
College offered its twelfth language—
Hindi—through the linguistics
department this fall.

Language training fosters not only

breadth, of understanding, but also
the ability to to learn in unfamiliar
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t’s noontime at the Language Center during finals week. Andrew Pick, a USC
College junior majoring in East Asian Languages and Cultures, is typing a
paper in Pinyin—a system for Romanizing Chinese ideographs—at one of the
Center’s 55 computer workstations. He has been visiting the Center for a few
years—first, to do his Spanish homework online and now, for

the use of the Chinese language software. 
The Center, housed on the third floor of the Mark Taper

Hall of Humanities, offers facilities such as small group conver-
sation rooms and interactive multimedia resources. One large
room holds circular carrels of computers, with walls declaring
“Hello” in several different languages. Above the computers, a
plasma TV is showing a Korean soap opera, facing another
flatscreen broadcasting CNN in Spanish. Outside in the hall-
way, two women wait on a couch to take their orals in French
III, lazily watching a talk show on TV5, a global French-lan-
guage television network. 

There are currently eight languages in the College that can
be taken as majors and minors—Spanish, French, Italian, Chinese, Japanese,
German, Russian and Korean (in order of popularity). There are also courses
available in Arabic, Hebrew and Portuguese. Due to student demand, USC

Globalization, the theme of this issue, is not a noun, but

a set of processes. It’s about connections between places

far-flung, encompassing the economics, politics, cultures

and environments of the world. USC College embraces

globalization: through research and scholarship that

address critical international issues, the expansion of our

global presence and our commitment to focus academic

programs to prepare our students to live in this era.

hen it comes to cre-
ativity, USC College

has the market cor-
nered. In fall 2005,

Antonio and Hanna
Damasio, two eminent neuroscien-
tists, will join USC as professors of
psychology and neuroscience where
they will lead a new institute devoted
to the study of the brain and human
creativity.  

Scholars have long researched how
creativity can be taught and nurtured,
but the Damasios have expanded the
definition of “creative” to include
some unexpected concepts. 

“Creativity is not just about the
creation of an art object, or a piece of
music, or a film, or the creation of a
scientific project, but also about the
creation of social relations and of cul-
tural institutions,” says Antonio
Damasio. “People rarely associate
these latter areas with creativity, but
anytime we produce something new,
be it an architectural drawing, class-
room curriculum or a new approach to
a business problem, the creative
process is at work.”

Studying things like economics,
education and governance from a neu-
robiological perspective has rarely
been done. But pioneering something
new, be it a concept, a research find-
ing, or another best-seller, is what the
Damasios are known for.

Their professional careers have
been steeped in creative moments. A
distinguished physician, Antonio
Damasio’s research on the neurobiolo-
gy of the mind has had a major
influence on our current understand-
ing of the neural systems that
underlie emotion, memory, language,
decision-making and consciousness.
continued on page 3
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A Virtual World of Languages

I

Zach Lieberman (’04), an upper-division French student and Jacqueline Lacy (’05), who is minoring in East Asian Languages and Cultures with an
emphasis in Chinese, at one of the computer workstations in the USC College’s Language Center in Mark Taper Hall. There are eight languages
offered as majors and minors in the College. 

continued on page 4

Creativity 
in Action
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t used to be that students in search of
an international perspective had one
obvious choice: spend time abroad
and experience another culture.

With 40 semester-abroad and year-
abroad programs in 23 countries
around the globe, the College certain-
ly encourages overseas study. But that
is only part of our strategy to provide
students with the tools they need to
excel in an interdependent world. 

Because of our innovative pro-
grams and Pacific Rim location,
students don’t have to tread far to
learn how to thrive in the global mar-
ketplace of ideas and innovation. As a
College within the dynamic region of
Southern California, our students are
uniquely positioned to develop cross-
cultural competencies. The surround-
ing city of Los Angeles is a microcosm
of the entire planet—ethnically, politi-

cally, culturally and architecturally.
To gain an informed worldview,

our students pursue research projects
and participate in service learning out-
side of campus. For 80 years, our
School of International Relations has
prepared students to thrive in foreign
affairs, even creating programs to
teach local high school students about
international relations.

In October 2004, the USC Board of
Trustees adopted a new strategic plan,
a flexible road map to guide the uni-
versity as it evolves over the next
decade. The plan recognizes that our
students and faculty need new skills
to succeed in a world where cultures
intermingle. Take almost any depart-
ment in the College today, examine
its curriculum, and you will likely find
a very international flavor. Why?
Research that focuses on society’s
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Howroyd Gives $10 Million 
Leading entrepreneur makes education a philanthropic priority

Joseph Aoun
Dean of USC College
Anna H. Bing Professor

Dean Aoun

problems is of necessity increasingly
global. We can no longer choose
among issues local or international; in
most cases they are one and the same. 

That is why an international per-
spective pervades every College
department and program, where facul-
ty and students converge to study
issues that affect the entire world—
global warming, terrorism, human
health, ethnic and religious conflict,
immigration, homelessness or urban
planning.  

At USC College, international

learning doesn’t end in the classroom.
One defining characteristic of our cam-
pus is a highly diverse cultural milieu.
With the largest international enroll-
ment of any U.S. university, our
classrooms have become dynamic,
interactive laboratories, where stu-
dents truly have the world at their
fingertips. They learn from conversa-
tions with their peers about different
cultures, political systems and eco-
nomic spheres. 

Our outstanding academic and
research programs, wonderfully
diverse student body and Pacific Rim
location enable us to deliver much
more than a superb college education.
These synergies create a multiplicity
of opportunities so our students can
live, flourish—and continue to learn—
in whatever country they will call
home in the 21st century.   

Janice Bryant Howroyd

pend just a few minutes speaking
with Los Angeles entrepreneur
Janice Bryant Howroyd and it
becomes clear why the quality

people most often associate with her is
“inspirational.” Indeed, Essence maga-
zine has featured Howroyd in its book,
50 of the Most Inspiring African
Americans.

Recently appointed to the Board of
Councilors, Howroyd has wasted little
time in bringing her brand of inspira-
tion to USC College: In January,
Howroyd, founder and CEO of ACT-1
Personnel Services, pledged $10 mil-
lion to the College.

“Janice Howroyd’s generous gift to
student aid, will provide access for
students who could not otherwise
afford a college education,” says
College Dean Joseph Aoun. “Her
exemplary achievements and dedica-
tion to support education will serve as
a role model for all of us in the
College community.”

“My gift is meant to support Dean
Aoun’s vision of what USC College
will become,” Howroyd says. “Under
his dynamic leadership, I think the
College has no set boundaries on what
it can achieve.”

In her own career, Howroyd’s
achievements have yet to reach any

limit. Born in North Carolina,
Howroyd began ACT-1 in 1978, open-
ing a single office in Beverly Hills that
focused on serving the entertainment
industry. Today, ACT-1 is the largest
certified woman-minority owned
staffing agency company in the U.S.
With branch offices located across the
country, ACT-1 employs some 300
full-time workers and manages the
placement of more than 65,000 tempo-
rary workers in the entertainment,
technical, clerical, engineering,
accounting and professional services
industries. 

