent the summer in Costa Rica,
living with a family and volunteering in elementary schools. She also
helped build schools and worked one on one with abused women.

“Summers before that, we worked at my grandma’s house in Wash-
ington, where she had a Special Olympics camp,” Schwarzenegger
said. “We were camp counselors, taught swimming, and did arts and
crafts with students. Every break we had, my brothers and sister and
I were always doing something to give back to our community.”

As a Trojan, Schwarzenegger volunteers with JEP. Last spring, she

“Mentor work is

good for your soul.
Even if you see the child one time, it can

make a difference.”
KATHERINE SCHWARZENEGGER
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was a teacher’s assistant at Saint Raphael Catholic School as part of a
gender studies course. At the South Central Los Angeles school, she
tutored math, spelling and writing.

“I’ve always been crazy about little kids,” said Schwarzenegger,
the eldest of four children. “I have a close-knit family and have al-
ways taken on the responsibility of being ‘junior mother.’”

Helping them makes her feel valued and real, she said.
“Mentor work is good for your soul,” she said. “Even if you see the

child one time, it can make a difference. Besides aiding the kids, the act
of community service helps build your personality and your character.”

The work also helps keep her grounded.
“For me, community service has been a way to check back into re-

ality,” said Schwarzenegger of Brentwood.
Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Krekorian, too, considers his

JEP involvement more than a community service — it was also a gift
to himself.

“It was an enormously eye-opening experience that broadened my
perspective on the world,” said College alumnus Krekorian, who in
1981 earned his bachelor’s degree in political science. “USC draws in
part from a privileged class. I didn’t grow up privileged, but I grew
up in a suburban environment.”

Raised in Reseda in the San Fernando Valley, Krekorian’s father
was a Marine Corps World War II veteran and small business owner,
his mother a homemaker with four children.

“I didn’t have much exposure to what the world was like outside
my little environment until I started volunteering with JEP,” said
Krekorian, who taught children about environmental issues then took
them on nature walks, pointing out what they had learned in class.

One of the beauties of being a Trojan, he said, is the ability to be part
of the diverse community surrounding campus.

“Personally experiencing the slice of life that’s faced by neighbors
of the university is exceptionally beneficial,” Krekorian said during
an interview at his Los Angeles City Hall office. “It’s important for
someone who wants to get the complete broadening experience of a
USC education.”

For the Vidana twins, who came from the surrounding community,
they want to encourage youngsters to follow their lead.

“Sometimes we start speaking to the children in Spanish just to
get that connection going,” Cynthia said. “They get to know that we
share the same story, share the same obstacles, and if they try hard
enough, they can make it to USC.”

Jazmin remembers tutoring a kindergartener named Joel who
could not grasp the days of the week.

“I’d pick him up on Friday and say, “Hey, Joel what day is it
today?’ And he’d say, ‘It’s Monday.’ I’d say, ‘No, Joel, it’s Friday,’ It
went on like this the entire semester.”

To make the lesson stick, she used several activities. She had him
create a calendar and write in his plans for each day. She made flash-
cards and had him arrange the days in order. With chalk, she wrote
days inside squares on the playground and had him hop in order. He
couldn’t quite get it.

Until the semester’s last week.
When Jazmin went to meet Joel, she looked around the classroom

and couldn’t spot him. Then an excited Joel, his hair spiked up with
gel, came running toward Jazmin.

“Hey Joel, your hair looks nice,” Jazmin told him.
“I knew today was Friday,” Joel confidently replied. “So I asked

my mom to spike up my hair for you.”
“It’s at these moments when I know this is what I’m supposed to

be doing,” Jazmin said. “It feels right.”
Yvette would be proud. �

For more information and videos about the Joint Educational
Project, visit college.usc.edu/jep.

Tammara Anderson, Joint Educational Project (JEP) executive director (back
row), stands with former and current student workers who began their
relationship with JEP as volunteers: Brooke Holmes (front left), Josh Real and
Yuan Alice Ma. Jon Ou is standing in back.

JE
P

G
R
O
U
P

P
H
O
T
O

B
Y

P
H
IL

C
H
A
N
N
IN

G
;
T
H
V

P
H
O
T
O

B
Y

M
A
S
O
N

P
O
O
L
E

As a USC College pre-med student, Will Morris participated in JEP’s Trojan
Health Volunteers program. Here, he speaks in Spanish to a patient at the St.
John’s Well Child and Family Center near USC, then translates for the doctor.



28 | USC College Magazine

aitlin Smith enters the Los Angeles
home of 19-year-old gang member
Edgar.* She has a plan of action
and a stack of job applications.

That day, they are going to fill out
the applications together and drop them off at
local businesses. But after chatting with Edgar
about his week, Smith, a psychology graduate
student in USC College, realizes her elaborate
plan has to be scrapped.

The night before, Edgar was riding his bike home from a
friend’s house when police stopped and ticketed him for reckless
bike riding. Adding to the stack of unpaid tickets he’d received
over the past seven years, the fines totaled thousands of dollars.
The stress is getting in the way of his job search, so Smith decides
something has to be done.

Instead of spending the day looking for jobs, Smith and Edgar
spend four hours in traffic court.

“It’s just another one of those days that no matter what agenda
you’ve written, all of the other things that come up demand to be

dealt with first,” Smith said. “But as a counseling experience, we
still have to make it work.”

Smith is a counselor in the Behavioral Employment Program
(BEP), founded in the College by Stan Huey, associate professor of
psychology, and American studies and ethnicity, and then-graduate
student Dawn McDaniel. This pilot intervention program combines
counseling with job-seeking strategies, and examines the relation-
ship between employment and gang involvement with a small
group of gang-affiliated youth in Los Angeles.

The use of employment strategies in youth gang intervention is
not new. There are programs across the country that operate under
the theory of fighting gangs with jobs. But in the course of his re-
search, Huey found little scientific data to back up the effective-
ness of the various intervention methods. His goal is to provide
this data by running a controlled clinical trial and analyzing the re-
sults to determine which methods work, and which do not.

BEP, originally funded by the National Institute of Mental Health,
is led by Huey and supported by psychology graduate student coun-
selors like Smith and McDaniel, as well as a group of undergraduate
research assistants. Huey’s team has spent years collecting detailed
information about each case to assess cause and effect and hopefully
answer the question: Do jobs help to counter gang membership? >>

*This name has been changed to protect the program participant’s identity.
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Mock interviews, résumé

critiques and handshake

tutorials — this is not a typical

gang intervention. Stan Huey and

his research team are investigating

whether opening career paths can

change the lives of gang-involved

Los Angeles youth.

therapy
GANG BY LAURIE MOORE
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According to Huey, members of a gang are more likely than non-
gang members to possess firearms, engage in violent behavior, be-
come homeless, require public assistance, spend time in jail, and die
prematurely. Gangs are costly to the justice system and may pose a
threat to public health and safety.

A Los Angeles County probation officer, who asked that his name
be withheld due to his work with minors, said that there are many
reasons that young people become involved in gangs.

“A lot of these kids come from really tough family situations,” the
officer said. “For some, it’s an escape from their families. For some,
it’s just the thing to do. For some, it’s just because they’re bored
while their parents are working to keep a roof over their heads.

“It’s a mess out there,” he continued. “Most of these kids are just
trying to survive.”

Each of the youths involved in BEP was referred through the Los
Angeles County Probation Department within one month of being
released from a juvenile detention camp. They have all been ar-
rested at least once for offenses such as vandalism, assault, armed
robbery, burglary, grand theft auto, and drug possession, and they all
confirmed that they either are or have been members of street gangs.

For some of these youths, Huey noted, being in gangs is a core part of
their identities, and resisting the lure of gang life can be difficult.

“For many of them, their gang is like a family,” he said. “These
kids can articulate in the clearest terms why the gang lifestyle is
problematic, a dead end, but it’s still challenging for them to disen-
gage themselves because it’s part of who they are.”

“If you get these kids in

this critical phase,
there’s a greater likelihood

of altering their life

trajectory.
So if you can provide

opportunities at

that point, they’re more

likely to follow the straight

and narrow.”

Associate Professor of Psychology, and American Studies and Ethnicity Stan Huey and his research team, including psychology graduate student
Caitlin Smith, examine the impact of their employment intervention program on gang-affiliated Los Angeles youth.
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Huey and his team focus their intervention efforts on youth aged
16 to 20 because they believe the younger they are, the more likely
they will make significant changes in their lives.

“If you get these kids in this critical phase, there’s a greater likeli-
hood of altering their life trajectory,” he said. “So if you can provide
opportunities at that point, they’re more likely to follow the straight
and narrow.”

“Many people theorize that if you help youth get jobs, then that
begins the process of them leaving gangs,” said McDaniel, a former
BEP counselor who helped develop and implement the program.
“We wanted to test to see if that theory was accurate.”

BEP involves a total of 27 young adults: 96 percent are male; and
the group is divided 76 percent Latino and 24 percent African Ameri-
can. The researchers utilize two randomly assigned treatment condi-
tions to compare the outcomes. The test group consists of 15 youth
receiving BEP’s services, and a second group of 12 acts as the con-
trol, receiving the typical counseling and employment services pro-
vided by the probation department.

Huey and his team then compare the test and control groups to de-
termine if BEP leads to greater reduction in gang involvement,
greater increases in employment, and if the increases in employment
are associated with reductions in gang involvement.

“Our explicit goal is not to extricate youth from gangs. We assume
it will be a by-product of our intervention,” Huey said. “Our hope is
that the time spent getting youth job-ready, helping them get jobs,
and helping them keep jobs will compete with gang activity.”

The employment counseling is set in areas familiar to the youth,
usually at their homes or at neutral locations. While Huey organizes
and coordinates each case, counselors meet with the test group
members regularly during the course of 12 months.

As he was developing the program, Huey hoped to have jobs ready
immediately for the youth to capitalize on their high level of motiva-
tion post-detention. However, due to the toughest job market since
the Great Depression, the jobs that he and his group had worked so
hard to organize were no longer available.

“Instead, we actually had to work with the youth to find their own
employment,” said McDaniel, who graduated with a Ph.D. in psy-
chology in 2010 and is now working for the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. “Conceptually that changed the program a lot. It
meant that we were actually walking door to door with the youth,
modeling what it’s like to look for a job.”

Once it was clear that employment would not be guaranteed, the
counselors had to start from the beginning. Smith said that depend-
ing on the goals she and the youth set, or depending on their level of
motivation, they work together on activities ranging from practicing
interviews to filling out online job applications to creating résumés.

“Sometimes we really have to start with the basics, such as how to
open up a Word document and type and save,” Smith said.

One of the many things that Huey and the counselors have learned
throughout the process is flexibility. Each youth requires a different
level of support, and depending on how successful he or she is with
job searching, the goals of the counseling sessions change.

If the youth is successful in procuring a job, the counselors focus

on the challenges that come with holding a job, such as selecting ap-
propriate clothing, maintaining a schedule and arranging transporta-
tion. For others who aren’t as successful, their goals may focus on
building a lifestyle that can support a job search, such as avoiding the
types of behavior that lead to arrest.

In Smith’s story about Edgar and his stack of tickets, sometimes
counseling youth on job-readiness means more than just helping
them practice a professional handshake. Even as Smith sat beside
Edgar in traffic court, she used the experience as an opportunity to
model staying calm under pressure.

Because this is a pilot program, one of the main goals for the group
is to collect as much information as possible. All interactions, includ-
ing those outside the traditional counseling time — Smith has even
visited one youth’s school to advocate on his behalf — are useful to
the study. They help Huey’s group to better understand the day-to-
day life of the young people they’re treating.

Huey and his counselors also have to be open to experiences other
than employment preparation because they are still the youth’s
clinicians and close resources. Smith recalled receiving a late night
phone call from a young man enrolled in the program who was hav-
ing suicidal thoughts, which she, Huey and McDaniel acted upon
immediately.

“Our first priority is not the science, it’s the people,” Smith said.
“We’re going to do whatever is in our power to be good therapists.”

Huey’s program accepted its first participants in 2007, and has con-
tinued to gain them on a rolling basis. The data from the first few par-
ticipants who have completed the program has been gathered, but
there are still a number of youth actively involved in the program.

Although the study is ongoing, the preliminary data is encouraging.
“Youth who get our intervention compared to the control group at
the six-month period wind up spending less time with a gang,” Huey
said.

They have found in BEP participants that an increase in employ-
ment is significantly related to a reduction in gang involvement.
Huey noted that both groups had similar difficulties in finding em-
ployment, but BEP youth were less likely to remain gang-involved
at the end of the six-month period.

“We’re trying to figure out, if it’s not getting and keeping a job
that’s the active ingredient, what else might be?” Huey said.

After the pilot study is completed in 2011, Huey hopes to obtain
funding to work with a larger group of gang-involved youth, utilizing
the practices that his team has found successful. If the same results
are replicated in the larger study, he plans to disseminate the find-
ings to institutions and public offices dedicated to violence preven-
tion strategies.

Through BEP, Huey is both testing his employment-gang inter-
vention theory and providing real world opportunities for partici-
pants to seek traditional career paths. The potential for BEP to
actually change their lives is great. The pull of the gang is strong, but
Huey hopes the pull of making an honest living will be stronger. �

Watch a video on Stan Huey and his research at
college.usc.edu/stanhuey.
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Before entering USC College,
these freshmen saw what they needed to

do and took action. Their motivations differ.
For Maurice Turner, his Aunt Laura’s Alzheimer’s set

him in motion. Alice Hall-Partyka became fed up 
with garbage strewn in waterways. 

Some prompts came from cataclysmic events. Steve Zhou, 
for example, was moved by a rash of student suicides at 
his high school. Others, seemingly commonplace: Sheena

Khanna was inspired by everyday storage containers. 

Whatever the catalyst, these six freshmen have the initiative
to seek changes and the perspicacity to see them through.
The newest additions to the Trojan Family exemplify what

makes USC College so extraordinary. In the fall of
2010, the College welcomed 1,900 new freshmen

and transfers. Of nearly 18,800 freshmen 
applicants to the College, only 22 

percent were admitted. 
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BY MEGAN CHRISTOPHER MPW ’11 AND ALLISON DOYLE MPW ’11

Show us how.



O
T wenty-three years old, homeless and 

raising her two young children alone in a
Silicon Valley Motel 6, Erin seeks help.

Jennifer Padilla, an intern with Sacred Heart Community
Service in San Jose, Calif., meets with Erin regularly. At
first, Erin looks tired and strained. She’s given the basics:
food and clothing. After Jennifer connects her with
agencies providing free child care and vocational train-
ing, Erin is energized. Even her two daughters are in
higher spirits, seeing the shift in their lives. 

Eventually, Erin finds a better-paying job and safe child
care for her daughters. 

“I’m not completely on my feet yet, but I’m getting
there,” she tells Jennifer. 

“That’s what I love about service,” says Jennifer. “It’s get-
ting to work with people one on one and hearing their
stories and where they come from. Why should Erin, a
kind and hardworking woman, be forced to explain to her
children that there won’t be any dinner or a warm place to
stay that night? That personal experience motivates me
and helps me grasp the bigger picture of why I’m doing
what I’m doing.”

Jennifer is committed to working toward social justice
and sees her future in community service as a fusion of
administrative and hands-on work.

“I’m really inspired by the people I’ve worked with at 
Sacred Heart,” she says. “They’ve devoted their lives com-
pletely to serving the common good and selflessly giving
themselves to help others. That’s the kind of life I want to
live.”

Jennifer’s inner strength and focus in large part stems
from her dedication to martial arts. She’s currently in the
dojo training for her third-degree black belt in karate.
For the past four years, Jennifer has honed her skills in
martial arts and social justice — two activities she sees as
interconnected.