In the last five years, Howroyd has
diversified her business, and in addi-
tion to the core human resources
services, the ACT-1 Group now pro-
vides technical services, creative
communications and travel services,
and owns an accredited university
geared toward working adults. ACT-1
also offers leading edge solutions
through Agile-1, its workforce technol-
ogy and management division, and
through A-Check America, a back-
ground-check and drug-screening
company. The ACT-1 Group was
ranked as the largest African
American-owned business in its cate-
gory by Black Enterprise magazine in
2003 and projects more than $520 mil-

lion in revenues in 2004. 
Howroyd was the first African

American to be named one of the 50
Leading Woman Entrepreneurs in the
World by the Star Group and has
received numerous other business and
leadership awards. She is featured reg-
ularly in the national media and has
written columns on business and other
issues for a number of print and online
publications. 

With her gift to USC College,
Howroyd is building an impressive
record of supporting education. She
has long supported scholarships and
programs designed to encourage black
youth to pursue their educational
goals. Last year she agreed to co-chair
a $100 million capital campaign at her
alma mater, North Carolina Agricul-
tural & Technical State University,
and then pledged a gift of $10 million
to the school, one of the largest alumni
donations ever made to a historically
black college or university.

When Howroyd’s children joined
the Trojan Family, so did she and her
husband, Bernard Howroyd. Their
daughter, Katharyn, majored in politi-
cal science in the College, and their
son, Brett, studies business in the
Marshall Business School. “Our family
is very closely knit—you don’t get our

kids without getting us, too. Our life
mantra is ‘God, family, company, coun-
try’,” she says.

Howroyd quickly caught the Trojan
spirit. She and her husband joined the
USC Parents’ Council, which oversees
the USC Parents’ Association. She 
also served as the honorary chair of the
USC Black Alumni Association’s 26th
Annual Alumni Awards and Scholar-
ship Benefit. 

To her, what makes USC stand out
is how it combines strong academics
with so many other student opportuni-
ties—a nationally prominent sports
program, a diverse student body, a
choice of social activities, politically
active groups, and, something that
Howroyd considers core to any well-
rounded education, a strong
commitment to community service.

“I very much value the diversity of
ethnicity, thought, goals and opportu-
nity that the Dean has fostered in the
College.” 

—Eva Emerson

I

S

Globalization Starts Here
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Ribbon Cut on Dornsife Imaging Center

His work has shown that emotions
play a central role in human decision-
making. His books on the mind
include Descartes’ Error; The Feeling of
What Happens; and Looking for Spinoza.
They are widely read by the lay pub-
lic as well as by scientists.

Through basic research, medical
case studies and philosophical analy-
sis, he has investigated the biological
roots of consciousness and helped to
reveal its role in survival. 

And there’s his equally creative
wife Hanna Damasio, a neurologist
and neuroscientist acclaimed for
developing new brain imaging tech-
niques and imaging methods in the
study of brain lesions. She is the
author of the first atlas of the brain
based on computerized images,
Human Brain Anatomy in Computerized
Image. A second edition is due for
release in early 2005. Her award-
winning book Lesion Analysis in
Neuropsychology is widely used in brain
imaging work.

They come to USC from the
University of Iowa College of
Medicine, where Hanna Damasio
directed the Laboratory for Human
Neuroanatomy and Neuroimaging and
developed a prominent research cen-
ter dedicated to the investigation of
language and other aspects of behavior
and cognition. 

“The Damasios’ vision, scientific
leadership and breadth of knowledge
in modern neurobiology will allow us
to ask and answer new questions

SC College celebrated the
opening of the Dana and
David Dornsife Cognitive
Neuroscience Imaging Center

on Sept. 7, 2004.
At the ceremony, USC President

Steven B. Sample said, “This new
facility will serve as an interdiscipli-
nary catalyst for important scientific,
medical and educational break-
throughs that will improve human
health and well-being. The Dornsifes’
investment of their family’s name, and
their vision for what the research cen-
ter will accomplish, are legacies that
will last for generations.” 

The new Dornsife Imaging Center
will provide increased access for USC
neuroscientists to the functional mag-
netic resonance imaging (fMRI)
system, which enables scientists to
capture images of the human brain
and its activity in exquisite detail.  

Business executive David Dornsife,
a USC trustee and vice president of
the Hedco Foundation, also spoke

before he and his wife, Dana, joined
USC officials in cutting the red ribbon
draped across the building’s entrance. 

“As part of the USC community,
my family and I have experienced
first-hand the benefit of the high-qual-

through the resolution of human con-
flict and through education.  

The core of the Institute will be a
laboratory focused on mind and
behavior. Hanna Damasio will direct
the laboratory and work closely with
the USC Dana and David Dornsife
Cognitive Neuroscience Imaging
Center, which she will co-direct.  

“The Dana and David Dornsife
Cognitive Neuroscience Imaging
Center played a critical role in recruit-
ing the  Damasios,” says Aoun. “This
is a perfect example of the transfor-
mational power individual giving can
have on a program. Because of the
Dornsife’s philanthropy, we are
attracting first-rate neuroscientists to
campus. The possibilities for explo-
ration in this important area of
research are practically limitless.”

“The new brain imaging methods
offer unprecedented possibilities for
the study of human nature,”she says.
“But for those studies to succeed
neuroscience must form partnerships
with, for example, the social sciences,
engineering and psychology.  The
structure and faculty of USC are

ideal for such collaborations.”
The Institute will approach three

themes from a neurobiological 
perspective.

By looking at the broad topic of
governance, scientists will examine
how social emotions contribute to
the understanding of economic,
business and political institutions,
including their ethical dimensions in
the age of globalization. 

The theme of artistic and scientif-
ic creativity will analyze the creative
process that goes into the production
of films, music, literature, the visual
arts and architecture. By approaching
this area from a neuroscience stand-
point, the Damasios may look at why
some people are more creative in cer-
tain areas than in others.   

Under the theme of education,
scientists will investigate how neuro-
science can be applied to improve
the way classroom curriculum is
designed. By studying the learning
process from a neurobiological per-
spective, they may gleam new
insights that teachers can then use to
improve educational techniques and
curriculum design.  

Says Dean Aoun, “Because the
study of the mind and human behav-
ior does not fall within the domain of
a single discipline, scholars from
across the USC campus, from neuro-
biology, cognitive neuroscience, and
the schools of cinema, education and
communication, will be actively
involved in this cutting-edge area of
research that has important societal
implications.”

—Nicole St.Pierre

“The Dana and David Dornsife

Cognitive Neuroscience Imaging

Center played a critical role 

in recruiting the Damasios.”

—College Dean Joseph Aoun
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Left to right: USC President Sample, Dana and David Dornsife, and Dean Aoun

Damasios continued from page 1

U

Antonio and Hanna Damasio

ity education and research provided by
USC,” Dornsife said. “We’re confi-
dent USC will make major discoveries
and strengthen its position as a major
player in the field.” 

The tremendous range of research

projects that scientists will pursue at
the Center include studies of the bio-
logical causes of violence and how
‘episodic memory’—the mental diaries
of our lives—are produced and stored
in the brain. Other projects will probe
the neurological basis of dyslexia and
how the brain processes the emotions
of shame and guilt.  Users are expect-
ed to include 30 faculty and more than
100 graduate students and postdoctor-
al researchers from a variety of
academic units. The Center will be
co-directed by Hanna Damasio.

“Our hope,” said College Dean
Joseph Aoun, “is that work undertak-
en at the facility will lead to new
insights into the brain-based disorders
and diseases that prove devastating for
millions of Americans.” 

—E.E.

The first
structural
nuclear
magnetic
resonance
image of a
human
brain pro-
duced in the
new Center. 

about the human mind and behav-
ior,” says Joseph Aoun, dean of the
College. “They will be vital catalysts
in our quest to unlock the mysteries
of the mind and to better understand
higher brain functions, including 
creativity, learning, memory, con-
sciousness and language.”

Both Damasios are members of the
American Academy of Arts & Sciences
and graduates of the University of
Lisbon Medical School; he is a mem-
ber of the Institute of Medicine of the
National Academy of Sciences. 

“USC College has the sort of
vibrant academic environment where
one can dream of brain science and
the humanities coming together to
produce a better future,” says
Antonio Damasio, who will direct the
USC Institute for the Study of the
Brain and Creativity. 

The interdisciplinary Institute will
examine how knowledge from mod-
ern neurobiology can contribute to
the elucidation of the creative process
and how such knowledge can assist
individuals and institutions in the
betterment of human affairs—namely
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terrain. Explains Sarah Pratt, dean of
academic programs and professor of
Slavic languages and literature:

“A new language, especially lan-
guage taught within the context of
culture the way we do it here in the
College, lets a person see that things
we take for granted are not necessarily
universal.”

Learning a new language broadens
“the flexibility of mind to understand
how and why other people might not
see things the same way we do,” Pratt
adds. 

The Language Center, which
opened in 1997, is dedicated to help-
ing USC students learn languages and
understand cultures from all areas of
the world, in line with the university’s
vision to be a global institution with
international visibility and reach.

“Why do we learn foreign lan-
guages?” Dan Bayer, executive
director of the Language Center asks
rhetorically. “It’s not just about memo-
rizing a system, or flash cards or
fill-in-the-blanks. It’s about your abili-
ty as a student to communicate in a
different language that gives a sense 
of the other as opposed to self.”

Tech Support
Foreign language classes in the

College are becoming increasingly
tech-savvy. “Today, we not only have
an array of formats in which to present
our courses,” says Danielle Mihram,
director of the Center for Excellence
in Teaching (CET) at USC and a
French lecturer in the College, “but
also a variety of learning environ-
ments—both real and virtual—in
which to teach.” 

She attributes the change in the in-
classroom experience to the enormous
advances that have taken place in
media, technology and the under-
standing of how people learn. 

Problem-solving environments
based on real-world problems are
made possible through visualization
and modeling software in computer
simulations. Electronic communica-
tions systems connect students to a
vast array of information as well to
communities of practitioners world-
wide. 

“Interactive technologies provide
students and teachers with opportuni-
ties for effective and timely feedback,
reflection and revision,” Mihram
explains. “Gone are the days of the 3
by 5 card.”

Setting the Online Precedent
In Spanish 240, students discern

between ser and estar—the two forms
of the verb “to be”—while examining
photographs of Mexican immigrants

A Virtual World of Languages
continued from page 1
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being detained at the U.S. border. And
they compare the sentiments of
female characters in the post-Spanish
Civil War novel Nada with those of the
women in Picasso’s portraits.

This class—also known as Spanish
4, the most advanced level of Spanish
in the Basic Language Program at the
College—is a writing-and-reading
intensive course that introduces stu-
dents to themes in Hispanic cultures,
such as feminism, the Mexican
Revolution and immigration. A major
component of the class also involves
reviewing grammar skills. Soon, stu-
dents taking this course will be able to
view all of their materials and com-
plete all of their workbook exercises
through an online, audio-visual, multi-
media reader. 

Sofía Ruiz-Alfaro and Claudia Soria,
both full-time lecturers in the Depart-
ment of Spanish and Portuguese who
are also doctoral graduates of the pro-
gram, were awarded a 2004-05 grant
from the Fund for Innovative
Undergraduate Teaching through
CET for their reader project.

Currently, the class uses a tradi-
tional text and workbook, Avanzando,
for core reading and grammar. But the
two teachers found that the vocabu-
lary and the exercises in the
workbook did not reflect the thematic
areas that they wanted to teach. So
they incorporated comics, murals,

films and songs into their lesson plan,
“motivating the students to think not
only of the written word,” says Ruiz-
Alfaro, “but also making them more
creative, to express what they see and
to make possibilities.”

The online reader, which will con-
tain images, songs and digitized
film—all related to the cultural com-
ponents in the classroom—will be
ready in the fall of 2005.

Spanish as a Model
In the late ’90s, Gayle Fiedler-

Vierma, director of the Spanish
language program, put all information
related to the Spanish language pro-
gram—e.g. syllabi, make-up and
academic integrity policies—online. 

In 1999, the online workbook was
introduced to Spanish 1, 2 and 3,
paving the way for advanced Spanish
language classes, like those of Ruiz-
Alfaro and Soria, to move online.

“More than half of the language
students at the College are enrolled in
Spanish,” explains Bayer. “Program-
matically, we worked hard to make
Spanish excellent. Now, it’s the model
for other languages.”

Faculty in the Spanish department
are well-versed technologically.
Lecturer Galina Bakhtiarova created a
virtual museum so that her students
can view images relating to their read-
ings. David Zarazua has his students
write, direct, shoot and edit movies in
Spanish about Hispanic themes. 

Now, all of the Spanish classes
have complete programmatic informa-
tion and are graded through
Blackboard, a university-wide elec-
tronic course management system. On
Blackboard, students can see their
grades, view their classroom materials
and complete their homework assign-
ments. The teachers can keep track of
students who are logging on, tally how

many times they have attempted
workbook exercises and figure out
grading percentages.

“It used to be that the business and
journalism schools had all the technol-
ogy while we were whipping out our
overhead projectors,” says Fiedler-
Vierma. “It’s nice to see language
instruction on par with other disci-
plines and it makes use of the skills
and capacities that our students
already possess.”

Although some of the technological
advances seem obvious now, at the
time they were seen as radical. “It was
really a leap of faith,” says Bayer of
the Language Center. “If Dr. Vierma
had not taken the jump, languages
would not be as technologically capaci-
tated as they are today.”

Other departments are following
suit. The Italian program is cooperat-
ing with the College Language Center
to develop an online, multi-user com-
puter game, called the “Virtual Italian
Experience,” that will help guide stu-
dents through their first year of
classes. The game begins in a virtual
USC classroom environment (based
on a room in the von Kleinsmid
Center). As learners progress, they
travel virtually to Italy to broaden their
learning environment.

In separate projects, East Asian lan-
guages & cultures has developed a
first-level multimedia workbook and is
developing a second-year multimedia
textbook to help students master the
Chinese language. Stu-dents will track
the journeys of animated characters
traveling and practicing their language
skills in China.

“Lively animation and richer audio-
visual stimulation can make the
learning more fun, less stressful and
more contextualized,” says Audrey Li,
director of the Chinese language pro-
gram, professor of EALC and an
integral force behind the multimedia
project. Or as Bayer simply states,
using technology to teach languages
today “makes the online experience
more interesting for our students and
helps motivate them to succeed.”

—Katherine Yungmee Kim

The USC Students Jennifer Ivy and Nayan
Behal at a Language Center computer station.

Spanish Instructors Sofiá Ruiz-Alfaro (left),
and Claudia Soria

A Fast Fact …

Aided by strong recruiting

and an international base of

fiercely loyal alumni, USC

for the third year in a row is

the nation’s leader in

enrolling foreign students.
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n the third floor of the
International Residential
College at Parkside, three
young women—freshman-

year suitemates—are in their rooms,
with the doors opened, studying for
their finals. At first glance, their suite
is much like others you would find in
an American university—books and
papers strewn across the floor, bunk
beds, microwave ovens. But there is
something very different about this
living experience.