“Karate keeps me grounded,” says Jennifer, who has
studied the art for more than a decade. “I’ve gained
focus and self-discipline from it; and it’s where I get my
power, drive and motivation.” —A.D.
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Jennifer
Padilla
Major: African 
American Studies 

Activities: Junior 
Auxiliary Volunteer 
Captain, Good Samaritan
Hospital; Coach, Girls on
the Run (Silicon Valley);
Student Advisory Council
Member, Rep. Mike
Honda (D-California);
Youth Advisory Council
Member, The Health Trust
(Silicon Valley); Associ-
ated Student Body 
President
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Maurice Turner
Major: Biochemistry  Minor: Neuroscience  

Activities: Chapter President, Jack and Jill of 
America, San Diego; President, Kudos Youth Group; 

San Diego Links Achiever; President, Pathways2College;
National Honor Society; Class Salutatorian D onned in a lab coat, nitrile gloves and

safety goggles, Maurice Turner stands
at a fume hood that vacuums air from around his
face, limiting his exposure to noxious vapors.

Inside a laboratory at The Scripps Research Institute,
the intern adds chemically constructed sugars to amino
acid sequences and watches the solution turn a deep
red. He wants to determine whether the additional sugar
will affect instability and misfolding in the proteins.
Misfolded proteins in the brain are believed the primary
cause of diseases such as Alzheimer’s, diabetes, Parkin-
son’s and cystic fibrosis. 

Maurice hopes to discover a way to prevent these deadly
diseases. The quest is personal. His Aunt Laura died
from Alzheimer’s. 

“It was really hard when she stopped recognizing us,”
Maurice says. “Seeing that deterioration made me pas-
sionate about finding a cure.”

He remembers his Aunt Laura’s peach cobbler and big-
ger-than-life personality; her booming laugh and glasses
that to his young eyes seemed to cover her entire face. He
smiles recalling her getting down on the floor to play with
him and his older brothers. His aunt had no children, so
Maurice, Marcus and Matthew became her surrogate sons. 

Maurice thought of his aunt when he applied to the Kelly
Laboratory. Selected from more than 200 applicants, Mau-
rice was among 25 interns at Scripps in San Diego. He
was the only one chosen to work at the Kelly lab, which
focuses on protein folding and how it affects the brain. 

After his internship in 2009, Maurice was invited to return
for the summer of 2010. The research he conducted
under the guidance of postdoctoral researchers was in-
cluded in a paper, now being considered for publication in
the Journal of the American Chemical Society.

He selected USC College after listening to William 
McClure, professor of biological sciences, speak to
prospective USC Trustee and Presidential Scholars (he
became a Trustee Scholar), and learning about the USC
Memory and Aging Center.

“I can’t wait to continue researching in a USC lab,”
Maurice says. “I’d love to work with Dr. McClure and
the memory and aging center.” —M.C.
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Alice Hall-Partyka
Major: Environmental Studies

Activities: Co-president, Rainforest Ecology Institute;
Member and Girl Scout Gold Award recipient, Girl
Scouts of the USA; Community Service Participant, 
Rustic Pathways; Intern, USC Energy Institute

S oapsuds, rusty car motors, old gas cans, fast-
food containers, and a ton of Styrofoam 

pollute the stream running from Hahamongna Water-
shed Park to Cherry Canyon in La Cañada, Calif.  

Alice Hall-Partyka puts on her gloves and gets to work,
hopping from rock to rock, untangling garbage from the
plant life and clearing refuse from the water. 

“It’s important to me that I don’t just sit around,” Alice
says. “I want to feel that I’ve accomplished something.”

Alice is passionate about water issues. Eventually, she
hopes to influence national water quality policies, a goal
inspired by the culmination of her work with the Girl
Scouts of Greater Los Angeles. She was awarded the
Girl Scout Gold Award for her project, which required
her to address a need in her community. 

Tackling the stream in her hometown seemed like the
perfect opportunity, especially when she discovered how
few people actually know it exists. Long after earning
the award, Alice still wakes early on Saturdays to pick up
trash with volunteers she’s invited. After a morning of
hard labor, several participants tell her they are surprised
they enjoyed it so much and want to do it again. 

“There will be plenty of opportunities,” Alice replies,
and plans are made for the following week.

“I wanted to make sure that the stream wasn’t just clean
for the six months I was working on the project,” says
Alice, who estimates she and her team have cleared
more than 1,000 pounds of debris from the stream. 

Her ambition extends beyond Southern California. The
project has developed her interest in world health issues
as a result of poor water quality, particularly as it relates
to children. After college, she plans to join the Peace
Corps, and wants to build wells in Latin America or sub-
Saharan Africa.

She ultimately hopes to work with new technologies
that will make decontaminated water available on a
global scale. 

“Water perplexes me,” Alice says. “It’s something that
we need to live, but it’s also killing so many people,
whether from the bacteria, or simply a lack of water all
together. There must be a solution.” —M.C.
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A t the Mercy Learning Center in 
Bakersfield, Calif., green thumbs

abound. Children dig rows in the dirt, hammer
stakes into the ground and bury seeds in the soil.

Patrick “P.J.” Atchison digs right along with them when
he notices that a few of the older boys have stopped
working and look bored. P.J. joins them.

“David had a football jersey on, so I asked him if he
played,” P.J. says. It turned out that while they all loved
football, very few of them had ever had the chance to
play.

P.J. decides to change all that. He begins using part of
each day to run football drills with the boys and share
training techniques, all while talking to them about the
benefits of exercise and nutrition.

“I want to make it fun for them to stay active and in-
volved in school and their lives in general,” P.J. says.

While in high school, P.J. was a member of Dream
Builders, a program created by the Jim Burke Education
Foundation that pairs top students with corporate spon-
sors and challenges them to design projects that benefit
the underserved.

“We wanted to create something that would have a last-
ing impact on people’s lives,” he says.

Starting a self-sustaining vegetable garden fit into that
plan. They began planting in the backyard of Mercy, a
resource center for low-income children and their fami-
lies. In addition to pouring and molding a large concrete
planter themselves, P.J. and others at the center brought
in a nutritionist and hosted an exercise carnival with
prizes, games and nutrition trivia.

“Eventually, we hope they’ll be able to use the garden
to harvest their own fruits and vegetables,” P.J. says.
While at USC, he plans to continue his hands-on ap-
proach to improving the community by incorporating
sound economic tools and policies.

“Economics can be seen as such a cold science,” he says.
“I’m interested in economic redevelopment and how
you can apply these practices to something very real and
humanitarian, like helping a community build their own 
garden.” —A.D.

Patrick “P.J.” Atchison
Major: Economics

Activities: President, Garces Memorial High 
School Democrats Club; Co-founder, Pencils for 
Africa community collection; Participant, Bakersfield 
Teen City Government; Senior Class President



G rowing up, Sheena Khanna grabs her toys
from thick, plastic bins. The same containers
are scattered throughout the house storing

family goods — mail, tools, cleansers.

By the time she’s a teenager, the containers have piqued
her curiosity.

“Where do you get all these containers?” Sheena asks her
mother one day. “Operating rooms,” replies her mother,
an eye surgeon. “They were going to be thrown away.”

Sheena is stunned. The items her mother brings home
include plastic and Styrofoam containers, plus paper
boxes that previously housed medical supplies.

She wonders: Why aren’t hospitals recycling these things?
“We see recycling in school and at home, but it needed to
be implemented in hospitals,” Sheena says. “They were
just throwing everything into a contaminated waste bag,
which is more costly to dispose of and worse for the envi-
ronment because when it’s burned, it releases carcinogens.”

Sheena decided to tackle the problem herself after learn-
ing that many hospitals in her area lacked a program to re-
cycle non-hazardous materials. With the help of her
younger brother Rajan, she discovered that other items
commonly found in hospitals such as corrugated cardboard
and glass containers could also be recycled. Armed with
this knowledge, Sheena and Rajan created the Empower
& Assist Recycling Through Hospitals (EARTH) project.

“Recycling these materials has huge benefits 
both environmentally and financially for the 
hospitals,” says Sheena, who is in communication 
with several hospitals in her hometown of Oak 
Brook, Ill., and plans to present the recycling program 
to their board members. The program is currently in 
place at the Edward Hines Jr. VA Hospital. 

“We’re really pushing to expand the program and I
think it’s going to grow a lot,” she says. 

Currently, the EARTH project is updating its Web site
and presentation materials. During her time at USC,
Sheena plans to familiarize herself with Los Angeles-
based hospitals.

“I want to see what kind of recycling is going on in Los
Angeles,” Sheena says. “I definitely want to see what I
can do here.” —A.D.

SCALPEL ... FO
RCEPS ... 

RECYCLING 

Sheena Khanna
Major: Neuroscience, Baccalaureate/MD

Activities: President, Key Club; Tutor, Read to Lead;
Participant, LeadAmerica Youth Leadership Conference;
State Tournament Contestant, Science Olympiad
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A fter the fourth student at his Palo
Alto, Calif., high school commits 

suicide in six months, Steve Zhou takes action. 

He helps organize an open-mic forum on campus, Lyrical
Love, in which participants can share their feelings
through stories and songs, opening with “This Little
Light of Mine.”

Holding hands, they belt out, “I’m gonna let it shine, let
it shine, let it shine, let it shine!”

“Even if someone had a terrible voice or didn’t know all
the words, all of us were singing,” Steve recalls. “There
was such a feeling of community. We hugged, waved our
hands in the air. We felt our spirits lifting.”

Though the deaths affected everyone at Henry M.
Gunn High School, Steve was devastated that a friend
he’d known since middle school was among the dead.
He worried about two other friends who suffered from
depression and had already attempted suicide.

Some blamed the school and speculated that high levels
of stress led the teens to step in front of passing com-
muter trains. Steve and his classmates banded together
in challenging misconceptions and reached out to one
another through words and actions.

“From my experience, I’m the happiest when I’m
around people who care about me,” Steve says. “When I
don’t feel supported, I feel alone. That’s the importance
of forming a tight-knit community. It helps when you’re
there for each other.”

Steve co-founded the Gunn Recognition Group that
spotlights unsung student heroes. He helped organize
fundraisers for a suicide prevention peer-counseling
group selling “Talk to Me” T-shirts.

At USC College, Steve wants to mentor high school stu-
dents in the surrounding community. His dream is to 
become a doctor, and after his experience at Gunn, he’s
interested in psychiatry.

“There will be some kind of human interaction in what
I do,” Steve says. 

Emerging from the tragedies at Gunn, he feels like a 
different person.

“A friend isn’t just someone to hang out with,” he said.
“I listen more. I can sit down and talk. I’d like to reach
out somehow at USC and in L.A.” —M.C.

OVER TRAGEDY
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Steve Zhou
Major: Biochemistry

Activities: Executive Council Member, Henry M. 
Gunn Student Council; First-place Winner, 2008 

U.S. Open Showcase Solo for Senior Division Piano;
Board Member, Interact Club 
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PASS
it forward

We can all inspire others, says Keary Colbert ’06,
a spokesperson for the Boys & Girls Clubs

of America’s “Be Great” campaign.

BY LAURIE MOORE

K
eary Colbert’s left forearm bears an “SC” tattoo,
his right shirt sleeve, the clasped hands logo of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. He is a man
who takes pride in his history and his alliances.

But for the USC College graduate and former Trojans
football player, these are more than just symbols of his
alma mater and the club of his youth. Each represents 
a place where he received gifts that changed his life: 
mentorship and the opportunity to make his own future.
His mission now is to ensure that others will have the
same chance to follow their dreams. >>



This past spring, after retiring from professional football, Colbert ac-
cepted a position as a graduate assistant coach for the Trojans, and the
role of spokesperson for the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s “Be Great”
campaign. This nationwide effort highlights former club members such
as Colbert to re-engage fellow alumni and inspire them to give back to
their home organizations, whether it’s donating time or resources. 

“It was an honor to be chosen by the Boys & Girls Club in my
hometown,” Colbert said of the Greater Oxnard and Port Hueneme,
Calif., branch he attended as a young man. “I look at ‘Be Great’ as a
way to inspire someone else in my community to do the same things
I have done — go to college and go on to live a dream.”

There are 4,000 Boys & Girls Clubs with 4.2 million young people
connected through membership or community outreach annually.
Clubs are open during the day, after school and on weekends to pro-
vide youth ages 6 to 18 with a safe place to learn and grow. A team of
youth development professionals and volunteers offers programs in-
cluding career development, fitness and recreation, the arts, health
and life skills, and academic support. 

Tim Blaylock, chief professional officer of the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Oxnard and Port Hueneme, notes that in 2009, the high
school graduation rate in Oxnard was 62 percent, but for local club
members, the rate was 96 percent. With 7,200 members and 50 pro-
grams including a sailing team and music program, the club relies on 

volunteers and donations from its community and alumni.
“If we get more caring adults involved through the ‘Be Great’ 

campaign with the help of Keary and others like him, we can have a
greater influence on our young people,” Blaylock said.

As part of the campaign’s outreach, grade-school portraits of famous
club alumni from actors Denzel Washington and Martin Sheen to
track and field star Jackie Joyner-Kersee grace billboards and bus
shelters across the country. In Oxnard, it was Colbert’s childhood pho-
tograph that appeared on local billboards. The 6-year-old, whose
image watched over drivers on the 101 Freeway, shares the same
modest smile and gentle demeanor as his grown-up counterpart. Now
28, Colbert has experienced college life and life in the spotlight.

A 2006 USC College graduate, he holds a B.A. in sociology and a
stellar record as a wide receiver with the Trojans. Colbert went on to
play for National Football League teams such as the Carolina Pan-
thers, Denver Broncos, Seattle Seahawks and Detroit Lions. 

Colbert’s football career began in the Boys & Girls Club, where he
often spent time during summer breaks. He is quick to point out that
his situation growing up was different than many of his club peers.
He attended the club because his parents worked full time — his
mother, Berma, for Sears, and his father, Patrick, for Southern Califor-
nia Edison — and he was fortunate to have a loving and supportive
home life. To his parents, the club was a positive environment where
their son could spend his free time and an alternative to staying home
unsupervised, but to Colbert, it was simply “the cool place to be.” 

“Everybody went to the Boys & Girls Club during the summer,”
he said. “When school was out, I couldn’t wait to get there.” 

Even though Colbert started out playing basketball at the club,
once he joined the flag football team, he realized he was actually bet-
ter at scoring touchdowns. 

Then he watched a televised football game that made him begin
to consider the reality of playing professional football. Colbert recalls
the face-off between USC and Northwestern University at the Janu-
ary 1996 Rose Bowl. “Keyshawn Johnson had a monster game, and I
remember sitting in front of the TV in awe of him and what he was
doing that day,” Colbert said. “At that point I realized, I want to do

40 | USC College Magazine

While a sociology major in USC College, Keary Colbert was a wide receiver for
the Trojans, and later for NFL teams including the Carolina Panthers. Colbert
credits the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Oxnard and Port Hueneme with
sparking his interest in football. Today he is a graduate assistant coach for the
Trojans and a spokesperson for the club’s nationwide “Be Great” campaign.
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that — play football, go to USC. Everything clicked.”
And as a club member, he was certainly in the right place at the

right time. Chuck Muncie, a club alumnus and former running back for
the New Orleans Saints and San Diego Chargers, was the executive di-
rector of Colbert’s hometown club at the time, and Colbert remembers
looking up to him. The two soon became friends, with Muncie coach-
ing him both on his football future and on his life choices.

“Keary’s dream was to go to college and play football at a top uni-
versity,” Muncie said. “A lot of the things I
talked to him about centered around his
decision-making process and leadership
role in his community.”

This emphasis on personal development
first, football second, made a lasting im-
pact on Colbert.

“It wasn’t just about sports with
Chuck,” Colbert said. “He always talked
about schoolwork, making sure everyone
was doing the right thing and being a
good person.

“As I got older,” he continued, “I realized
that Chuck was giving back to me, planting
seeds in my life that I didn’t realize were
there until later when I was able to appre-
ciate him and all he did for the club.”

Muncie, together with Colbert’s service-
focused family and other mentors in his
life, helped instill in him the importance of
giving. When he was a teenager, Colbert
shifted from taking part in club activities
to volunteering, keeping score at basket-
ball games and mentoring younger kids.

Colbert continued to develop his foot-
ball skills, and after his high school foot-
ball career, he was offered the chance to
play at his dream school — USC.

As a starting wide receiver with the 
Trojans, Colbert set the all-time record for
pass receptions, served as the team cap-
tain in his senior year, and won USC’s
Most Inspirational Award.