There are eight women who live in
this suite: two are Indians born and
raised in Thailand, three are
from the United States, one
is from Brazil, one is from
the Dominican Republic
and one is from Hong Kong.
The three from the U.S. 
are African American,
Korean American and
Chinese American. Dipika
Ratnaphat, a third-genera-
tion Indian Thai, is giving a
tour of her suite, comparing
Parkside to the international
school she attended in
Bangkok. 

At Parkside, American
and international students
and faculty live together, eat
together, speak each others’
languages and learn about
each others’ religions and
cultures. There are 680 stu-
dents who live in the
residential college, and over
25 percent are from other
countries.

Ratnaphat, a USC College student
majoring in Chinese (she is already
fluent in Thai, Hindi, Punjabi and
Spanish) and journalism, says that
being so far away from home is a lot
easier when there are so many others
in the same boat. She spent Thanks-
giving with other international
students in the dining hall at
Parkside, where she said she had 
the annual holiday turkey dinner... 
for the first time in America.

Global Living
Based on the British system of resi-

dential colleges—where faculty and
students reside together on campus—
Parkside opened in January 2002.
There are currently three other resi-
dential colleges on campus—
Birnkrant, North and New—but
Parkside is the only one that has an
overriding academic theme: to pro-

mote internationalization.
“We’re not just international stu-

dents or majors,” says Dan Tauss,
Parkside’s Area Director and USC
College graduate student in interna-
tional relations. “But we get the
students interested in international-
ization in some way.”

Each year, resident advisors (RAs)
decorate their floors to represent a dif-
ferent country. A central lounge on
the third floor of the suites has a clos-
et, which when opened, reveals a
washing station for religious cere-
monies, such as Ramadan. The top
floor of the Parkside Apartments,
where residents have their own
kitchens, has a Muslim theme on the
north end and a Jewish theme on the

south end.
The Collaborative Learning

Center, a large study space on the first
floor of the suites, holds vitrines of
artifacts—wood carvings, instruments,
fabrics—from around the world,
donated by USC College alum Helen
Donegan. Each week, international
language groups, led by a fluent
speaker, are held in the common room
for those who want to practice their
conversation skills. 

The groups are offered in Chinese,
Vietnamese, French, Korean, Spanish,
Turkish, Japanese, Taiwanese, Farsi,
Arabic and Russian.

A Real Influence
USC University Professor Michael

Waterman, USC Associates Chair in
Natural Sciences, is in his second year
as Faculty Master at Parkside. “One
of the goals,” he explains, “is to form
a community that includes the stu-
dents and the faculty.”

On Tuesday nights, he holds a
Masters Dinner in the Senior
Commons Room. A door that is
attached to the cafeteria is opened up
so that students can go and get their
dinners, and come sit on the chairs
and couches in the Commons Room
to hear a presentation. “The topics
vary from politics to art to climate
change to films,” Waterman says. 

On Wednesday evenings, he hosts
a small dinner—limited to 12—of
Parkside residents. “I drive off-cam-
pus and bring some ethnic food for

the dinner: Thai, Cuban, Oaxacan,
Italian,” he details. “Students help
me set the table, serve the food and
clean up after. It is an opportunity for
me to interact more closely with the
students and I have greatly enjoyed

these evenings.”
David Schwartz, a profes-

sor of genetics and chemistry
at the University of
Wisconsin, was recently a
guest at one of these dinners.
He was moved by the open-
ness and intimacy of the
conversation. “I truly believe
that these dinners that
Professor Waterman is hosting
do change a student’s percep-
tion of their place at the
university in many wonder-
fully positive ways,” Schwartz
wrote. “I wish I had such an
opportunity when I was a col-
lege student.”

Other USC College pro-
fessors live at Parkside:
Stephen Toulmin, professor

of anthropology, is a senior faculty res-
ident; Ricardo Ramirez, assistant
professor of political science and
American studies & ethnicity, and
Mitch Earleywine, associate professor
of psychology, live in the suites with
their families. 

The Best Place To Live
Nitin Sharma, from Ludhiana,

India, has been an R.A. at Parkside for
three years. He is explaining two pro-
grams at the dorm: Reel World
Dinners and Reel L.A. The Reel
World dinners occur several times a
semester and focus on a different cul-
ture each time, with speakers, films,
and food. Reel L.A. is an annual
springtime documentary-making com-
petition, where students are given
cameras and sent to an ethnic neigh-
borhood in Los Angeles to film and
edit their projects on Saturday, to be
screened and judged on Sunday night.

“Others see this as the best dorm
on campus,” says Sharma, a senior
majoring in economics and math, and
computer science. “One of the rea-
sons is that it’s the nicest place to
live.”

“I feel very lucky,” he says of his
experience at Parkside. “I’ve had so
many advantages—the types of peo-
ple I’ve had the opportunity to
interact with. Different passions, dif-
ferent backgrounds and international
interests. The ways in which I’ve got-
ten to know a good number of faculty
who either live here or are associated
with Parkside, or come here to lec-
ture. I’ve really benefited,” he says
happily. “It’s really added to my edu-
cational experience.” 

—K.Y.K.

Dorm Life Goes Global
Parkside combines college living and international learning
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Professor Michael Waterman and USC 
students (from l to r: Allie Manning ’08,
Parkside Resident Advisor Nitin Sharma ’04
and Andrew Busching ’08) share conversa-
tion over lunch at the Parkside Dining Hall.

Parkside International Residential College
is an integral part of USC serving as a cen-
ter for internationally oriented cultural,
academic and social events on campus.
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80 Years of International Relations
Largest undergraduate program in the country celebrates anniversary
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he Los Angeles University of International Relations (LAUIR) was chartered on April 30,
1924, to “furnish opportunities for the training of statesmen for the consular and diplomat-
ic service, business men for commerce and business administration, of politicians for world
service, and of teachers for departments of world affairs in the colleges and universities.”
Four years later, the USC Board of Trustees arranged for an official affiliation between the

LAUIR and the university, with shared faculty, libraries and school requirements—the origins of
the USC College School of International
Relations (SIR).

Today, the school is the largest undergrad-
uate International Relations program in the
country. There are several joint programs in
the IR department, such as the Global
Business major with the Marshall School of
Business, or the Global Communication
minor with the Annenberg School of
Communication. 

The school, says director and professor
Steve Lamy, “is committed to creating aca-
demic programs that prepare our
undergraduate and graduate students for
leadership positions around the world.”

The following photos highlight the histo-
ry of international relations at USC on the
occasion of the 80th Anniversary of the SIR.

he comments from student vol-
unteers in USC’s Teaching
International Relations Program
(TIRP) play like a broken,

albeit cheerful, record: “The funny
thing I’ve found,” they all say in one
way or another, “is that through teach-
ing international relations, I actually
learn the concepts even better.”

The brainchild of Professor Steven
Lamy, director of the USC College
School of International Relations,
TIRP was founded over a decade ago
with the intention of teaching inter-
national relations (IR) to local high
school students to provide them with
a basic understanding of international
studies and foreign policy. However,
as most of the “TIRPers”—under-
graduate volunteer-teachers who
teach in Los Angeles area high
schools—are IR students themselves,
the concepts they teach directly
relate to their studies. As a result,
these USC students have become the
program’s backbone.

“TIRP is truly student-run,” says

Teaching to Learn
TIRPers teach IR in local high schools
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Teresa Hudock, director of the USC
Center for Active Learning in
International Studies (CALIS), the
organization that oversees TIRP.

The value of TIRP for the pro-
gram’s volunteers becomes clear in a
classroom 10 miles north of USC’s
campus: three TIRPers look on as
groups of high school students role
play nation-states.

One TIRPer warns a group acting
as Brazil: “you have to consider
inflation.” 

“What’s inflation?” asks one of the
students. 

The TIRP volunteer pauses to
think, cautious not to confuse the
student with this new idea, then
slowly comes to an explanation.

After spending an hour in a TIRP-
taught classroom, the outreach
impact on local schools is readily
apparent. In recent years, the pro-
gram has annually served over 2,000
area high school students—and these
are students who are rarely exposed
to IR studies in their regular course-

work. However, it is the more than
200 USC undergraduate volunteers
who teach weekly in the classrooms
that are most often surprised by the
benefits they reap.

IR major Kristen Taylor says that
volunteering for TIRP has made her
more actively engage her mind with
topics and concepts covered in her
classes at USC. “I am thrilled to have
the ability to share what I’ve been
learning, because I’ve realized that
the best way to learn about something
is to teach it to others,” she says.

The span of topics covered, such
as globalization, also relate directly to
the daily lives of high school stu-
dents.  “Part of our goal is to show
students how multinational organiza-
tions and international policies affect
their everyday lives,” says Devin
Llopis, a freshman majoring in IR
and a TIRP program coordinator.

Engaging the students on such
accessible topics is invaluable, and
often proves one of the most fruitful
ways both sets of students learn.
Angie Salazar volunteers in one of
TIRP’s Spanish language courses for
immigrant students where she finds
that these high schoolers frequently
share anecdotes or experiences that
relate directly to the material at
hand. Last year, the program served
over 200 Spanish-speaking high
school students.

“In one session, a student from El
Salvador talked about textile factories
in his hometown owned by Asian
companies that paid workers very little
and provided no benefits. Without
knowing the technical terms, this stu-
dent was defining comparative
advantage and labor exploitation.”
(Two concepts recently taught in
Salazar’s IR class.)

And so, this learning process comes
full circle.

—Kaitlin Solimine

“Royal Visitors”—Rufus Bernhard von Kleinsmid, USC’s fifth
president, spent his life as a tireless advocate of interna-
tionalism. Above, von Kleinsmid—wearing dark coat and
trousers—escorts Prince Kaya of Japan and his princess after
a tour of Doheny Library in 1934.

“Fast Response”—Ten days after Pearl Harbor, students lined the
walks in front of Bovard to sign up for the Campus Volunteer Defense
Service.  The year 1942 saw the establishment of the Student War
Board, an all-campus service body.

T

T
TIRPer Ben May, an undergraduate history
major from Texas, helps students at Los
Angeles’ Franklin High School role-play
nations addressing an international crisis.
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“A Final Touch”—In its early years, the Los Angeles
University of International Relations was housed in Hoose
Hall, on the third floor of the Bovard Administration
Building. From 1948-1966, the school was located in the
offices on the north end of the third floor of Taper Hall.
The Von KleinSmid Center (VKC) for International and
Public Affairs was completed in 1965. But not until May
17, 1966, was a final touch added when a 5,500-pound
globe was raised by crane to the top of the 167-foot VKC
Tower. The photo above tells the story of placing the
globe, called a finial, on the tower.

“From Pakistan to USC”—Pakistani civil servants, in
the U.S. to learn “administrative know-how,” were
aided by a special program developed for them at
USC in 1958.  As they posed (above) in front of USC’s
YWCA building prior to a reception, they were
briefed on the ways of the university by Robert
Berkov, professor of International Relations and
Public Administration. 

“Foreign Flavor”—The number of international students
attending USC grew dramatically in the ’60s when the
university boasted more than 1,200 enrolled. That fig-
ure paled as the years passed and by the late 1970s,
USC counted more than 3,000 students representing
108 nations. Photo shows dance by international stu-
dents on a Doheny lawn platform in 1962.

“The Biggest”—Today, the School of
International Relations has the
largest number of undergrads in
the country. This year, 635 students
majored in IR, with an additional
65 majoring in IR (Global Business).
There are also 78 minors and 75
graduate students in the joint mas-
ters and Ph.D programs. Above,
Director and Professor Steve Lamy
(left) and his Spring 2003 class in
“Foreign Policy Analysis”, pose with
with guest speaker, the Honorable
Warren Christopher (center), former U.S. Secretary of State and a USC alumnus.

—Written by K.Y.K. and James Nussbaumer (B.A., ’04, International Relations) 

Where Are They Now?
Graduates of the College’s School of International

Relations have held leadership positions throughout

the world. Here are a few of their accomplishments:

Ghazi Algosaibi (M.A., 1965), Saudi Arabian

ambassador to Kuwait.

Santiago Angarita (B.A., 1951), served as

Colombia’s consulate general in several American

cities.

Warren Christopher (B.A., 1945), the 63rd

Secretary of the United States.

Josefina Coto (B.A., 1951), first woman to enter

the Mexican foreign service.

J.D. Crouch (Ph.D., 1987), Deputy National

Security Advisor to the United States.

Larry Bernard Cyr (M.A., 1985), Montana house

of representatives.

Festus Higero (M.A., 1968), member of Ugandan

parliament.

Genta Hawkins Holmes (B.A., 1962), former U.S.

ambassador to Australia (Clinton administration).

Steve Hubler (M.A., 1985), U.S. regional refugee

coordinator at the U.S. embassy in Ethiopia.

Young Hoon Kang (M.A., 1966, Ph.D., political sci-

ence, 1968), former Prime Minister of Korea.

Antonio de Lago (M.A., 1953), Brazilian 

ambassador.

Sandra Lee (M.A., 2003), Fulbright scholar for the

study of Arabic at American University, Cairo.

Hussein Nabulsi (B.A., 1954), manager of the

Arab World Bank, Damascus.

Richard Perle (B.A., 1964), chairman of the

Defense Policy Board and close adviser to Defense

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld.

John Rose (Ph.D., 1978), director of the George C.

Marshall European Center for Security Studies, US

European Command (and retired U.S. Army

Brigadier General).

Claude Ross (B.S., 1939), U.S. Ambassador to the

Central African Republic, Haiti and Tanzania.

Earle Seaton (M.A., 1961), Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court, Seychelles; after retiring, served on

the bench in Uganda.

Fast Facts…
USC College offers 40 semester-and year-abroad programs in 23 countries around the

world. Each year, more than 350 College students spend a semester or more studying

overseas. 

In 2005, the College’s School of International Relations will host its first annual under-

graduate research conference. Called “Challenges to World Order” the conference will

focus on issues related to international security. 
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he tale of global climate change
follows the same general plot
line as the archetypal cautionary
fable of the Tragedy of the

Commons, but writ large. In this case,
the commons is global and the shared
resource that all depend on is a com-
plex system ruled by multiple factors
and numerous feedback loops—the
planet’s very climate and ecosystem.

Just as nature doesn’t recognize the
sovereignty of nations, environmental
problems do not stop at international
borders. That makes coming up with
solutions to global environmental
issues especially challenging, but also
critical in an increasingly interdepend-
ent world.

“Climate change is among the fore-
most issues facing the world today. 
It’s been a quagmire,” says Sheldon
Kamieniecki, a professor of political
science in USC College and one of 
the country’s leading scholars of envi-
ronmental policy and global environ-
mental issues.