“He took care of business and did what-
ever needed to be done to win the game,” said Mimi Butler, Col-
bert’s athletics department adviser. “If a crucial down needed to be
made, you felt like if it was thrown to Keary, he would find a way to
make it happen.”

In between practices and games, Colbert volunteered at local schools
through the College’s Joint Educational Project. Many of the students
he mentored came from tough backgrounds, similar to some of his peers
at the club.

“A lot of these kids don’t realize the resources they have and they
think everyone is against them,” he said. “I grew up with kids who were
in the same circumstances, so I knew how to get through to them. I al-
ways took it as a challenge and took pride in helping them succeed.”

Colbert was the second-round pick for the Carolina Panthers in the

2004 NFL draft. In 2008, he signed with the Denver Broncos, and it
was during this time that his mother called to tell him about a fund-
raising campaign for his hometown Boys & Girls Club.

“She said that our club was looking for donations, and that they’d
only been able to raise half of the money they needed because times
were tough,” he said. “So I ended up donating the difference. It was
one of the biggest things I’ve ever done.”

This game-changing contribution strengthened Colbert’s role as an
active alumnus of the club. Even with his
busy schedule as a professional football
player, he always made time to stop by his
home club to volunteer, sign autographs, or
just hang out with the kids. Earlier this
year, in recognition of his involvement as a
donor and volunteer, the board of the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Greater Oxnard and Port
Hueneme asked him to be a spokesperson
for their “Be Great” campaign. 

“We believe he is someone who leads
by example and should be recognized for
his efforts on our behalf,” Blaylock said.

A few months later, Colbert received an-
other phone call, this time from USC Tro-
jans Coach Lane Kiffin, who offered him
the chance to come back to USC as a tight
ends coach. For Colbert, who had been
considering coaching since he was a Trojan
himself, it was an opportunity of a lifetime.

“When I was playing, I always had a
coach’s mindset,” he said. “I know how I
liked to be coached, so I try to come
across to players the best that I can and try
to help them live out their dreams as
Coach Carroll and Coach Kiffin and every-
one else helped me live out mine.” 

Colbert utilized his football connections
to recruit a group of past and current NFL
players for a recent golf tournament bene-
fiting the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Oxnard and Port Hueneme. At the June 28
Fore the Kids Golf Classic, the club’s
Youth of the Year Taylor Penny spoke to

the crowd about what being a part of the club means to her. 
“Keary Colbert has been a great role model for all kids here at the

Club,” said Penny, 16. “We all look up to him as someone who has
accomplished a lot, but has come home to give hope and opportunity
to kids like me. Someday, I want to follow in his footsteps and be-
come a proud Trojan as well, just like Keary.”

“There are so many stories like Taylor’s,” Colbert said. “It helps
you realize — this is the reason you’re doing it, for people like her.”

The ability to have an impact on the life of just one young person
is everything to Colbert. 

“If you are able to affect one person, who can affect the next per-
son, and then that person can affect someone in the future — it does
mean something,” he said. “It’s all worth it.” �

“If you are able to 
affect one person,
who can affect 
the next person, 

and then that person
can affect someone
in the future — it

does mean something.
It’s all worth it.”

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Oxnard and Port Huen-
eme Youth of the Year Taylor Penny and Keary Colbert
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Sunlight throws the shadows of bars onto the floor of what was
once a high school classroom before becoming an interrogation
and torture cell at the Tuol Sleng S-21 prison, where roughly 14,000
people were sent to their deaths.

PHOTO  B Y  T R I S T AN  C L EMEN T S /MOR E A L T I T UD E  PHO TOGRA PH Y



Undergraduates in Problems Without Passports learn about
shades of gray in Cambodia, 35 years after the Khmer Rouge.

he weary oak carries the burden of a 
hideous past. 

Against its trunk, Khmer Rouge soldiers bashed
the delicate skulls of infants and small children,
tossing their lifeless bodies into open pits. 

As if weeping, a deep crimson stain runs down
the oak. It is marked forever as the Killing Tree.

“Prepare yourselves emotionally,” instructor Karen Jungblut advised
USC undergraduates before their two-and-a-half-week research trip to
Cambodia this past summer. 

The eight students participated in USC College’s Problems Without
Passports program in Cambodia. During their travels, they studied the
1975 to 1979 genocide in which 2 million Cambodians were killed.

The massacre began when the Khmer Rouge came into power. Led
by Pol Pot, followers of the Communist Party of Kampuchea sought to
create an agrarian-based society. They moved city-dwellers to the
countryside for forced labor. About 21 percent of the country’s popula-
tion was murdered, or died of starvation, disease and torture.

During the trip, students visited the Choeung Ek killing fields,
where some 14,000 men, women and children were bludgeoned or
shot to death and left in ditches — one of the nearly 20,000 mass
gravesites in Cambodia. A monument, or Buddhist memorial called
stupa, contains the skulls of roughly 8,000 victims. >>
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Top: USC College students collect testimonies from Khmer
Rouge genocide survivors inside a pagoda place of worship in
the Krang Tachan village in Takeo province, Cambodia. 
Middle: International relations major Julia Mangione examines
photos of victims at the Tuol Sleng S-21 prison’s genocide 
museum. Of roughly 14,000 imprisoned, only about 12 survived. 
Bottom: A wooden sign posted at a large oak at the Choeung
Ek killing fields reads: “Killing Tree against which executioners
beat children.”

“While walking around the site, I looked
down at my feet and saw white and colored
things poking out of the ground,” recalled
Camille Waddel, an international relations
major in the College. “It took me a while to
realize that they were bone fragments and
clothing remnants of the deceased.” At the
edge of the dirt gravesites stands the massive
oak bearing a wooden sign: “Killing Tree
against which executioners beat children.”

“It was impossible for me to comprehend,”
international relations major Julia Mangione reflected. “I looked at
the tree and felt sick to my stomach. You don’t want to believe
these things really happen.”

Instructors Kosal Path and Jungblut brought the students to 
the site so they could more deeply understand the gravity of 
the crimes. A program goal was to assess whether the United 
Nations-backed tribunal currently taking place meets Cambo-
dian survivors’ expectations for justice and reconciliation.
Thirty-five years after the genocide, some Khmer Rouge regime
leaders are being tried for crimes against humanity. Pol Pot died on
April 15, 1998, the day the Khmer Rouge agreed to turn him over to
an international tribunal. Many believe Pol Pot committed suicide or
was poisoned, although the official cause was deemed heart failure.

The first to be tried, Kaing Guek Eav, or “Duch,” commanded the
Tuol Sleng S-21 prison where roughly 14,000 people were tortured
and sent to their deaths. Found guilty in July, he was sentenced to 35
years in prison, but could be out in 19. Four other top leaders cur-
rently face genocide charges.

In summer 2009, the program’s first year, students attended the UN
trial, but this time court was not in session. Students, however, visited
the court and interviewed Craig Etcheson, a senior analyst in the in-
vestigating judges’ office in the tribunal, officially called the Extraordi-
nary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC). Etcheson is also a
USC College alumnus, having earned his Ph.D. in international rela-
tions in 1985.

During the students’ Etcheson interview, Duch, Nuon Chea, Ieng

Sary, Ieng Thirith, and Khieu Samphan were imprisoned
in a building 20 yards away.

“It was chilling being so close to such ruthless and
heartless murderers,” said Ali Battat, an East Asian lan-
guages and cultures, and international relations major.
“Just seeing the building where the five are being held

confirmed for me that I hope they get
what they deserve.”

WHEN IT COMES TO THE PERPETRATORS,
however, it’s not always that black and
white. During the trip, students inter-
viewed both perpetrators who were not
leaders, and victims, and at times the
lines blurred between the two groups. 

“It was kill or be killed,” Mangione
said of the Khmer Rouge soldiers. “I

started thinking about how good
people could do terrible things.”

Mangione’s final paper titled,
“Shades of Gray,” explores that topic.
Each student produced a paper as part
of the international relations course,
“Conflict Resolution and Peace Re-
search in Cambodia.” The course en-
tailed one week of Cambodian history
taught by Path, a lecturer in the College’s
School of International Relations and
himself a survivor of the Khmer Rouge.
For the second week, Jungblut, research
and documentation director at the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute (SFI) for Vi-

sual History and Education, taught students how to collect testimonies.
During the trip, each student conducted at least one interview. 

“Students were engaged,” Jungblut said. “At first, you could see
they were nervous and uncomfortable, but they were doing it. They
were experiencing collecting testimony from genocide survivors.”

The impetus for sending students to Cambodia began with SFI.
Headquartered in the College, SFI houses nearly 52,000 video 
testimonies from Holocaust survivors and witnesses, and is among the
world’s largest digital video archives. In spring 2009, three staffers
from the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) spent three
months at the institute learning more about testimony and interview-
ing Khmer Rouge survivors in Southern California. DC-Cam is moni-
toring the tribunal and documenting the Khmer Rouge crimes. 

The Cambodia program took off after Path earned his Ph.D. in in-
ternational relations from the College in 2008 and was ready to teach.
Path was one of DC-Cam’s original staff members in the early 1990s. 
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BORN AND RAISED IN PRASAT, A SMALL CAMBODIAN VILLAGE, HE WAS NOT

yet 1 year old when the Khmer Rouge seized his homeland. His parents
were sent to separate labor camps. Intellectuals were targeted first. His
father, a government employee and scholar, concealed his identity pass-
ing as a farmer. In the camps, his mother sewed the unisex black uniforms
worn by laborers. Path was raised by women villagers too old to work. 

In the crowded commune, he remembers fighting for food. A single
bowl of porridge containing one fish was all that was placed on a
table for the children. 

“We all jumped on it and I got the fish,” he recalled. “I remember
my cousin next to me crying. I’m sure that was the first time I had
ever eaten meat.”

One night, his aunt sneaked into the village to visit young Path.
She cradled him, said good-bye and later hanged herself. Rather than
be forced to marry a Khmer Rouge soldier responsible for the deaths
of several close relatives, she committed suicide. 

Path remembers little else of his childhood.
“I lived through this and I don’t remember,” Path said. “I don’t

know how I survived.”

As a teenager, he began hearing bits and pieces about the Khmer
Rouge, a subject not taught in Cambodian high schools. Part of
Path’s goal is to educate Cambodian youths about that critical period.

“I knew only that something dark, something terrible had hap-
pened to my family from 1975 to 1979,” Path said, adding that he
was reunited with his parents in 1979.

It wasn’t until Path was an undergraduate in Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia, when he learned the extent of the atrocities committed against
his family. In the 1990s, as a translator and researcher in Yale Univer-
sity’s Cambodian Genocide Program and then in DC-Cam, he began
to fully grasp the brutality of the Khmer Rouge regime. 

For his master’s thesis as a USC College graduate student, Path an-
alyzed the politics of bringing the Khmer Rouge to justice. He took
courses from Steve Lamy, vice dean for academic programs in the
College. He was also a teaching assistant for Lamy, professor of inter-
national relations and former director of its school.

“I saw Kosal as an ideal choice for Problems Without Passports,”
said Lamy, who created the program that takes students from Belize

to Zacatecas, Mexico. “I know he loves teaching and really cares for
his students. He’s from Cambodia, survived this period and knows a
great deal about the issues and the region.” 

Understanding the underpinnings of genocide is crucial for all eth-
nicities. 

“Genocide belongs to humanity,” Path said. “Not one group of peo-
ple. The current generation does not fully comprehend what happened
in Cambodia. So it could happen again. It could explode at any time.”

At the Choeung Ek killing fields, Kosal opened up to students
about his own experiences. 

“Perhaps he was moved by all of our emotions and the somberness
of it all, but Professor Path told us for the first time, really, about his
family and his origins,” Battat said. “It was really touching to hear
him talk about that part of his life.”

The same day, students visited the Tuol Sleng S-21 prison, where
only about a dozen captives survived. They walked through rooms
exhibiting photographs of prisoners — men, women and children,
and mothers holding babies — all wearing mandatory uniforms, with
numbered boards hanging from strings around their necks. 

“Some look slightly away from the camera,” Battat said of the pho-
tographed prisoners. “Some look at the camera with absolute fear and
hopelessness. Others hold their heads high and steady with a firm gaze.”

Most photographed were sent immediately to the killing fields.
Prisoners considered important were tortured until they confessed,
then sent to be executed. The prison was an old high school and the
Khmer Rouge used former exercise equipment to aid in waterboard-
ing, electrification and hanging. A list of posted prison rules in-
cluded: “While getting lashes or electrification you must not cry.”

“S-21 is horrifying,” Battat said. “It’s eerie, it’s disturbing and it’s
shocking. It’s every emotion that will twist your stomach and make
you want to curl up in a ball and cover your eyes and ears because it
doesn’t seem like it could have been possible.”

They walked through cells where cots still had chains and torture
devices in place.

“The cells didn’t even seem like a humane amount of living space
for a small animal, much less for a human being,” Waddel said.

Students did extensive research before interviewing. They met with
officials at DC-Cam and the Center for Justice and Reconciliation, an
NGO that reaches out to Cambodian victims and perpetrators. They
met with the Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee, another
NGO working closely with the ECCC to encourage survivors to come
forward. They also met with top officials at the U.S. Embassy and >>P
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“I lived through this

and I don’t remember. 
I don’t know how 

I survived.
Kosal Path, lecturer in the College’s School of International Relations, led
the program with Karen Jungblut of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute,
based in the College. Path, himself a survivor of the Khmer Rouge, stands
on a balcony of the Tuol Sleng S-21 prison. At right, Path explores the
Angkor Wat Hindu temple ruins in the town of Siem Reap in Angkor.

”



46 | USC College Magazine

Cambodia’s secretary of state of foreign affairs. 
During their interviews, students learned that many victims live near

their families’ killers in the small villages. One survivor was Chut So,
whose neighbor, Hun Kin, is a former S-21 soldier responsible for the
death of her husband, Thurn. She often runs into Kin, who admits lead-
ing Thurn, who had lost a leg fighting the Khmer Rouge and walked
with a crutch, to the killing fields. Thurn was beaten to death with a
hoe. Still mourning her husband’s death, So continues to display her
grief by shaving her white hair nearly to the scalp and wearing only a
collarless slate shirt and baggy slate pants. 

A video of the interview, conducted by sociology major Shoshana
Polansky, shows them sitting on the ground in a circle with So’s
daughter, Leng, and an interpreter
near a pagoda where Buddhists wor-
ship. While telling her story, So is
chewing a betel leaf and swatting flies
swarming around her infected toe. Boy
monks wearing tangerine robes listen
intently in the background.

“Is it true you went to find your hus-
band’s remains?” Polansky asks.

“We found that his skull and bones
had been cracked,” So replies through
an interpreter. “We knew how he was
killed, then we gave him a proper 
burial.”

“When you see your neighbor, Kin,
how do you interact with him?” Polan-
sky asks. 

“The anger before was worse than
now; I try to ignore him,” So replies.
“But it is hard to see him. Something in
my heart always reminds me that he is
the man who killed my husband.”

“Can you ever forgive the perpetra-
tors?” Polansky asks.

“Maybe if he asked for an apology, I
might forgive him,” So says of Kin. “But
no one has asked for an apology.”

So recalls that her eldest son sought
revenge. But on his way to Kin’s home to kill him, the son fell into a
well.

“Now I leave the judging to God,” So says. “I don’t want to continue
the pain and bloodshed. If I allowed my children to seek revenge, the
conflict would continue. I want it to end. I leave it to karma.”

CAMBODIANS’ BELIEF IN KARMA WAS EXAMINED IN BATTAT’S FINAL

paper. In Cambodia, 96 percent of residents are Buddhists. Battat
found that many Cambodians are ambivalent about the ongoing tri-
als and subsequent punishments. Their religion professes that peo-
ple who commit evil deeds will be punished in their next life. 

Even So’s son took his toppling into a well as a sign and decided to
follow the Buddhist practice of letting go. But letting go is difficult
when survivors still yearn to know what happened to their loved ones.

“Dialogue will hopefully present the truth and allow for closure,”
Battat said of achieving forgiveness and reconciliation in the country.