But some things are changing. After
more than seven years of negotiations,
the Kyoto Protocol, an agreement to
reduce the emission of greenhouse
gases linked to global warming signed
by more than 30 industrialized
nations—but not the United States—
goes into effect Feb. 16, 2005. Last
November, the international Arctic
Council published a report with
irrefutable evidence of the observable
effects of global warming now hitting
the Arctic region. 

In December, the United Nations
sponsored the 10th international meet-
ing on climate change, which was
attended by more than 150 nations,
and where top environmental officials
began to talk about beginning negotia-
tions to take the next steps to further
curb emissions. Plus, some businesses,
long opposed to any climate change-
related regulations, have begun to join
in efforts to address the issue, or at
least have stopped trying to argue
whether climate change is real or not,
Kamieniecki says.

To this day, however, climate
change remains the most contentious
issue within the U.S. environmental
policy arena, Kamieniecki writes in his
soon-to-be-published book Corporate
American and Environmental Policy:
Does Business Always Get Its Way?
(Stanford University Press, 2005). He
devotes an entire chapter to how the
debate on climate change over the last

The Global Commons
Climate change considered from both political and scientific perspectives
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two decades has been heavily influ-
enced by business lobbyists, including
utilities, the oil and gas industry, the
auto industry and agricultural interests.

“It’s quite clear from looking at the
success of the fossil fuel industry in
keeping the issue [of how to regulate
the emission of greenhouse gases] out-
side of public debate, that business
interests have had enormous power in
setting environmental policy in the
U.S. in the last decade,” Kamieniecki
says. 

The result has been that very little
actual policy has been enacted in the
United States, and that the U.S.,
despite being the largest emitter of
carbon dioxide, has refused to ratify
the Kyoto Protocol.

“They blocked the issue from ever
getting onto the formal agenda, by
shifting the nature of the debate from
how to respond to whether there is
even a problem and questioning the
quality of the scientific research that
shows global warming is taking place.”

However, Kamieniecki points out
that perception of global climate
change has shifted. Recently, a hand-
ful of Fortune 500 companies who
previously supported efforts to refute
climate change science and policy,
such as Ford, General Motors, Texaco,
Daimler Chrysler and DuPont, have

left the lobbying organization formed
for that purpose. Other large corpora-
tions—including Boeing, IBM,
DuPont, Royal Dutch/Shell, BP, Alcoa,
Intel, PG&E and Toyota—have joined
with the Pew Center on Global
Climate Change to promote responsi-
ble corporate leadership in climate
change issues. 

Scientists have shown that carbon
dioxide and other gases in the atmos-
phere maintain balmy temperatures on
the Earth through the greenhouse
effect, but that excessive emissions of
the gases from vehicles and industry
are driving at least part of the current
global warming trend.

Anthony Michaels, professor of bio-
logical sciences, says that the key
questions right now on global climate
change are political, not scientific. 

“It’s unambiguous that the Earth’s
climate is warmer now and that part of
this is due to human influence. This is
no longer primarily an issue of sci-
ence,” says Michaels, director of the
USC Wrigley Institute for
Environmental Studies, who studies
how ocean processes affect climate.
“This is a policy issue.”

But that’s not to say that scientists
have no more to learn about global cli-
mate and the complex interactions
that influence it. Nature can still sur-

prise us. In Michaels’ own research,
done in collaboration with biological
oceanographer Douglas Capone and
other colleagues in the College, he’s
focusing on better understanding fac-
tors that influence how much carbon
dioxide gas the ocean absorbs from the
atmosphere.

In a paper published in August in
Nature, Capone, the Wrigley Chair in
Environmental Sciences and a profes-
sor of biological sciences, revealed that
small, single-celled microbes play a
significant role in the natural fertiliza-
tion of the upper ocean. 

Beyond confirming the role of the
nanoplankton in the marine nitrogen
cycle, Capone’s study has broader
implications for understanding the
movement of carbon dioxide between
the oceans and the atmosphere.

This amount of fixed nitrogen pro-
vides a substantial boost to marine life,
supplying the key nutrient for new
biological growth equal to about 10
percent of the total global marine bio-
mass. The greater the biomass, the
more carbon dioxide is removed from
the atmosphere.

Michaels predicts that scientists
still have a key role to play in the plan
laid out in the Kyoto Protocol to create
a market-based strategy to control
emissions by creating a global “cap
and trade” system, with nations able
to buy and sell credits for carbon diox-
ide emissions. “For the system to
work, it will need verification mecha-
nisms and careful monitoring. That’s
something we can do very well,” he
says. 

For his part, Kamieniecki sees 
the need for political scientists and
natural scientists to work together 
on the global climate change issue.
“Together, I think we can accomplish
a lot.”

—E.E.

The Blue Planet: National boundaries disappear when Earth is viewed from a satellite flying
700 km above the planet. 

T

A Fast Fact …

The USC Center for High

Performance Computing

now ranks as the seventh-

fastestin the world among

supercomputers in academic

settings.
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aculty, students and
researchers working with the
USC College Center for
Religion and Civic Culture

(CRCC) certainly are not homebod-
ies. Research projects conducted
through CRCC have taken these
scholars to locales as diverse as
Tanzania, Brazil, India, Armenia,
Rwanda and Romania.

Although CRCC, founded in 1996,
initially focused almost exclusively
on documenting the civic role of reli-
gion in Los Angeles, the Center

quickly found itself a more global
enterprise. And though local projects
remain of equal importance, the
scope and applicability of interna-
tional research could not be ignored
by this team of College researchers.

So what is the common bond
between these once local and now
increasingly global projects? 

“Action research,” says Grace
Dyrness, CRCC’s director of commu-
nity research and development.

This practical approach to scholar-
ship, which can also be dubbed
applied research, sends scholars out
into the field not only to conduct
academic studies, but also to use
their research to provide feedback to
their project’s subjects. Ultimately,
the goal is to offer recommendations
to civic leaders and groups who can
then apply the findings in their vari-
ous local settings.
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CRCC Zeros in on Africa
Scholars conduct research to aid organizations in Armenia, Tanzania and Rwanda

“This is profound pragmatism at a
philosophical level,” says Dyrness.

Donald Miller, director of CRCC
and the Leonard K. Firestone
Professor of Religion, agrees. “We’re
connecting theory with practice.”

This shared connection is the driv-
ing sentiment in two recent CRCC
research projects. Both projects,
though conducted on separate conti-
nents, looked at the role of
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in local communities.

The first, funded by the
Templeton Foundation of the
Philadelphia-based Metanexus
Institute and led by Dyrness, Miller
and recent sociology doctoral graduate
Gregory Stanczak, analyzed the lives
of staff members working with a faith-
based NGO, World Vision
International (WVI). With research
conducted in Tanzania and Rwanda,

the team looked at the role of this
NGO in an individual’s spiritual 
transformation and the benefits of
spirituality for organizational participa-
tion and efficacy. As much of WVI’s
work in sub-Saharan Africa is to allevi-
ate the impact and spread of HIV/
AIDS, the CRCC research findings
are both urgent and necessary.

For the project, the CRCC team
conducted over 150 interviews. “It’s
truly amazing to see the impact of
this NGO in the community,” says
Dyrness.

In the end, the project’s
researchers intend for the findings
to offer “best practice models” to

NGOs conducting work in the area.
Dyrness believes that these models
will portray to NGOs how to capital-
ize on the assets of a community and
how to leverage those assets to create
positive change.