With the current trials, dialogue is emerging for the first time. 

Interviews of victims and perpetrators are forcing residents to broach
the subject. To help illustrate the gray zone, a concept first introduced
by Holocaust survivor Primo Levi, Mangione notes a DC-Cam inter-
view of Kin, who was a teenage soldier when he led Thurn to his death.

“Why do you think the Khmer Rouge killed and starved people?”
DC-Cam asks.

“I never would have believed what happened in my generation,” Kin
replies. “We people just could not stand firm to our own position. It was
not the foreigners, but Khmer who killed Khmer. I did understand that
it was totally wrong to do so. But if I didn’t do as I was told, I would be
punished. I just followed the assignment.”

“Do you feel regret for what you have done?” DC-Cam asks. 
“Yes, I do. I feel pity for those I

killed,” Kin replies. “At that time, I was
too innocent and followed every assign-
ment of the Khmer Rouge.”

Then Mangione herself interviewed
a former S-21 prison guard, Kung
Phai, who said he was 16 when he
joined the Khmer Rouge. His superior
was Duch.

“I just followed orders,” Phai says.
“Did you ever resist an order?”

Mangione asks.
“No,” Phai replies.
“What would have happened if you

resisted an order?” Mangione asks.
“Death,” Phai responds.
“Did you ever consider dying rather

than following the orders?” Mangione
asks. But the DC-Cam interpreter
won’t relay the question to Phai, say-
ing it may be too insulting.

While students interviewed a
schoolteacher who lost 40 family
members to the Khmer Rouge, in-
cluding her father, an elderly Cambo-
dian woman sat quietly in the circle. 

“She kept smiling at me and at one
point took my hand in hers and held it

tight,” Battat said. “It was a very sweet gesture and the look in her
eyes was of pure compassion.”

The schoolteacher didn’t hide her anger, admitting that she shows
prejudice against her students who are related to former Khmer
Rouge soldiers. The elderly woman listened silently. Later, the stu-
dents learned that the woman had lost all nine of her children to the
Khmer Rouge.

“Knowing what she’s been through, what she’s lost, her warm smile
and comforting touch meant so much more,” Battat said. Before leav-
ing, Battat asked Path to take their photo. 

“Again, she held my hand as she stood next to me, smiling and com-
plimenting me in Khmer,” Battat said. “Professor Path, as he took the
picture, kept saying ‘picture with Grandma, Grandma with grand-
daughter.’ Perhaps I was her granddaughter for that moment.” �

Watch a video on Professor Kosal Path and the Problems Without
Passports program in Cambodia at college.usc.edu/cambodia.

Ali Battat, an East Asian languages and cultures, and international
relations major, holds hands with a woman she affectionately nick-
named Grandma at a village in the Takeo province. The woman
lost all of her nine children during the Khmer Rouge regime. 
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Promise
Keeping a

ndrew Curtis is a man of his word.  
When he left Louisiana, friends asked point

blank if he was going to desert them. “USC offered
me a position in 2006, but I delayed a year to con-
tinue my post-Katrina disaster recovery work in
New Orleans,” he said.

Every six months, Curtis returns to New Orleans
accompanied by former and current students of
“Natural Disasters,” a general education course he
teaches in USC College. >>

While many disaster studies document recovery over the course of a single year,
Andrew Curtis of American studies and ethnicity and his team use spatial video
to capture how long the rebuilding process can take. Curtis’ video stills (left)
from a street corner in Holy Cross, one of the New Orleans neighborhoods hit
hardest by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, show how one house’s reconstruction
took five years to begin.

A
BY SUSAN ANDREWS

Aug. 25, 2010, marked the fifth anniversary of 

Hurricane Katrina’s devastating blow. Andrew Curtis 

and a team of USC College students are documenting

the rebuilding process street by street.
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Curtis began walking the streets of New Orleans neighborhoods
during the first week of October 2005, witnessing firsthand the
depths of the disaster. “I participated as a member of the Louisiana
State University Geographic Information Systems Team, which sup-
ported operations in the state’s Emergency Operations Center dur-
ing the response to Katrina.

“One of my graduate students wanted to get a boat and be in the
midst of the disaster, to physically put a hand on a person and to per-
sonally facilitate a rescue,” he said. “But I explained to him that he
had the ability to create a map that could potentially save 15 people.”

Probably everyone at LSU at the time knew someone directly af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina, one of the five deadliest hurricanes and
the costliest natural disaster in United States history. He continues to
feel a shared sympathy as an assistant professor of the practice of
American studies and ethnicity in the College.

While teaching at LSU in Baton Rouge, Curtis began a first-of-its-
kind project that uses a spatial video system that connects cameras
fastened to an SUV to a central global positioning system. 

“Our efforts focus on the neighborhoods hit the hardest by Katrina,
such as Holy Cross, Hollygrove and especially the Lower Ninth
Ward, which still has less than one quarter of its pre-Katrina popula-
tion,” Curtis said. “We drive street by street documenting the still-
startling devastation that remains along with the evidence of
progress.” 

Traci Auer ’11, a mathematics and economics double major, and
Bashar Badran ’11, a biological sciences major, are part of Curtis’
team and both have made two trips to New Orleans.

“I knew several people who were evacuated, and I was on the
phone with a few of them at the time,” Auer said. 

“This type of video mapping work is cutting-edge and no one else
is doing it,” Badran said. “Although I did not know anyone directly
affected by Katrina, I helped out knowing that our work would bene-
fit those in need.”

Members of the community ride along with Curtis and his stu-
dents to provide commentary on what was and what is. “They offer a
critical historical component to our project,” he said. “These individ-
uals help us tell the New Orleans story, along with other key people
including church ministers,” he said. In return, the maps that are cre-
ated are given back to the neighborhoods to help with planning and
grant applications.

Curtis described the water in the Lower Ninth Ward as having
reached 15 to 16 feet as gauged by the marks on the buildings. “We
would have to walk ahead to check out the conditions of the roads,
and many were impassable,” Badran said. “The potholes were so
deep that we were afraid we were going to break an axle.”

The videos tell an amazing story of desolation, depression and de-
spair. Structures are flattened; vegetation is overgrown and buildings
hauntingly stand in ruin; even five years later. “Signs of hope and re-
building exist, also,” Curtis explained. “It will take years to get the
city back to where it once was, but some culturally rich places such
as the Lower Ninth Ward will never be the same again.” 

Curtis advocates for neighborhood plans with a more geographically
systematic approach to rebuilding. He is concerned about the ongoing

stress placed on returnees who still live next to or across from
blighted buildings. “In certain neighborhoods, for instance in Holy
Cross, some people have Katrina-damaged homes on both sides, and
across the street. This situation hasn’t changed over the last few
years and eventually it must have a toll.” 

“Actor Brad Pitt’s Make It Right Foundation has got it right,” Cur-
tis said. “They are constructing homes systematically from one cor-
ner of the Lower Ninth Ward, in effect reestablishing a community
as much as rebuilding homes.”

A forward thinker, Curtis aims to predict where the next rounds of
health or stress problems may emerge. “We can use the maps we
generate from these spatial video runs to not only provide data for
community groups seeking grants, but also as a tool to spatially prior-
itize future rebuilding, and to identify where returnees are most
likely to need emotional support based on the physical conditions
surrounding them.” 

The ongoing work of Curtis has not gone unnoticed. The front
page of The New York Times’ fifth anniversary online coverage package
featured video documentation and audio by Curtis and his students.
“The video segments show the benefit of what we are doing and vi-
sually demonstrate why our work is integral to the rebuilding
process,” Curtis said. �

Led by USC College’s Andrew Curtis (center), Traci Auer ’11 (left) and Bashar
Badran ’11 are documenting the rebuilding process in New Orleans, particu-
larly in the Lower Ninth Ward (top), following Hurricane Katrina. The first-of-
its-kind project uses a spatial video system that connects cameras fastened to
an SUV to a central global positioning system. 



Fall 2010 / Winter 2011 | 49

T
. 
A
U
E
R
 &

 B
. 
B
A
D
R
A
N
 P

H
O
T
O
S
 B

Y
 R

O
Y
C
E
 W

E
L
L
S
; 
L
O
W

E
R
 N

IN
T
H
 W

A
R
D
 C

H
U
R
C
H
 P

H
O
T
O
 B

Y
 A

N
D
R
E
W

 C
U
R
T
IS

“We can use the maps we 

generate ... as a tool to spatially 

prioritize future rebuilding, and 

to identify where returnees are

most likely to need emotional 

support based on the physical 

conditions surrounding them.”
After setting up their spatial video equipment (left middle), USC College seniors
Traci Auer and Bashar Badran determine their data collection route in New 
Orleans (left top). Along with examining the spatial video route displayed in a
geographic information system (right bottom), they can also view building out-
lines, the extent of flooding, and actual video footage of locations such as a
Lower Ninth Ward church (left bottom) that remains abandoned to this day.
Auer and Badran also fostered connections with local collaborators including
Joe Sherman in Hollygrove (right top).
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The most difficult Latin I translated was Cicero,” began
Dr. William Stetson, an orthopedic surgeon in private
practice in Burbank, Calif., and a 1982 graduate of USC
College. “I spent more time on my translation than I did

studying organic chemistry because it was so difficult.”
Stetson would undoubtedly have been a Renaissance Scholar had

he attended USC today. His academic career began in biology, yet he
soon learned that he could major in classical civilization and take sci-
ence courses as electives and still be accepted into medical school. 

And accepted into medical school he was — USC, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and The George Washington University with 10 more schools
in the queue for interviews. However, with true legacy Trojan spirit,
he chose USC, his father’s alma mater.

Knowing that he did not want to study the nucleus of a cell for the
rest of his life, “I took classics courses because I wanted as broad a
background as possible,” he explained. “I love the humanities. Classics
and the sciences are intertwined and complement each other and this
includes the multidisciplinary fields of medicine, law and philosophy.”

Stetson considers himself a better physician for having studied the
humanities. “It provides you with a special skill set to deal with peo-
ple,” he said. “Students in medical school with a liberal arts educa-
tion often handle a wide range of situations much better.”

The youngest of nine children, Stetson was inspired by his father,
an old-fashioned, family doctor who practiced in Torrance, Calif. “My
dad was a big influence, working long hours and delivering more
than 5,000 babies over a very long career,” he said. “He made many,
many house calls and he loved his work. He made a big difference in
the lives of his patients.”

Working hard passed on from father to son. “Naysayers told me
that I either had to be an athlete or a student but I could not be
both,” Stetson said.

As an athlete Stetson was a standout. He was a four-year letterman
in volleyball and team captain. In fact, he was one of the most success-
ful volleyball players ever to attend USC. He was named the Most
Outstanding Senior Student Athlete in 1982 while being hailed as the
Most Outstanding Athlete of the Year by the Pac-10 Conference.

Stetson asked for and was granted a deferral from medical school
to realize his dream of playing volleyball professionally. He com-
peted internationally in Germany for one year and then later re-
turned for a second year.

Professors and coaches greatly influenced Stetson at USC, includ-
ing the chair of the classics department, the late Ed O’Neill, along
with coaches Ernie Hix and Bob Yoder. “One of the accomplish-
ments I am most proud of is the NCAA Silver Anniversary Award
that I received on behalf of USC in 2007.”

Excelling in the classroom and on the court tells only a part of Stet-
son’s story. He is a nationally recognized top physician and surgeon.  

The walls of most physician offices are fairly sterile: medical charts,
landscape paintings, modern art prints and anatomy posters. Walking
into Stetson’s office, you are struck by myriad photographs that un-
derscore his large personality. His framed USC volleyball jersey with
the number five blazoned across its front is surrounded by photos of

Love
Giving

of

First student, athlete and physician — 

now hero — William Stetson ’82 brings 

arthroscopic surgery to Third World countries.

BY SUSAN ANDREWS

“

for the

IL
L
U
S
T
R
A
T
IO

N
 B

Y
 E

M
IL

Y
 C

A
V
A
L
C
A
N
T
I



Fall 2010 / Winter 2011 | 51

P
H
O
T
O
S
 C

O
U
R
T
E
S
Y
 O

F
 W

IL
L
IA

M
 S

T
E
T
S
O
N

his surgical team interacting with patients.
What you also see are photos of his many excursions to Cuba.
“Once I was established in my career, I always knew I would give

back to the community,” Stetson said. In 2005, he founded the non-
profit organization Operation Arthroscopy.

The program’s mission is to establish centers in Third World coun-
tries that cannot afford medical equipment and are in need of profes-
sional medical training. Stetson noted that oftentimes decent
equipment remains in storage, so Operation Arthroscopy collects and
uses these items to set up centers. They also train doctors on the
best and latest practices in arthroscopic surgery.

“I was invited by a physician to go to Cuba in 2003 as a guest lec-
turer. He was retiring and asked if I would continue this program
and adventure,” Stetson recalled. “I said ‘yes.’

“I fell in love with the people and believed the tool of arthroscopy
and orthopedic surgery could be used to both improve the quality of
life of others and to help create better relations between Cuba and
the United States,” said Stetson, whose Operation Arthroscopy team
has also traveled to Peru and Vietnam.

To draw greater attention to Cuba’s needs and to his nonprofit,
Stetson spearheaded an annual international medical conference in
the country for doctors who need proper licensure in arthroscopy.

Operation Arthroscopy began with two doctors and has grown to 25
orthopedic surgeons and four nurses from the U.S., Canada, Spain,
France, Switzerland, and Austria.

“People told me that Operation Arthroscopy would never work in
Cuba,” he said. “They were wrong.” 

Stetson’s wife, Erica, also shares his love of humanity and values
their expanding group of friends in other countries.

Giving back does not take place only on foreign soil for Stetson.
“Every three months we host Volunteer Saturday at our surgery cen-
ter for individuals in Southern California who can’t afford or don’t
have insurance,” he said. “Nurses donate time, pharmaceutical com-
panies donate supplies and our partners let us use the center.”

Many pre-health students have had the opportunity to complete
sports medicine fellowships with Stetson, who is associate clinical
professor at the Keck School of Medicine of USC. “We conduct min-
imally invasive surgery for the shoulder, knee and elbow — sports in-
juries or workplace injuries,” he said. “Students learn to diagnose,
treat and repair injuries with small incisions and observe the rehabili-
tation process with patients.” 

Stetson believes the opportunity provides students with a
panoramic picture of an orthopedic surgeon’s professional life at an
accelerated pace. “This is a firsthand experience that helps impact
their decision as to whether they want to make a huge commitment
of time and energy in the next few years.” 

Stetson and his wife hope to pass on their philanthropic spirit to their
children. “It’s not easy to give back at a young age,” he said. “I admire
USC’s many community outreach programs that encourage students to
give back and set the stage for their future good works.

“Whether I am treating a high-profile athlete, carpenter or home-
maker, I find joy in helping people from all walks of life.” �

Watch a video on Dr. William Stetson ’82 at
college.usc.edu/stetson.

Left: Dr. William Stetson (far right) and his Opera-
tion Arthroscopy team host Volunteer Saturdays
every three months. Above: As part of the day,
Stetson (right) performs an arthroscopic procedure
for a patient in need.

“People told me that OPERATION ARTHROSCOPY
would never work in Cuba. They were wrong.

”
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According to Margo Reid
Brown ’85, almost every
item you use on a daily

basis can be recycled or reused.
In her position as director of Cali-
fornia’s new Department of Re-
sources Recycling and Recovery,
known as CalRecycle, Brown’s

job is to balance the state’s recycling efforts with its
waste disposal. 

“Our goal is to divert solid waste away from landfills and into new,
higher-value products,” Brown said. “We work with local govern-
ments to regulate and inspect solid waste disposal sites, and we coor-
dinate all of the state’s recycling efforts.”

Brown’s interest in working in politics and government began as an
undergraduate in USC College, where she majored in international
relations and political science. Her experience at USC, and her sen-
ior year internship in the Los Angeles field office of United States
Senator Pete Wilson, helped to launch her career, which she said
draws on the negotiation, critical thinking and sound judgment skills
she learned while a student.

After graduation, Brown worked for Wilson during his term as gov-
ernor of California, served as president of the Junior League of
Sacramento, founded consulting firm Capitol Ideas Development
Corporation, and served as director of scheduling for the Office of
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger before being named chair of the
Integrated Waste Management Board in 2006.

With a statewide 59 percent recycling rate for all materials, Brown
has high hopes for the future of California. “Our annual solid waste
diversion rates continue to lead the nation,” she said. “That tells me
that Californians, in record numbers, are embracing our message.”

For information on which items can be recycled and where, Brown recom-
mends earth911.org and CalRecycle’s site for local beverage container 
recycling facilities, bottlesandcans.com.

What is the status of California’s recycling program?

The Integrated Waste Management Act AB 939 was
passed by the Legislature in 1989, when California
was only diverting 10 percent of its waste away from
landfills. The law required us to raise the statewide
recycling rate to above 50 percent by the year 2000.
We’ve met and exceeded that goal; most California

jurisdictions have met the 50 percent target, and the few that have
not are making good-faith efforts to reach that number. In some
cities and regions, the community recycling rate is as high as 70 or 80
percent. Similarly, California’s statewide bottle and can recycling rate
is near 85 percent — the highest it has ever been. 

Where does most of the recycling go in California? What are
most recycled materials made into?

Many of the commodities recycled in California — 
aluminum cans, old cardboard, used office paper — are
sold to processors and manufacturers worldwide. The
materials are made into new products that find their
way back into the marketplace — a process that saves

natural resources and energy. Recycling aluminum requires 95 percent
less energy than to create it from raw materials. Other examples in-
clude used motor oil, which can be re-refined and used again and again,
and old tires, millions of which are kept out of landfills each year by
being converted into new products from patio furniture to a durable 
asphalt alternative for road-paving projects. 

TALK

Margo Reid Brown ’85, director of CalRecycle, sorts through the nitty-gritty
of recycling in California and why every person can make a difference.

Q&A BY LAURIE MOORE
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What are the most critical steps we can take to reduce the
waste we produce?

The choices we make in the things we buy greatly
impact what ultimately gets thrown away. Buy items
sold in bulk, made with minimal packaging, made
from recycled products and items that can be recy-
cled themselves. At the supermarket, avoid buying

more than you need. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency esti-
mates Americans throw away nearly 96 billion pounds of food each
year. In California, food waste represents 15.5 percent of all waste in
landfills. Think about creative uses for old products before you toss
them into the trash. The holiday season is a time for joy, but unfortu-
nately it’s also a time for waste. Americans throw away an additional 6
million tons of trash each year between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Beyond the health and environmental benefits, how does 
recycling benefit me?

Recycling and product reuse have short-term bene-
fits and can mean long-term savings, too. Extending
the useful life of our landfills delays the costly and
time-consuming process of planning for replacement
landfill sites. Finding new uses for old products

helps preserve our planet’s resources. Recycling provides a signifi-
cant boost to California’s economy. The recycling industry accounts
for about 85,000 jobs in our state, generating $4 billion yearly in
salaries and wages, and producing an estimated $10 billion worth of
goods and services annually. The business community knows that
waste-reduction and product-reuse strategies can help bolster profit
margins, which in turn gives the companies more flexibility to ex-
pand their workforce.   

How do California’s recycling efforts compare to other states?

California is recognized as the leader in almost every
category. We recycle more beverage containers than
any other state — a record 17.2 billion bottles and cans
in 2009 alone. Reuse of those products will save the
equivalent of 73 million barrels of oil, and reduce at-

mospheric carbon emissions by 673,000 metric tons. Last year we were
able to divert almost 54 million tons of trash away from landfills and
back into the marketplace through products ranging from recycled-
content furniture to high-quality compost. In certain cases, our ap-
proach to recycling and product reuse differs from other states. For 

example, most other states simply use old tires as a fuel source for
power plants and cement kilns. California chose to pursue a differ-
ent, market-based approach to encourage new uses for waste tires.
We now divert about 75 percent of our waste tires — about 30 
million tires annually — away from California landfills and into new,
higher-value products. 

What types of alternative energy and biofuels can be 
developed from waste materials after high-value recyclables
have been removed? 

Landfill methane plants already provide more than 10
percent of the nation’s energy supply. We’re also see-
ing great promise from waste-to-energy systems, such
as anaerobic digestion systems that can break down
solid wastes being sent to landfills. Two beneficial end

products are methane gas, which can be used to generate electricity
and high-quality compost. Similar systems are turning waste into bio-
fuels and compressed natural gas. Keeping landfill gases out of the at-
mosphere is important because methane has been found to be 23
times more potent than carbon dioxide as a harmful greenhouse gas.
In a pilot project that we helped fund at the Altamont Landfill east of
San Francisco, methane gas is being captured and converted to lique-
fied natural gas, which is being used as fuel for a fleet of garbage
trucks and recycling vehicles servicing communities in the region. 

Does recycling really make a difference? 

You’re probably seeing the results of recycled prod-
ucts every day: park benches manufactured from old
soda bottles, new clothes made from recycled fibers,
streets paved with a mix of traditional asphalt and

ground tires, reusable shopping bags made from recycled plastic, and
produce raised on farms using compost created from yard clippings
and food scraps. The list of recycled-content products in the market-
place is growing almost on a daily basis.

It’s not unlike the old adage that a journey of a thousand miles be-
gins with a single step. When we break down the barriers to recy-
cling, more people will recycle. When schoolchildren learn about
recycling and environmental stewardship, it helps to influence pat-
terns that can last a lifetime. Try to do at least one act daily that pro-
motes recycling and waste reduction. Every person can make a
difference. �

“The holiday season is a time for joy, but unfortunately it’s also a time
for waste. Americans throw away an additional 6 million tons of trash
each year between Thanksgiving and Christmas. ”



54 | USC College Magazine

WILLIAM BARKETT is president of Merjan Fi-
nancial Corporation, a La Jolla, Calif.-based
real estate investment firm. He also is a co-
founder and principal of Energy Systems In-
ternational, a leading Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) project developer and
consultant. He earned his B.S. in combined
sciences from Santa Clara University and his
J.D. from Pepperdine University.  

LESLIE BERGER is the principal of Idea Re-
sources, Inc. and a strategy, innovation and
executive coaching consultant for leaders and
leadership teams of Fortune 1000 companies.
Her clients include GE, Nestle Purina, Kraft
Foods, SC Johnson and PepsiCo. Ms. Berger
earned her bachelor’s degree in American
studies as well as her master’s degrees in
learning and organizational change, and adver-
tising from Northwestern University.

MARYLOU BOONE is the widow of USC alum-
nus and Life Trustee Dr. George Boone. Mrs.
Boone and her husband were founding mem-
bers of the USC Presidential Associates. The P
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USC College Board of Councilors (front to back; left to right): Yossie Hollander, Richard S. Flores, Susan Casden, Diane Dixon, Richard Cook, William Barkett, Robin
Broidy, Leslie Berger, Michael Reilly, Lawrence Piro, USC College Dean Howard Gillman, Kelly Porter, Shane Foley, USC College Board of Councilors Chair Jana 
Waring Greer, Joan Abrahamson, MaryLou Boone, Gerald Papazian, Mitchell Lew, Harry Robinson, and Kumarakulasingam “Suri” Suriyakumar  Not pictured: Jay
V. Berger, Robert D. Beyer, Gregory Brakovich, James Corfman, Robert R. Dockson, Lisa M. Goldman, Janice Bryant Howroyd, Suzanne Nora Johnson, Stephen G.
Johnson, Samuel King, David Y. Lee, Andrew Littlefair, Robert Osher, Alicia Smotherman, Glenn A. Sonnenberg, and Rosemary Tomich

WELCOME
ABOARD
This fall, 15 new members joined the USC College 
of Letters, Arts & Sciences Board of Councilors. 
With exceptional careers in business, medicine 
and philanthropy, to name a few, their expertise 
and generosity will help guide the College’s future 
in support of its mission.

TROJANS GIVE BACK
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Boones established the George and MaryLou
Boone Center for Science and Environmental
Leadership at the College’s Wrigley Marine
Science Center. An avid art collector, Mrs.
Boone is the author of the catalog that accom-
panied a 1998 exhibition of highlights from her
collection at Scripps College. She earned a B.S.
in dental hygiene from the USC Ostrow
School of Dentistry and an M.A. in art history
from the USC Roski School of Fine Arts.

DIANE DIXON is senior vice president of com-
munications and corporate affairs for Avery
Dennison Corporation. In this position, she is
responsible for the strategic direction and man-
agement of all aspects of corporate communica-
tions and government relations programs,
including financial, shareholder and investor
communications, corporate and brand advertis-
ing, employee communications, media and
community relations and public affairs. She also
serves as president of Avery Dennison Founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees. Ms. Dixon earned a
B.A. in political science from USC College.

RICHARD S. FLORES is senior vice president/
regional manager, real estate industries division
at Bank of the West. He earned a B.A. in inter-
national relations from USC College and a B.S.
in business administration from the USC 
Marshall School of Business.

SHANE FOLEY is vice president, private banker
for Wells Fargo Private Bank. He serves on the
board of directors for A Better LA and the Blind
Children’s Learning Center in Orange County.
A former quarterback on the USC Trojans foot-
ball team, Mr. Foley also serves on the Trojan
Board of Directors, a volunteer group dedicated
to supporting the USC Department of Intercol-
legiate Athletics. Mr. Foley earned a B.A. in po-
litical science from USC College and a B.A. in
communication from the USC Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism.

LISA M. GOLDMAN is secretary for the board of
directors of the Lisa and Douglas Goldman
Fund, a private foundation committed to pro-
viding support for charitable organizations that
enhance society. She also serves on the boards
of Youth Tennis Advantage and the Richard
and Rhoda Goldman Fund. Ms. Goldman was

previously the executive director of the
Fresno Jewish Community Federation and
the founding executive director of the Fresno
Jewish Community Center. She earned a B.A.
in communication from the USC Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism.

YOSSIE HOLLANDER is a successful serial entre-
preneur and philanthropist who has 40 years of
experience in the software industry and is
among the pioneers of the Israeli software in-
dustry. He serves on the executive board and
management committee of the Weizmann In-
stitute of Science, where he launched a renew-
able energy initiative. Mr. Hollander is
chairman of the Israeli Institute for Economic
Planning and has been involved in advancing
free market laws and policies in Israel. 

SAMUEL KING is president and chief execu-
tive officer of King’s Seafood Company, Inc.
The restaurant group operates successful
restaurants including the Water Grill, Ocean
Avenue Seafood, i.Cugini, 555 East Steak-
house, Lou & Mickey’s, and the King’s Fish
House/King Crab Lounge establishments. Mr.
King serves on various boards including the
Aquarium of the Pacific and the USC Wrigley
Institute for Environmental Studies. Mr. King
is the co-founder of the Sustainable Seafood
Forum, which is dedicated to helping people
identify seafood procured through responsible
fishing operations or environmentally friendly
aquaculture techniques.

MITCHELL LEW is currently the chief medical
officer of Prospect Medical Group. He previ-
ously served as president and chief executive
officer of Genesis Healthcare, a medical group
he founded after working in private practice
as an OB/GYN for 10 years. He holds a B.S. in
biological sciences from USC College and an
M.D. from the Keck School of Medicine of
USC. Dr. Lew is president of the USC Asian
Pacific Alumni Association as well as a mem-
ber of the Alumni Association Board of Gover-
nors Executive Committee and the USC
Associates Board of Directors.

ANDREW LITTLEFAIR is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Clean Energy, the largest
provider of vehicular natural gas and related

services in North America. He also serves as
chairman of NGVAmerica, a national organiza-
tion dedicated to the development of a grow-
ing, sustainable and profitable market for
vehicles powered by natural gas or hydrogen.
Mr. Littlefair earned a B.A. in political science
from USC College.

KELLY PORTER is managing director at invest-
ment bank Woodside Capital Partners, where
he specializes in advising Internet, digital
media and entertainment companies engaged
in media, web 2.0/3.0, advertising and enter-
tainment. Prior to Woodside Capital Partners,
he was managing partner of ZAP Ventures, a
Silicon Valley-based venture capital firm. Mr.
Porter earned a bachelor’s degree in broadcast
management from the USC Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism
and a master’s degree as a Sloan Fellow at the
Stanford Graduate School of Business.

MICHAEL REILLY is the chief investment offi-
cer of the Equities Group and director of U.S.
equity research for Trust Company of the
West, an investment management firm in Los
Angeles. Mr. Reilly earned three degrees from
USC: a B.A. in Spanish from USC College as
well as a B.S. in finance and an MBA from the
USC Marshall School of Business.

HARRY ROBINSON is a director in the Los An-
geles office of McKinsey & Company, a man-
agement consulting firm. He works extensively
across a broad range of industries — entertain-
ment, gaming, hospitality, private equity and
mining — on a range of strategy and operation
topics. Mr. Robinson earned a B.A. in mathe-
matics and economics from Yale University and
a J.D. from Harvard Law School.

KUMARAKULASINGAM “SURI” SURIYAKUMAR
is chairman, president and chief executive of-
ficer of American Reprographics Company,
the largest company of its kind in the world.
An active philanthropist, Mr. Suriyakumar
serves on the boards of several nonprofit or-
ganizations including those dedicated to edu-
cation, relief and war reclamation efforts in
Southeast Asia, and the CREST Foundation,
Inc., which funds and awards scholarships to
children of reprographics industry employees.

 “The enthusiasm and involvement of our Board of Councilors is tremendous.
With a fabulous group of new members, our Board continues to grow in 
expertise and stature, contributing to the bright future of USC College.”

—JANA WARING GREER, CHAIR, USC COLLEGE BOARD OF COUNCILORS



THORSTEN BECKER, associate professor
of earth sciences, co-authored “Shaping
Mobile Belts by Small-scale Convec-
tion,” which appeared in the June 3,
2010, issue of the journal Nature. Becker
has been appointed visiting associate
professor at the University of Tokyo.

PERCIVAL EVERETT, Distinguished Pro-
fessor of English, has won the 2010
Premio Vallombrosa - Gregor von Rez-
zori Prize for international fiction.
Everett has also been awarded the
2010 John Dos Passos Prize for Litera-
ture from Longwood University.

VICKI FORMAN of English has won the
2010 PEN USA Literary Award in
Creative Nonfiction for her memoir,
This Lovely Life (Mariner Books, 2009). 

PATRICK JAMES, professor of interna-
tional relations, has been named an
Eminent Scholar at Beijing Foreign
Studies University.

ROBIN D.G. KELLEY, professor of Ameri-
can studies and ethnicity, and history,
has received the following awards for his
book Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times
of an American Original (Free Press,
2009): Best Book About Jazz, Jazz Jour-
nalists Association; Ambassador Award
for Book of Special Distinction, English
Speaking Union; a PEN Open Book
Award, PEN American Center; and the
American Society of Composers, Au-
thors and Publishers Deems Taylor

Award. Black, Brown and Beige: Surrealist
Writings from Africa and the Diaspora
(University of Texas Press, 2009), which
Kelley co-edited with Franklin Rose-
mont, won an American Book Award
from the Before Columbus Foundation

LON KURASHIGE, associate professor of
history, and American studies and eth-
nicity, was part of an Organization of
American Historians’ Historical Stud-
ies delegation that traveled to South
Africa in October. 

DAN LAINER-VOS, Ruth Ziegler Early
Career Chair in Jewish Studies and as-
sistant professor of sociology, won the
Theda Skocpol Dissertation Award
from the American S  ociological Asso-
ciation’s Comparative and Historical
Sociology Section.

PETER MANCALL, professor of history
and anthropology, has been elected a
fellow of the Society of American 
Historians.

SUSAN MCCABE, professor of English,
was selected as one of the editors for
the University of California Press’
New California Poetry series.

BRIGHDE MULLINS, director of the Mas-
ter of Professional Writing Program
and associate professor of the practice
in English, has been accepted as a
member of the Los Angeles Institute
for the Humanities.

SHANA L. REDMOND, assistant professor
of American studies and ethnicity, was
selected as a visiting scholar at Emory
University’s James Weldon Johnson In-
stitute for Advanced Interdisciplinary
Studies for the 2010–11 academic year.