A similar interdisciplinary proj-
ect connecting CRCC with the
USC School of Policy, Planning
and Development as well as the
College departments of religion,
political science and sociology,
examined how faith-based NGOs
impact the development process
in Romania and Armenia—coun-
tries that are both in a period of
great transformation. 

Tim Fisher, a Ph.D. student in
sociology in the College, helped
conduct the research in Armenia.
“Faith-based NGOs are restoring
a middle layer of society that was
underdeveloped—and in many
cases, non-existent—in Soviet
times,” he says of the project’s
findings. “They’re helping com-

munities organize and create
associations where people can begin to
address their own needs with available
resources.”

The research findings will also,
once completed, be presented in the
form of “best practice models” to
NGOs in those two nations.

Yet, at the heart of all this applica-
ble world research is a common
ground in Los Angeles that CRCC-
affiliates are proud to call their
scholarly home.

“CRCC provides a great commu-
nity where individuals with similar
research interests can gather and talk
about common methodological and
theoretical issues,” says Fisher. “The
most valuable aspect of CRCC is its
human capital—the creative minds
that gather regularly to foster a sense
of academic community centered
around the world study of religion.”

—K.S.

F “The most valuable aspect of

CRCC is its human capital—

the creative minds that

gather regularly to foster a

sense of academic communi-

ty centered around the world

study of religion.”

-Tim Fisher, Ph.D. student, sociology 

Project photographs from CRCC research in Tanzania, Rwanda and Armenia.
Above, Grace Dyrness shows a research video to interviewees in Tanzania.
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The Next Chapter in Museum Studies
As one program ends, a global beginning emerges

Great Expectations
Interning in Asia teaches more than career skills 

n her first day in Shanghai,
Tiffany Stone was shown an
empty site in a mall and told
that by the end of two

months she was expected to make the
space a fully operating restaurant with
a Formula One auto-racing theme. 

“I was excited for the challenge,”
says Stone, a junior political science
major from Houston, Texas.

Stone, interning in Shanghai as a
USC Freeman Fellow, was one of 18
USC undergraduates sent by the USC
Freeman Fellows Internship Program
to live and work in Asia for the sum-
mer. The program, which annually
sends up to two-dozen USC under-
graduates to Asia, hopes to teach
participants cross-cultural skills while
also allowing them the chance to test
out career options. It is not uncom-
mon for more than half of the fellows
to be College majors.

“The students we send on the pro-
gram are globally minded world
citizens,” says Janette Brown, associ-

ate director in USC’s career planning
and placement center.

True to form, the students often
take on a diplomatic role in their
assigned offices. While at work on her
restaurant project, Stone was taught
about cultural miscommunications
first hand. “I learned that in business
in a foreign country, always explain
things twice,” she recalls. “When talk-
ing to a baker about the specifications
for a hamburger bun, I mentioned
that the patties would be one-third of
a pound. You can imagine my surprise
when I came into the office the next
day only to find one-third pound buns
at my desk!”

Junior Freeman Fellow Amanda
Weiss, an East Asian languages and
cultures major from Glenview, Illinois,
had similar experiences in Taiwan.
“Losing your ability to make yourself
understood is frightening,” she says.
“One woman couldn’t understand a
thing I said in Mandarin, making me
very self-conscious. I eventually over-

ver the passage of a quarter
of a century, the USC
Museums Studies Program
has developed into one of

the finest training programs in the
country for students entering curatori-
al, educational and administrative
careers in the increasingly complex
universe of art museums.

Armed with a master’s degree in
art history from USC College and
intensive exposure to the pragmatics
of the art museum world, students
have found themselves prepared to
enter the museum field with an array
of intellectual and practical skills
along with the cultural values that
allow them to immediately assume
their chosen identities as museum
professionals.

Under the direction of USC
College Art History Professor and
Fisher Gallery Director Selma Holo,
the program has graduated more than
100 museum curators, educators and
administrators, placing them in presti-
gious museums around the country.
Beginning in March, the Fisher
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Gallery will
host the mas-
ter program’s
final exhibi-
tion organized
by a group of
five student
curators.
Called
“Insatiable
Desires,” the
exhibition
was culled
from the
Fisher
Gallery’s 20th
century collection and includes a cap-
tivating assortment of conflicting
styles, movements and media. 

The final graduating class searched
through more than 1,000 pieces to
come up with a memorable exhibition
that is classified into five unusual sub-
sets: self, spirituality, journey, intimacy
and structure.

A New Beginning
While the exhibition will be the

program’s final
imaginative
challenge, Holo
is very opti-
mistic about the
future of muse-
um studies at
USC. While
details are still
being con-
firmed, a new
international
museum insti-
tute dedicated
to post- graduate
training will be

announced this spring.
“After 25 years of dedicating our

program to the national art scene, it
has become apparent that museums
no longer speak solely to a national
audience,” says Holo. “We now
understand that the most exciting
museum strategies of the future will
not only involve art museums, but 
science museums, natural history
museums and botanical gardens. 
The future of museum studies must

address what happens at the intersec-
tion of local and global and at the
intersection of disciplines within all 
of these museums.” 

The new program will invite muse-
um directors from Mexico and, later
Asia, to engage with Los Angeles
museum leaders and USC scholars to
explore the most pressing museum
matters of the day, such as emerging
legal and ethical issues, original exhi-
bition strategies, the challenges and
opportunities of technology, and the
relationships among business, the
global economy and local culture. It
will target museum directors in the
middle of their careers.

Collaborations are being formed
with local institutions such as the
Getty’s Museum Leadership
Institute, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Natural History, the
Huntington Botanical Gardens, 
the Skirball Cultural Center, L.A.
County Museum of Art, the
Japanese-American Museum and 
the Museum of the West at the Autry
National Center. Mexicana Airlines,
the leading international carrier of
Mexico, which offers six daily non-
stop flights between Mexico City
and Los Angeles, will provide travel
for the new program.  

“2005 will be the year when muse-
um studies at USC moves to the next
level,” says Holo.

O

Tiffany Stone, a College undergraduate, in a
restaurant she worked to create in Shanghai
last summer.

came this fear, but it was a bat-
tle.”

Because of the success of
the Freeman program, in 2004
USC started the Mexico
Summer Internship Program,
which is funded in part by the
USC Center for International
Business Education and
Research. This past summer
the program sent 11 students
to intern in various industries
in Mexico City; eight were
College majors.

“The Mexico program reinforced
my interest in the environment and
Latin America,” says senior interna-
tional relations and Spanish major
Carolyn Davidson, who interned at
the Mexican Ministry of the
Environment. “I now hope to involve
both in my post-graduation plans.”

Through both programs, the stu-
dents not only learn about a given
industry, but also to test their personal
boundaries. 

By the end of the summer, Stone’s
fully serviceable Formula One restau-
rant was one such accomplishment. “I
oversaw the creation of everything
from the uniform for the wait-staff, to
the décor, to the menu,” she says.
“And in the process, I also realized my
own powers of adaptability and
strength.” 

—K.S.

From “Structure”: Be-boop, by Betty Cleeland
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Seeking Cultural Clues in Vietnam
A professor and student trace the roots of a global religion

n many ways, the little known reli-
gion of Caodai seems the ultimate
product of California’s New Age
movement: In a painting of the

official pantheon, Buddha hovers over
Lao Tse, Jesus Christ and Confucius,
with the Chinese goddess of mercy,
Quan Am, sitting to the left. Caodai
espouses vegetarianism, meditation,
gender equality and tolerance of all
the world’s religions. Its teachings
come from divine messages, often
written in verse received in séances
by spiritual mediums.