MARK SCHROEDER, associate professor
of philosophy, had his paper, “Hybrid
Expressivism: Virtues and Vices,” pub-
lished in Ethics, selected by The
Philosopher’s Annual as one of the 10
best philosophy papers published in
2009.

THOMAS SEIFRID, professor of Slavic
languages and literatures, has been
elected president of the American As-
sociation of Teachers of Slavic and
East European Languages.

KEVIN STARR, University Professor and
professor of history, received the Na-
tive Daughters of the Golden West’s
California Image Award.

KAREN STERNHEIMER of sociology was
given an honorable mention for the
Pacific Sociological Association’s Dean
S. Dorn Outstanding Contributions to
Teaching Career Award.

KAREN TONGSON, assistant professor of
English and gender studies, was named
editor-in-chief of the Journal of Popular
Music Studies, the official publication
of the International Association for the
Study of Popular Music.

JOHN WILSON, professor of geography
and director of the Spatial Sciences In-
stitute, was made a visiting professor for
senior international scientists at the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences in Beijing.

CHARLES MCKENNA, professor and chair
of chemistry, and COLIN KEAVENEY, as-
sistant teaching professor of French,
were awarded the Provost’s Prize for
Teaching with Technology. The prize
recognizes faculty achievements in
teaching and learning through the in-
tegration of technology into courses
and curricula.

Nobel Laureate Murray Gell-Mann
Appointed Presidential Professor
Murray Gell-Mann, a renowned physi-
cist and Nobel laureate, has been ap-
pointed Presidential Professor of
Physics and Medicine at USC. A pio-
neer of quantum physics, Gell-Mann
received the 1969 Nobel Prize in
Physics for his work on the theory of
elementary particles. He is now the
second Nobel Prize winner among the
USC College faculty. The first is
George Olah, Distinguished Professor
of Chemistry and Donald P. and
Katherine B. Loker Chair in Organic
Chemistry, who was recognized in
1994 for his pioneering research in su-
peracids and hydrocarbon chemistry.

After 23 years of extraordinary leader-
ship of the DONALD P. AND KATHERINE
B. LOKER HYDROCARBON RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE, GEORGE A. OLAH, Nobel 
laureate, Distinguished Professor of
Chemistry, and Donald P. and Katherine
B. Loker Chair in Organic Chemistry,
stepped away from the day-to-day lead-
ership of the institute to further his
groundbreaking research on hydrocar-
bon chemistry and to focus on mentor-
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USC  COLLEGE  FACULTY  HONORS  &  ACH IEVEMENTS

FACULTY NOTES
TOP HONORS

Leo Braudy, Scott Soames
Elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences
University Professor LEO BRAUDY of English and
SCOTT SOAMES, professor of philosophy, have
been named fellows of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. Braudy, Leo S. Bing Chair in Eng-
lish and American Literature, and Soames, director
of the School of Philosophy, bring USC College’s
academy fellows to 15.

A leading film critic and cultural historian,
Braudy is an authority on the works of Jean
Renoir and François Truffaut. Soames specializes
in the philosophy of language and the history of
analytical philosophy.

.....................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

TOP HONORS

Larry Swanson Elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences
LARRY SWANSON, Milo Don and Lucille Appleman
Professor of Biological Sciences, and professor of bio-
logical sciences, neurology and psychology, has been
elected to the National Academy of Sciences for his
excellence in original scientific research. One of the

nation’s leading neuroanatomists, Swanson’s work focuses on the organiza-
tion of neural networks that control motivated behavior in mammals.

Leo Braudy

Scott Soames

INSTITUTE, CENTER & 
PROGRAM NEWS



New Faculty
Join the College

GIORGIO CORICELLI
Assistant Professor of Economics

Ph.D., Economics, 2002, 
The University of Arizona

Previous Institution: Institut des 
Sciences Cognitives, CNRS

Coricelli studies human behaviors emerging
from the interplay of cognitive and emo-
tional systems. 
..................................................................

CHRISTELLE 
FISCHER-BOVET
Assistant Professor of Classics

Ph.D., Classics and Ancient
History, 2008, Stanford 
University, School of Humanities
and Sciences

Previous Institution: University of California, Berkeley

Fischer-Bovet specializes in the social and
cultural history of the Eastern Mediterranean
from Alexander the Great to the Romans.
..................................................................

JESSE GRAHAM
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Ph.D., Psychology, 2010,
University of Virginia

Graham studies morality and
ideology, with a particular inter-

est in the different kinds of moral concerns
people hold, how these concerns vary across
individuals and cultures, and how moral judg-
ments and ideological commitments can 
operate outside of conscious awareness. 
..................................................................

CHRISTIAN GROSE
Assistant Professor of Political
Science

Ph.D., Political Science,
2003, University of Rochester

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University

Grose’s research focuses on American
politics and legislatures: the executive
branch, race and representation, and legisla-
tive elections. 
..................................................................

JULIÁN DANIEL 
GUTIÉRREZ-ALBILLA
Assistant Professor of Spanish
and Portuguese

Ph.D., Spanish and Portuguese,
2005, Cambridge University

Previous Institution: Newcastle University

Gutiérrez-Albilla’s areas of expertise are
Spanish and Latin American cinema and 
visual cultural studies, gender theory and
critical theory. 
..................................................................

ROBIN JESHION

Professor of Philosophy

Ph.D., Philosophy, 1995,
The University of Chicago

Previous Institution: University of
California, Riverside

Jeshion’s research interests include the
philosophy of language, philosophy of mind
and cognitive science (especially at their 
intersections). 

ALEXANDER MARR
Associate Professor of Art History

D.Phil., Modern History,
2005, Oxford University

Previous Institution: School of Art 
History, University of St Andrews 

Marr researches the history of science,
intellectual history, and the history of art and
architecture in the Early Modern period. 
..................................................................

MATTHEW MICHAEL

Associate Professor of 
Biological Sciences

Ph.D., Molecular Biology,
1996, University of 
Pennsylvania

Previous Institution: Harvard University

Michael studies the cell division cycle, with
an emphasis on understanding how the
cycle is organized and regulated, and how
perturbations to cell cycle regulation can
lead to human disease. 
..................................................................

SRI R. NARAYAN
Research Professor of Chemistry

Ph.D., Electrochemistry, 1988,
Indian Institute of Science

Previous Institution: 
NASA-Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

Narayan focuses on the fundamental and
applied aspects of electrochemical energy
conversion and storage to reduce the carbon
footprint of energy use. 
..................................................................

RHACEL SALAZAR 
PARREÑAS
Professor of Sociology

Ph.D., Ethnic Studies, 1998,
University of California, Berkeley

Previous Institution: Brown University

Parreñas studies transnational families,
migrant women’s labor, migrant citizenship
and human trafficking. 
..................................................................

REMO ROHS
Assistant Professor of Biological
Sciences

Ph.D., Biochemistry, 2003,
Free University of Berlin

Previous Institution: Columbia University

Rohs studies how proteins recognize their
specific DNA binding sites and carry out
their unique biological functions. 
..................................................................

SUSUMU TAKAHASHI 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry

Ph.D., Physics, 2005, University
of Florida

Previous Institution: University of 
California, Santa Barbara

Takahashi focuses on developing novel
magnetic resonance approaches to solve
problems at the intersection of physics,
chemistry and biology.
..................................................................

JOSHUA WEST 
Wilford and Daris Zinsmeyer
Early Career Chair in Marine 
Studies and Assistant Professor
of Earth Sciences

Ph.D., Earth Sciences, 2007,
Cambridge University

Previous Institution: Oxford University

West researches topics concerning the
chemical and physical processes at the sur-
face of the Earth.
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TOP HONORS

Antonio Damasio Wins 
Honda Prize
ANTONIO DAMASIO, David Dornsife Professor
of Neuroscience and director of the Brain and
Creativity Institute in USC College, has been
awarded the Honda Foundation of Japan’s
Honda Prize, one of the most important interna-

tional awards for scientific achievement. Damasio will become the 31st
laureate of the Honda Prize at an award ceremony to be held Nov. 17
in Tokyo. In addition to a diploma and medal, the prize carries an
award of 10 million yen (approximately $100,000). In its citation, the
Honda Foundation said Damasio was chosen “for his pioneering efforts
and remarkable contributions in the world of neuroscience.”

.................................................................................................................

ing the next generation of scientific 
leaders. Beginning on Sept. 1, Olah
assumed the position of founding
director of the institute. Having
served as the institute’s scientific co-
director since 2000, G. K. SURYA
PRAKASH, George A. and Judith A.
Olah Nobel Laureate Chair in Hy-
drocarbon Chemistry, and professor
of chemistry, has been named direc-
tor of the institute.

The USC-HUNTINGTON EARLY 
MODERN STUDIES INSTITUTE,
founded in 2003 and directed by
Professor of History and Anthro-
pology PETER MANCALL, will launch
three new programs designed to en-
sure USC College’s international
standing as a leading center for early
modern studies in art history, history
and literature. First, the institute
will offer top-off and summer
stipends to outstanding Ph.D. stu-
dents whose work falls within the
period from c. 1450 to c. 1800. These
Ph.D. students will have the oppor-
tunity to teach small, summer tutori-
als to undergraduates in the College,
especially those in the newly
launched Early Modern Studies
minor. Undergraduates in these non-
credit courses will also receive
stipends. Second, the institute will
offer interdisciplinary summer semi-
nars for Ph.D. students studying art
history, history, literature and music.
Third, the institute has launched
“Inside the Renaissance,” a multi-
disciplinary program that will pro-
duce approximately 25 animated,
five-minute podcasts on a wide
range of early modern topics, includ-
ing the work of three of the insti-
tute’s Mellon postdoctoral fellows.

DAN SCHNUR, director of the JESSE
M. UNRUH INSTITUTE OF POLITICS,
was appointed by California Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger as chair-
man of California’s Fair Political

Practices Commission. Schnur will
hold this position through the end of
the governor’s term in January 2011
at which time he will resume the
Unruh directorship. ANN CRIGLER,
professor and chair of political sci-
ence, was apppointed the institute’s
acting director for the Fall 2010
term. Crigler previously served as
director of the institute from 1995 to
2005.

MARK BENTHIEN, the SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA EARTHQUAKE CENTER’s
associate director for communica-
tion, education and outreach, spoke
to Congressional staff about “Citi-
zen Science and Earthquakes: Re-
ducing the Risk Through People
Power” at a Capitol Hill briefing
sponsored by the U.S. Geological
Survey in May.

The USC SHOAH FOUNDATION 
INSTITUTE FOR VISUAL HISTORY AND

EDUCATION, directed by DR.
STEPHEN SMITH, has been awarded
$1,550,023.80 over three years from
the Leichtag Family Foundation to-
ward funding the institute’s Teacher
Innovation Network including its
annual Master Teacher Workshop. 

The CENTER FOR DIVERSITY AND
DEMOCRACY, directed by GEORGE
SANCHEZ, vice dean for College di-
versity, and professor of American
studies and ethnicity, and history,
partnered with the California
Council of Humanities to secure a
National Endowment for the Hu-
manities grant to promote the role
of civility in a democratic society.  

KENNETH GELLER was selected as the
new director of the USC COLLEGE-
KECK SCHOOL OF MEDICINE ACADEMIC

AND ADVISING PROGRAM following a
national search. He previously
served as the co-director of the Col-
lege’s Baccalaureate/MD program.

INSTITUTE, CENTER & 
PROGRAM NEWS
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gobbles a small chunk of lemon cake and is
overpowered by aching hollowness. The
emotions are coming from her mother who
baked the cake from scratch.

It tastes empty, I said.
The cake? She laughed a little, startled. Is it

that bad? Did I miss an ingredient?
No, I said. Not like that. Like you were away?

You feel okay?
I kept shaking my head. The words, stupid

words, which made no sense.

Rose’s strange sensor extends to every
morsel of food she eats. She tastes her fa-
ther’s distraction in his butterscotch pud-
ding. She feels a deli clerk’s desperate,
“love me, love me,” in each bite of her ham-
and-cheese sandwich. Her older brother
Joseph’s toast with butter, jam and sugar
sprinkles has such a rank taste of blankness
and graininess — like a sea anemone — that
she spits it into a napkin. Flooded with
emotions, the young girl tries to rip her own
mouth off her face:

I TASTED YOU, I said. GET OUT OF MY
MOUTH.

“The food allowed me to write about feel-
ings in a way that was super concrete,” Ben-
der says. “So I can talk about lettuce leaves
instead of having to talk about the kind of
amorphous, ethereal, ephemeral world of
emotions which are so — they can be hard
to talk about.”

Although an avid traveler reared in West
L.A., Bender lacks the world weariness seen
in her characters. The author could have
emerged from the Iowa cornfields. She has a
generous smile and steady gaze that radiates
natural warmth. No makeup, her dark, wavy
hair falls around her shoulders. Lithe and
wearing a delicate white, cotton blouse and
black jeans, she leans forward when empha-
sizing a point, elbows and forearms ex-
tended on her desk.

Right now she’s making a point for her
“frustrated readers.” Lemon Cake reviews have
been stellar (Bender is “the master of quiet
hysteria,” the Los Angeles Times said) and
Oprah Winfrey placed the book on her 2010
summer reading list. But some have taken to
Twitter and Amazon.com to express their con-
fusion about what the story really means.

Rose’s extra-strength empathy is not the
only extraordinary talent in the Edelstein

Feelings, 
Oh, Oh, Oh!

Aimee Bender’s new book, The
Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake,
is rich and multi-layered.

BY PAMELA J. JOHNSON

Even a cognoscente of the written
word like Aimee Bender admits
the difficulty in communicating
feelings.

In her new novel, The Particular Sadness of
Lemon Cake (Random House), the professor
of English in USC College circumvents that
mortal dilemma. On her 9th birthday, her
protagonist and narrator Rose Edelstein 
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family. Her emotionally absent father has
what might be a gift but he’s too petrified to
go near it. Her brilliant, troubled and possi-
bly disturbed brother Joseph has a bizarre
way of vanishing, and it’s not your typical
teenage escapism. Or is it? Magical realism is
at play here.

“I could never really discern between the
fact and fantasy part of Joseph’s life,” cries
Bookworm-Red Rock on Amazon.com. “Was
he psychotic, autistic or are we to believe
that he really possessed extraordinary pow-
ers? I am so confused.”

The “talents” of each member of the dys-
functional Edelstein family become a sort of
Rorschach test and Bender makes the reader
do much of the work to eke out specific
meaning.

“I can sense if it feels true to me; if it feels
that I’m onto something,” Bender says. “If
the metaphor is charged, then I’m interested
in what I’m writing. But I don’t know what it
means. I kind of try to shape it the best I can.
So when people are frustrated about the
meaning, my wondering is how do they feel?
That’s the thing. I want the reader to have
some sort of feeling at the end. And I think
that some people do and some people don’t.”

Bender is exploring empathy and sensitivi-
ties and awareness and coping and families.
“And all that mucky underground territory
that influences our behavior,” she says.

“What’s the line between talent and ill-
ness?” Bender asks. “What can land on one
person and be a talent and land on another
person and be an illness? What makes that so
hard to understand? There’s something
painful about that. We all know people on
both sides of that scenario.”

She recalls the tortured rendition of Leonard
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” by singer-songwriter Jeff
Buckley, who drowned in Memphis’ Wolf
River Harbor in 1997 at age 30.

“His rendition is so raw,” Bender says.
“When you listen to it, it feels like a person
with every pore open to the world. It’s unbe-
lievably beautiful. But there is no surprise
that he died, there really is not. How did he
walk outside? How did he have a conversa-
tion? He’s like a living pulsing nerve.”

The same can be said for each character in
Lemon Cake, all varying degrees of open
wounds. To truly understand how they cope,
just go with your gut. �

Discovering Speech,
Words, and Mind

WILEY / Professor of Linguistics
DANI BYRD and Associate Pro-
fessor of Psychology and Lin-
guistics TOBEN H. MINTZ apply
a scientific approach to the
study of various aspects of
speech, using everyday ex-
amples to introduce the be-

ginning student to the world of language and
cognition.

...........................................................................

Tense, Aspect, and 
Indexicality

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS / JAMES
HIGGINBOTHAM, Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy and
Linguistics, and Linda Mac-
Donald Hilf Chair in Philoso-
phy, discusses the principles
governing demonstrative,

temporal and indexical expressions in natural lan-
guage and presents new ideas in the semantics of
sentence structure.

...........................................................................

The Prism and 
the Rainbow
A Christian Explains Why
Evolution Is Not a Threat

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS /

JOEL W. MARTIN, adjunct pro-
fessor of biological sciences,
argues that it is not contradic-
tory to be a practicing, faith-

ful Christian who accepts the science of evolution.

...........................................................................

Hokkeji and the
Reemergence of 
Female Monastic 
Orders in Premodern
Japan

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS / LORI
MEEKS, associate professor of
religion, and East Asian lan-
guages and cultures, ex-

plores the revival of Japan’s most famous
convent and the re-establishment of a nuns’ 
ordination lineage in Japan. 

The Last Tortoise
A Tale of Extinction in 
Our Lifetime

BELKNAP PRESS / CRAIG B. STANFORD,
professor of anthropology
and biological sciences, de-
tails how human predation
has overcome the tortoise’s
evolutionary advantages, 

extinguishing several species and threatening
the remaining 45.

...........................................................................

Door to the River
Essays & Reviews from the
1960s into the Digital Age

BLACK SPARROW PRESS / ARAM
SAROYAN, lecturer in the Mas-
ter of Professional Writing
Program, explores the task
of finding one’s way as a
writer: the ongoing search
for the various doors that

must be opened in order to renew one’s re-
sources and access creativity.

...........................................................................

Golden Gate
The Life and Times of 
America’s Greatest Bridge

BLOOMSBURY PRESS / KEVIN STARR,
University Professor and pro-
fessor of history, tells of the
history of the Golden Gate
Bridge, and the rich and pecu-
liar history of the California
experience. 

...........................................................................

Saints and Church
Spaces in the Late 
Antique Mediterranean
Architecture, Cult and 
Community

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS /

ANN MARIE YASIN, associate 
professor of classics and art
history, presents a new ap-

proach to the architecture and decoration of
early Christian churches of the Mediterranean. 

“I can sense if it feels true to me; if 
it feels that I’m onto something.  If 
the metaphor is charged, then I’m 
interested in what I’m writing.
—AIMEE BENDER, PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH ”

FACULTY BOOKPLATE
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1950s
PABLO PRIETTO JR. (B.A., zo-
ology, ’55), an orthopedic sur-
geon, was honored for his
service to the USC Mexican
American Alumni Association
(MAAA) at the 36th annual
USC MAAA dinner, where
he received the Raúl S. Var-
gas Alumni Award. 

1970s
CELIA C. AYALA (B.A., sociol-
ogy and Spanish, ’76; Ph.D.,
education, ’93) was ap-
pointed chief executive offi-
cer of Los Angeles Universal
Preschool.

DAVE BORELLI (B.A., history,
’73), who spent 18 years of
his career coaching NCAA
women’s tennis, will be in-
ducted to the Women’s In-
tercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA) Hall of
Fame on November 13. 

RANDEE DAY (B.A., interna-
tional relations, ’70) was
named acting chief execu-
tive officer of DHT Hold-
ings, Inc. and DHT
Maritime, Inc.

NANCI NISHIMURA (B.A.,
psychology, ’75; M.A., inter-
national relations, ’78), a
partner at Cotchett, Pitre &
McCarthy, was named one
of the Top 100 Women Liti-
gators in California in 2010
by the San Francisco / Los
Angeles Daily Journal, a
statewide legal paper.

1980s
MARK ROCHA (Ph.D., Eng-
lish, ’88) was appointed su-
perintendent and president
of Pasadena Ci ty College.

1990s
MICHAEL BRINKMEIER (M.S.,
physics, ’92) was re-elected
as a Member of Parliament
in the German state of
North Rhine-Westfalia.

JODY MILLER (Ph.D., sociol-
ogy, ’96) joined the faculty
of Rutgers University as
professor of criminal justice.
Her book, Getting Played:
African American Girls, Urban
Inequality, and Gendered Vio-
lence (New York University
Press, 2008), received the
American Sociological Asso-
ciation’s Race, Gender and
Class Section’s 2010 Distin-
guished Book Award.

RICHARD C. MORENO (B.A.,
political science, ’94) was
named senior partner of civil
litigation firm Murchison &
Cumming, LLP.

HOLLY PAYNE (MPW, ’97)
won the The Bill Fisher
Award for Best First Book
(Fiction) From a New Press
for her book Kingdom of Sim-
plicity (Skywriter Books,
2009).

ALEXANDRA MARMION

ROOSA (M.A., art history and
museum studies, ’99) was
named director of research
and sponsored programs by
Pepperdine University.

JULIE M. SIEBEL (M.A., his-
tory, ’94; Ph.D., history, ’99)
was named to the Board of
Directors of The Associa-
tion of Junior Leagues 
International, Inc.

DAN TERKLA (Ph.D., com-
parative literature, ’92), pro-
fessor of English at Illinois
Wesleyan University, was
named the 2011 winner of
the Kemp Foundation

Award for Teaching Excel-
lence, the university’s high-
est teaching honor.

JOHN D. WORTH (M.A., eco-
nomics, ’99; Ph.D., econom-
ics, ’01) was named director
of the Office of the Chief
Economist by the National
Credit Union Administration.

2000s
MELVA G. ALVAREZ (B.A.,
American studies and ethnic-
ity, ’01) was selected by La
Opinión as one of 30 South-
ern California Latinas recog-
nized as a La Opinión Mujer
Destacada (Woman of Dis-
tinction). She is the Mathe-
matics, Engineering, Science
Achievement (MESA) pro-
gram coordinator for out-
reach and recruitment at
Pasadena City College.

LAURA BARRACLOUGH

(Ph.D., American studies and
ethnicity, ’06) received a
Franklin Research Grant
from the American Philo-
sophical Society to conduct
archival research for her proj-
ect “The Contested Cow-
boy: Charros, Charreria, and
the Racialization of Mexican
Americans in the U.S. West.”
Her first book, Making the San
Fernando Valley: Rural Land-
scape, Urban Development and
White Privilege, was published
in October 2010 by the Uni-
versity of Georgia Press. 

TAMAR BENZAKEN KOOSED

(B.A., international rela-
tions, ’06) was one of four
directors appointed to the
board of Southern Califor-
nia Ladies in Corporate So-
cial Responsibility.

WENDY CHENG (Ph.D.,
American studies and eth-

nicity, ’09) began as assis-
tant professor in Asian Pa-
cific American studies, and
justice and social inquiry, at
Arizona State University’s
School of Social Transforma-
tion this fall.

TANISHA J. “TJ” HADLEY

(B.A., international relations,
’06) joined Gallivan, White
& Boyd as an associate.

EMILY HOBSON (Ph.D.,
American studies and eth-
nicity, ’09) accepted a two-
year College Distinguished
Teaching Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship at USC, where she
is teaching two classes this
fall.  

MARY ANGELA LAGDAMEO

(M.A., East Asian area stud-
ies, ’08) joined the Access
Academy of the Asian Uni-
versity for Women in Chit-
tagong, Bangladesh, as the
English as a second lan-
guage instructor. 

ZHIGANG PENG (M.A., elec-
trical engineering, ’02; Ph.D.,
geological sciences, ’04), as-
sistant professor in Georgia
Institute of Technology’s
School of Earth and Atmos-
pheric Sciences, received the
Seismological Society of
America’s Charles Richter
Early Career Award.  

DARA PURVIS (B.A., political
science, ’03) joined the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of
Law as a visiting assistant
professor as part of the Illi-
nois Academic Fellowship
Program.

AMY VON LINTEL (Ph.D., art
history, ’10) began as assis-
tant professor of art history
at West Texas A&M Univer-
sity this fall.

JAIME LEE (B.A., creative
writing, ’06; J.D., ’09) and
CHRISTOPHER D. LEE (eco-
nomics, non-degreed) were
appointed to city commis-
sioner positions by Los An-
geles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa. Jaime Lee, ex-
ecutive vice president and
counsel with Jamison Serv-
ices, Inc., was appointed to
the Quality and Productivity
Commission. Christopher
Lee, an independent con-
sultant and the former sen-
ior vice president of Forever
21, Inc., was appointed to
the West L.A. Area Planning
Commission.

Marriages
DEBBIE YEN DAO (B.A., psy-
chology, ’02; M.A., psychol-
ogy, ’04) and Alexis Bao-
Chuyen Dang were married
at St. Irenaeus Church in
Cypress, Calif. 

....................................................

USC Summer
Programs
Do you have a child in high
school or middle school? Fu-
ture Trojans grades 6-12 can
attend academic summer
programs at USC, featuring
instruction by USC faculty,
vibrant campus life and trips
to Los Angeles attractions.
In one- to four-week pro-
grams located in L.A. and
Catalina Island, students
choose to study architecture,
business, engineering, envi-
ronmental studies, journal-
ism, pre-health, pre-law,
visual and performing arts,
or writing. Sign up for 2011
information at cesp.usc.edu.

NEWS  FROM THE  ALUMNI  OF  USC  COLLEGE  OF  LETTERS ,  ARTS  &  SC I ENCES

CLASS NOTES
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CLASS NOTABLE

crossing GENRES
ERIC GARCIA ’95 has written about
dinosaurs disguised as humans and
con men with severe psychological
issues. He’s also envisioned a fu-
ture where artificial organs are re-
possessed when patients can no
longer afford them.

Earlier this year, his novel, The
Repossession Mambo (Harper, 2009),
was transformed into the feature
film Repo Men starring Jude Law
and Forest Whitaker. Garcia co-
wrote the screenplay with Garrett
Lerner, a writer and executive pro-
ducer for the medical drama House. 

In the film, Remy (Law) seizes
high-tech artificial organs if trans-
plant recipients fail to make their
payments. Everything is great for
Remy until he’s implanted with an
artificial heart following an acci-
dent. When he can’t pay for it,
Remy becomes a target of the or-
ganization he previously served.

Garcia’s novel is based on his
short story, “The Tell-Tale Pan-
creas,” which he wrote after earn-
ing his B.A. in English with an
emphasis in creative writing from
USC College. 

.................................................................

Address your 
Class Note to:
USC College Magazine,
c/o Letitia Franklin, 
Citigroup Center 8206,
41st Floor, Los Angeles, CA 
90089-8206 

or send an e-mail to 
magazine@college.usc.edu. 

Information may be edited 
for clarity and space.

Listings for the “Class Notes” and 
“In Memoriam” sections are compiled 
based on submissions from alumni and 
College departments as well as published 
notices from various media outlets. 

So you want to leave a positive mark. BRETT
CROSBY did too. As a USC College under-
graduate in the ’90s, watershed events lo-

cally and nationally got him fired up.
The Los Angeles riots in the aftermath of the

Rodney King beating and verdict. The deadly
standoff between federal agents and Branch Da-
vidians in Waco, Texas. The Oklahoma City Federal
Building bombing that killed thousands.

At the same time, a little thing called the World
Wide Web had launched for home use.

Majoring in international relations and political
science, when Crosby graduated in 1995,
he came out swinging. But he didn’t
know exactly how to follow through.

“With those majors you can’t help
but think how can I change the world
and make it a better place,” Crosby
said. “People were camped out in front
of the White House with their picket
signs and it wasn’t having an impact. I
thought, in order to drive change, I
would have to build change.”

Rather than executing policy through
state and federal departments, he fig-
ured why not execute his own policy
through the business world. He, his
brother and a couple buddies (includ-
ing fellow Trojan, Jack Ancone, urban planning,
’95) founded Urchin Software Corporation based in
San Diego, which built and hosted Web sites for
businesses. Growing rapidly, the company began
focusing on the Urchin software, which had be-
come popular for its speed and efficiency at pro-
cessing large Web server log files. 

The company dropped the hosting and honed in
on Web analytics, a tool that measures, collects and
analyzes Internet data for businesses. The informa-
tion helps businesses optimize their Web usage for

marketing, advertising and other endeavors. Urchin
began securing large contracts and in 2005, the
company was purchased by Google and Urchin 
became Google Analytics.

After many months of negotiations, the deal
went through on the day of Crosby’s wedding. 

“I was in my tux, literally just about to walk
down the aisle when I signed the contract,” he 
recalled. “It made for a pretty good reception.”

Now a group manager for Google Analytics, a
free service for Web sites of any size, Crosby is still
as idealistic as he was at USC, maybe more so.

“Now I see different ways to change
the world,” he said. “I have the opportu-
nity to help with economic change and
social change by bringing more freedom
to areas where people never had access
to this kind of information before.”

As an undergrad, the Web was in its
embryonic stages. He envisioned himself
a policymaker then, but believes on the
Web he’s making a bigger impact than
he thought possible. He credits Steve
Lamy, professor of international rela-
tions, for teaching him to think critically.

“Sometimes I ask myself, ‘What does
my degree have to do with my day
job?’ ” Crosby said. “Seemingly very lit-

tle on the surface. But I am living out the ideals that
I had then in a company filled with people who are
actively working to make the world a better place. 

“In international relations, we read case studies
that changed our world view and taught us how to
think critically. We learned how to think about cre-
ative solutions to social, political and economic
problems. And that is extremely powerful. I fre-
quently think about the lessons I learned then
when working on problems I’m solving today.”

—PAMELA J. JOHNSON

WIRED for CHANGE

Brett Crosby ’95

CLASS NOTABLE

“I thought,
in order
to drive
change,
I would
have to
build

change.”



HiStory of Santa Monica

AQUEOUS BOOKS / MICHAEL
ATWOOD‘s (MPW, ’04) collection
of short stories is thematically
linked by the characters, who
are struggling to realize their
Hollywood dreams, and the
setting — Santa Monica, Calif.

.................................................

Africa
Unity, Sovereignty & Sorrow

LYNNE RIENNER PUBLISHERS / PIERRE
ENGLEBERT (Ph.D., political
economy & public policy,
’98), professor of politics at
Pomona College, investigates
how weak African states sur-
vive and how international
sovereignty often produces
unintended allegiances.

.................................................

Freshwater Resources and
Interstate Cooperation
Strategies to Mitigate an 
Environmental Risk

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK PRESS /

FREDERICK GORDON (Ph.D., po-
litical science, ’05), now at
Columbus State University,
examines state cooperation
over increasingly scarce
water resources.

.................................................

Vegas at Odds
Labor Conflict in a Leisure
Economy, 1960–1985

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS /

JAMES KRAFT (Ph.D., history,
’90), professor of history at
the University of Hawaii at
Manoa, explores the rise and
changing fortunes of organ-
ized and unorganized labor
in Las Vegas.

.................................................

Song of Extinction

SAMUEL FRENCH PRESS / ELLEN
LEWIS‘s (MPW, ’98) play is
about the science of life and
loss, the relationships be-
tween fathers and sons, Cam-
bodian fields, Bolivian
rainforests and redemption.

Joy in Disguise
Meeting Jesus in the Dark
Times

MOREHOUSE PUBLISHERS / EDWARD
LITTLE (B.A., history, ’68) ex-
amines the concept of joy in
St. Paul’s “Epistle to the
Philippians,” experienced
even in the face of life’s 
challenges.

.................................................

Tid Bits
A Quick & Healthy Guide to
Kids’ Snacks

SUMMERLAND PUBLISHING / DR. GINA
LA MONICA (M.A., kinesiology,
’87) offers 26 healthy, easy-to-
prepare snacks for children.

.................................................

One Step Beyond
A Teenage Odyssey in 1980s
Los Angeles

CREATESPACE / MICHAEL PEARSON
(B.A., drama/humanities, ’88)
shares a memoir of his fast
and angst-ridden times
growing up as a punk teen in
L.A. during the ’80s.

.................................................

You Can’t Change the 
Outside Until You
Change What’s Inside

PUBLISHAMERICA / PATTI PORTO
(B.A., history, ’75) helps read-
ers examine scripture in order
to answer difficult questions. 

.................................................

The Italian Stiletto

PUBLISHAMERICA / RALPH RIFFEN-
BURGH (M.A., anthropology,
’66), weaves the story of a se-
rial killer, what made her a
killer, and the Pasadena Po-
lice Department’s search for
her amid their other cases.

.................................................

Teacher at Point Blank
Confronting Sexuality, 
Violence, and Secrets in a 
Suburban School

AUNT LUTE BOOKS / JO SCOTT-COE
(B.A., English, ’91), a former

high school English teacher,
meditates on subtle and overt
forms of violence in second-
ary public education from an
up-close point of view.

.................................................

My Problem With Doors

I PUBLISH PRESS / SCOTT SOUTHARD‘s
(MPW, ’02) novel follows
Jacob’s 30-year journey from
ancient to future civilizations.

ALSO BY SCOTT SOUTHARD: 
MEGAN (I PUBLISH PRESS)

.................................................

A NEW YORK TIMES AND WALL STREET

JOURNAL BEST-SELLER

North by Northwestern
A Seafaring Family on Deadly
Alaskan Waters

THOMAS DUNNE BOOKS / MARK
SUNDEEN (MPW, ’99) helps tell
the rags-to-riches story of
Discovery Channel’s Deadliest
Catch star Captain Sig Hansen
and his immigrant family’s
struggle to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream.

.................................................

Fat Wednesday
Wittgenstein on Aspects

PAUL DRY BOOKS / JOHN VERDI
(Ph.D., philosophy, ’75), who
teaches at St. John’s College,
discusses and expands on Lud-
wig Wittgenstein’s ideas on
the role language plays in
seeing aspects, and of the
place aspect-seeing has in aes-
thetics, science and theology.

Tell us about your 
new book.
Write to USC College 
Magazine, Citigroup Center
8206, 41st Floor, Los Angeles,
CA 90089-8206 or 
magazine@college.usc.edu.

50T H ANNIVERSARY OF TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

RE-READ A CLASSIC

Since its publication in 1960, Harper Lee’s To Kill a
Mockingbird has eclipsed all other American novels

in popularity. Nearly a million copies are published
each year and it has been translated into 40 languages.
The novel’s 50th anniversary has been an occasion to
ask why it is so widely read: why, for example, did
polled British librarians vote it the No. 1 book, ahead
of the Bible, that every adult should read?

The novel’s ubiquity in American classrooms,
some argue, renders it a liberal primer on race and
civil rights for young readers who witness through
the eyes of the book’s narrator, 8-year-old “Scout”
Finch, the trial of Tom Robinson, an innocent black
man accused of raping the white woman Mayella
Ewell in 1930s southern Alabama. Scout’s father,
Atticus, memorably but unsuccessfully defends
him and the court system before an all-white jury.  

“You never really understand a person until you
consider things from his point of view,” Atticus tells
his daughter, “until you climb into his skin and
walk around in it.” With few exceptions, Atticus
and his two children are the only ones who think
they should try to do this: Lee’s novel skewers the
myopia of whites and of some blacks within a
Southern caste system obsessed with lineage, race
and appearance, upholding instead a liberal belief,
equally indebted to Southern mores, in character.  

Yet the novel puts the reader in the skin of its
gender-bucking narrator, not in Tom Robinson’s.
There are before her few child narrators in Ameri-
can fiction quite like Scout Finch, a young critic of
a world she did not create but humorously and
wisely interrogates. Scout might be why this novel,
told with a seemingly effortless brilliance and
charm, has endured: because America is always
growing up when it comes to race.

—WILLIAM R. HANDLEY, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

alumni BOOKPLATE
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GHAZI ALGOSAIBI (M.A., inter-
national relations, ’65), Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia (08/15/10) at age 70;
was a Saudi Arabian liberal politi-
cian, technocrat, novelist and
Minister of Labor; obtained his
Ph.D. in law from the University
College London in 1970; served
four Saudi kings in different gov-
ernment positions, including the
minister of health and the minis-
ter of water and electricity in the
Arab world’s largest economy;
wrote novels, poetry and essays,
some of which were banned in
the Islamic state because of their
focus on the problems of conser-
vative Saudi society; served as
ambassador to the United King-
dom and Ireland from 1992 to
2002; was labor minister since
2005; in 1975, Algosaibi became a
distinguished alumnus of USC
College’s School of International
Relations.

REV. JOHN E. BURKHART (Ph.D.,
religion/social ethics, ’59),
Dubuque, IA (06/04/10) at age
82; ordained in 1952; was a mem-
ber of the Presbytery of Chicago;
joined the faculty of McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago
in 1959; became a full professor
of theology in 1968; retired from
McCormick in 1993; served as in-
terim pastor for five Presbyterian
congregations in Illinois; publica-
tions include Worship and Under-
standing the Word of God; president
of the American Theological So-
ciety; member of the American
Academy of Religion, the
Catholic Theological Society of
America and the North American
Academy of Liturgy; awarded
honorary degree of Doctor of Di-
vinity from Occidental College. 

CAPT. DELMAR H. EVANS (B.A.,
psychology, cinema,’59), Win-
ston-Salem, NC (05/29/10) at age
84; entered the Navy in 1942 and
was designated a Naval aviator in
1947; during his 33-year career,
he served in several squadrons on

numerous aircraft carriers; was a
flight instructor and taught flight
instructors; commanded a
squadron and an air group; while
serving on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, he was awarded the Legion
of Merit for his duties as Chief of
the Reconnaissance Division of
the Joint Reconnaissance Center;
was an active volunteer on the
board of directors of the Food
Bank of Northwest North Car-
olina; was acting director of Crisis
Control Ministry.

NORM LACY (B.A., physical edu-
cation, ’77), of Santa Monica, CA;
died while vacationing in Indio,
CA (05/29/10) at age 56; offen-
sive lineman for the USC Tro-
jans playing for two National
Championship teams in the ’70s;
coached wrestling and football at
St. Monica and Santa Monica
High Schools for many years; his
Santa Monica football teams won
the California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) championships
in 1981 and 2001; his St. Mon-
ica’s football team won in 1998;
was named High School Football
Coach of the Year by the Los An-
geles Times in 2001; served as ath-
letic director at Santa Monica
until his death.

DR. JUDITH A. HAYTHORNE
MACURDA (B.A., zoology, ’64),
Dana Point, CA (05/22/10) at age
68; earned her medical degree at
the University of California,
Irvine in 1969; after working in
private pediatric practice and as
an outpatient physician, obtained
her master’s in public health from
the University of Hawaii in 1981;
served as clinical director of the
Waimanalo Health Center on
Oahu; acted as chief of school
health services in Hawaii, ulti-
mately becoming state epidemi-
ologist; after returning to
California, worked as a hospice
medical director.

William G. Spitzer
William G. Spitzer, former dean of USC College and professor emeritus

of electrical engineering, materials science and physics at the USC Viterbi
School of Engineering, has died. He was 82.

Spitzer died April 14 in Oceanside, Calif., after suffering a heart attack a
day earlier. 

A seminal figure at USC, Spitzer was the first in USC history to serve at
every level of academic administration — provost, College dean, division
dean and department chair.

In 1989, Spitzer received USC’s highest honor, the Presidential Medallion. In 1992, Hebrew Union
College awarded him an honorary degree.

Spitzer joined USC as associate professor of electrical engineering in 1963, quickly achieving full
professorship. An expert in solid state physics, he chaired the Department of Materials Science from
1967 to 1969 and headed the Department of Physics from 1969 to 1972.

The following academic year, he served as dean of the Division of Natural Sciences. In 1983, Spitzer
was appointed associate provost for research. He served as College dean from 1986 to 1989.

After retiring in 1992, Spitzer served as a part-time adviser to then USC President Steven B. Sample
and Provost Cornelius J. Pings, and participated in strategic planning on the future of the university.

In 1993, Spitzer became interim provost after Pings left and before Lloyd Armstrong Jr. assumed the post.

Ronald Gottesman
Ronald Gottesman, founding director of the Center for the Humanities at

USC, and professor emeritus of English in USC College, has died. He was 77.
Gottesman died from complications of pneumonia May 10 at Ronald Reagan

UCLA Medical Center, said his widow Beth Shube of Marina Del Rey, Calif.
A College faculty member from 1975 to 2001, Gottesman taught Ameri-

can literature and American studies, and authored numerous books and arti-
cles. He edited and commissioned more than 200 critical and reference
volumes in at least six book series.

His research focused on diverse subjects from Upton Sinclair, Sergei M.
Eisenstein and Orson Welles, to William Dean Howells, Henry Miller and fictional ape King Kong.
Other areas included textual editing, robots and film scholarship.

He edited a major section of the Norton Anthology of American Literature and was founding editor of
two quarterly journals: Quarterly Review of Film and Video and Humanities in Society.  

Gottesman was a Guggenheim and National Endowment for the Humanities fellow, and was senior
research fellow at the Center for Twentieth Century Studies at the University of Wisconsin and the
Whitney Humanities Center at Yale University. But his greatest legacy may be the pivotal role he
played in his students’ lives, Shube said.

“He had generations of students he remained close with,” Shube said.

Karen Cortney
Karen Louise Cortney, USC alumna and friend of USC College, has died.

She was 55.
Cortney died peacefully July 21 at San Diego Hospice, after a battle with

melanoma. She is remembered for her tenacious spirit and selfless devotion
as mother, wife and daughter. 

“She was an unmatched mother, with encompassing love,” said Cortney’s
daughter Claire Marie Cortney, who in 2007 earned her bachelor’s at USC in
theatre and communication. 

Cortney came from a line of Trojans. Her parents Robert and Elizabeth Plumleigh of Santa Ana, Calif.,
are College alumni. Robert earned his bachelor’s in English in 1950 and Elizabeth received her master’s in
liberal arts in 1984. The Plumleighs are longtime donors to the USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental
Studies and the Master of Professor Writing Program, both based in the College. Robert is a College hu-
manities advisory board member and Elizabeth serves on the board of the Wrigley Institute for Environ-
mental Studies.

At USC, Karen Plumleigh met David Cortney, also a student. Karen earned her bachelor’s in fine
arts in 1976 and teaching credential in 1978. David received his B.S. in accounting in 1976 and MBA in
1978. They wed in 1978 and moved to San Diego, where Karen taught elementary school art for a few
years before having four children and becoming a full-time mother. Karen was involved in many USC
activities, including the Trojan League of San Diego. 

in MEMORIAM
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I DON’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN.
Maybe with the nice lady from the church group

who assured me one day over lunch that at present
rates of birth and immigration, Muslims will “take
over” this country within a generation. 

Or maybe with the reader who insisted that a story I
had recounted in my newspaper column — how a
black soldier named Henry Johnson singlehandedly
fought off a platoon of Germans in World War I — did
not happen.

Or maybe with a poll CNN released in August, indi-
cating that fully a quarter of the American people still
do not believe President Obama was born in the
United States.

Perhaps it is enough to begin with the observation
Buffalo Springfield made as the ’60s were curdling
into something that bore no resemblance to Camelot:
“There’s something happening here. What it is ain’t
exactly clear.”

Should it be necessary to say:
There is no Muslim takeover; Politifact.com esti-

mates the number of Muslims in this country would
have to double every 19 months for 20 years for Mus-
lims to become a majority of the American electorate; 

Henry Johnson’s heroism is real; it is recounted in
history books and in contemporaneous newspaper
and magazine stories;

And Barack Obama was born in Honolulu on Aug. 4,
1961, according to his birth certificate, the governor of
Hawaii and birth announcements that appeared in
Honolulu newspapers at the time.

Also, for the record, no “death panel” is menacing
your Nana. Those are all incontrovertible facts. I wish
that mattered.  

Once upon a time and not so long ago, he or she who
had the most compelling facts won the debate. But that
was before news media fractured, three major television
networks and a morning paper splintering into a 24/7
megaplex of cable stations and Web sites willing and

eager to spin the news according to the views of their
viewers. It was before e-mail gave each of us access to
the rest of us, before blogs made each of us a news or-
ganization in his or her own right, but without all those
pesky ethical constraints by which news organizations
have traditionally been bound. It was before something
hard and nasty crept into the nation’s political dialogue,
before boundaries of propriety fell before demands of
expediency, before scoring political points at all costs
superseded the simple imperative to determine and do
whatever was in the nation’s best interest.

For 34 years, I’ve made my living in “old” media, so
I might reasonably be suspected of a little bias here.
It is, after all, my industry that’s circling the drain.

But the most compelling danger is not the one faced
by old media. It is, rather, the one faced by the country.
A nation where each political faction has its own “facts”
and truth is optional, a nation where there is no com-
monly accepted pool of information from which to
draw conclusions or build arguments, is a nation where
reasoning and intelligent debate become increasingly
impossible. In other words, it’s our nation.

Recently, I had an e-mail exchange with a woman
who insisted it was conservatives who fought to pass
the great civil rights legislation of the 1960s. This is,
of course, an outlandish canard. Conservative South-
ern Democrats were the one great roadblock to pas-
sage of those laws. But when I tried to explain this
verifiable and wholly unquestionable fact, the woman
grew irate and shut off our communication.

It occurred to me that she and I live alternate reali-
ties we both call America. In mine, reputable newspa-
pers and books by expert authors are valid sources of
fact. In hers, no fact is valid unless it comports with
what you already believe. In hers, as a result, you can
speak the absolutely ridiculous with complete and
righteous conviction. I thought about e-mailing her
back, but I knew it was no use.

I was depressed the rest of the day. �

A LT E R N AT E R E A L I T I E S,  O N E

AMERICA
Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Leonard Pitts Jr. ’77 

reflects on the “spin” of our nation.

LEONARD PITTS JR. (B.A.,
English, ’77) is an American
commentator, journalist and
best-selling author. He writes
a nationally syndicated 
column for the Miami Herald
and won the 2004 Pulitzer
Prize for commentary. Pitts is
the author of the novel, 
Before I Forget (Agate
Bolden, 2009) and a collection
of his columns, Forward From
This Moment (Agate Bolden),
was released in 2009.

IN MY OWN WORDS



A Gift that Gives
AND GIVES
BACK TO YOU
For guaranteed fixed income,
you may want to consider a
USC Charitable Gift Annuity.

Tommy Trojan, age 75, plans to donate a maturing $100,000 certificate of deposit
to USC College. Because he would like to continue receiving income, he decides
to fund a one-life USC Charitable Gift Annuity. The annuity will pay him a rate
of 6.4%, or $6,400 per year. And there are further advantages!

For his $100,000 donation to establish the annuity, Tommy receives a charitable
income tax deduction of $40,162. Because Tommy itemizes his tax deductions
on his income tax return, he can use this deduction to reduce his current year’s
income tax obligation. With Tommy’s 35 percent federal income tax rate, his tax
savings is $14,057. In addition, for 13.4 years, the first $4,825 of his annual payments
of $6,400 will be tax-free.

The gift annuity will therefore have a taxable equivalent yield of 10.5%.
Plus, his gift may be designated to support any USC College department or
program of his choosing.

Please contact SusanWilcox, USC College Associate Dean for College Advancement, by phone or e-mail
swilcox@college.usc.edu to discuss gift options and to obtain a copy of the university’s Suggested Bequest/Distribution

Language. Deferred gift annuities for individuals under age 60 are also available for your consideration.

Trojans have supported USC College students for generations
through planned gifts and annual gifts.
L to R: Morton Kay '49, Andrew Platt '09, Larry Platt '74 and '77

AGE ANNUITY
RATE

60 5.2%

65 5.5.%

70 5.8%

75 6.4%

80 7.2%

85 8.1%

90+ 9.5%

USC Charitable Gift Annuity Rates
are based on the Suggested Rates
approved by the American Council
on Gift Annuities and are subject
to periodic review.

Learn How...To create income for yourself
while giving to USC College.

Good for You, Good for USC College

(213) 740-4994 college.usc.edu/giving
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Are you on Facebook, Twitter
& YouTube? So are we!

college.usc.edu/facebook

college.usc.edu/twitter

college.usc.edu/youtube
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