But this inclusive religion is actual-
ly a product of a completely different
cultural and historical milieu—that of
1920s French Indochina. And while
Caodai wasn’t born in California, like
the Vietnamese immigrants who first
brought its teachings to the U.S., it is
starting to prosper here. 

USC College’s Janet Hoskins, a
professor of anthropology and South
East Asian scholar, and her former
student Vy-Uyen “Judy” Cao (’04)
have studied Caodai, its growth in
California and the contrasts in how
it’s practiced here and in Vietnam.
The research project literally has
taken them around the world, from
suburban Pomona and the Silicon
Valley to southern Vietnam. 

From its inception, Caodai has
envisioned itself as a global religion,
says Hoskins. Created in 1926,
Caodai seeks to unite East and West
in a universal faith. Its tenets blend
the Asian philosophies and religious
traditions of Buddhism, Daoism and
Confucianism with Roman
Catholicism, humanism and other
European ideals. Among the best
known saints are Chinese leader Sun
Yat-sen, Vietnamese poet and prophet
Trang Trinh and French author and
humanist Victor Hugo. 

“In some ways it was a concept

ahead of its time,” says
Hoskins. “Now the leaders
believe the world may be
more receptive to their mes-
sage of unity.”

Caodai in California
There are now 26 Caodai

temples in California, with
the largest congregations in
Orange County and near
San Jose. The community
has started building a repli-
ca of Caodai’s most
important temple in
Riverside, and has hopes to
build meditation and study
centers to attract more
interest from the English-
speaking community.

Hoskins discovered the resurgence
of the Caodai movement in California
by chance. She saw what looked like
a small temple in a converted subur-
ban house in Pomona, about “five

minutes from the house I grew up
in,” she says.

Hoskins approached Cao, then a
senior psychology major, to take part
in her new study because she needed
someone who could speak and trans-
late Vietnamese to help with her
interviews of Caodaists.

Through interviews, Hoskins and
Cao began to gather a better view of
the religion from its own followers,
including temple elders, younger
members and a few American con-
verts, most notably a Vietnam War
Veteran.

“We’re trying to come up with a
personal view of a religion that has
been in America for more than 20

years now, but that few know about
outside of the Vietnamese communi-
ty,” says Cao.

Journey to Vietnam
In July of last year, Hoskins and

Cao flew to Saigon, now called Ho
Chi Minh City, to visit the major tem-
ples of Caodai. Despite repression by
the Vietnamese socialist government,
Caodai is the third largest religion in
the country, with an estimated 5 mil-
lion followers and some 1,300
temples in South Vietnam alone.

From Ho Chi Minh City, they
traveled to Tay Ninh, the town
where Caodai was founded and home
of the largest and most important
Caodai temple. Brightly painted—
called “the kind of temple Walt
Disney might have built for
Fantasyland” by The Lonely Planet
Guide to Vietnam and “a congregation
of kitsch” by journalist Ron
Gluckman—and a growing tourist

attraction, the Tay Ninh tem-
ple is comparable to the
Vatican in its importance to fol-
lowers.

On the trip, they inter-
viewed 20 Caodaists. Hoskins
says that many people told
them that Caodai had survived
a difficult time since the fall of
Saigon in 1975, but that now
new temples are being built
and the older ones renovated.
“Interest in religion is increas-
ing all over Vietnam, and
tourism has helped Caodai
because the Tay Ninh temple
is the second largest tourist
attraction in South Vietnam,”
she says.

“One of the most interesting
things was to see the different
sects of Caodai, which had
branched off from the original
over the last 80 years,” says
Hoskins. “The California com-

munity is so much smaller, that they
tend to emphasize the similarities
between the branches. In Vietnam,
the differences are much clearer.”

On the negative side, in Vietnam
spiritism and séances are illegal and
new regulations that took effect last
November make it illegal for people
to discuss religion on the Internet,
Hoskins says.

Hoskins, Cao and USC sophomore
Bao-Viet Nguyen, who is now work-
ing with Hoskins, are preparing a
paper on their work for a February
conference on Religion, Immigration
and Social Justice organized by USC’s
Center for Civic and Religious
Culture. In April, they will present at
a UC Riverside conference marking
30 years since the fall of Saigon.

—E.E.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 J
A

N
E

T
 H

O
S

K
IN

S

I

College alum Vy-Uyen “Judy” Cao interviews
Caodai leader Nguyen Van Tho in Vietnamese
during a research trip to Vietnam.

Anthropologist Janet Hoskins and
Nguyen Van Tho, head priest of
the Caodai temple in Saigon.

A Fast Fact …

USC College is among a small group of elite schools to be

designated a National Resource Center for East Asian stud-

ies by the U.S. Department of Education. 
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yung Choi is telling a
story. A legend, to be
exact, on the origin of 
the Korean people. 

“There is this godly figure,
Hwanung,” she narrates. “He wanted
to come down and rule the human
world.” She pauses to shift focus.
“Actually, the story is about a tiger
and a bear who want to become
humans.” 

Choi (M.A., East Asian Languages
and Culture, ’04) is a first-year doctoral
student in history at USC College.
Her master’s thesis applied the
Russian theory of “narratology” to
Korean folk tales and Chinese ghost
stories. 

“The tiger and the bear have to
stay in a cave for three months eating
only garlic and mugwort,” she con-
tinues. “The tiger, being more mascu-
line, runs out after ten days and loses
his opportunity to become human.
The bear endures the test, becomes a
woman and marries Hwanung.  From
there, Korean people came forth.”

Choi doesn’t really believe that her
ancestors were bears, but she does
believe in the power of oral narratives.
“The reason I’m interested in folk

Koreans and Tigers and Bears
Historian to examine cultural identity, oral narratives and fairy tales

V O L U M E  6  N U M B E R  1

tales is because I want to look into
Korean Americans in the United
States and see what helped them cre-
ate or maintain their cultural identity,”
she explains.

Born in Seoul, Korea, Choi came 
to California when she was 20 years
old. Although she wanted to go to 
high school in the States, she was
deemed too old and enrolled in a 
junior college. Soon, she transferred 
to Occidental College, where she
received her B.A. in English and 
comparative literary studies. 

At USC College, Choi’s scholarship
has homed in on the Southland region.
She is planning to do her Ph.D. disser-
tation on the Korean community in
Los Angeles. More than a quarter mil-
lion Koreans live in the Southern
California-metropolitan area, with over
90,000 in Los Angeles alone.

“Myung plans to study Korean
immigrant culture within the larger
context of U.S. Western and urban
histories,” says professor of history
Phil Ethington, Choi’s advisor. “Most
students of urban immigrant commu-

nities have taken a social history
approach, but Myung Choi’s approach
is intensely cultural, in a very learned
way.

“Her biculturalism,” Ethington
adds, “having grown up in Korea and
yet having become a U.S. citizen a
decade ago, gives her a remarkable
ability to explicate the transnational
cultural currents.”

Choi explains that there is no other
place for her to study than Los
Angeles. “L.A. is the best place to
study Koreans and Korean
Americans,” she explains. “I live here.
USC has great resources and is so
close to the Korean community. I
don’t have to look far for my intervie-
wees or cultural resources.”

As 2004 marks the centennial of
Korean American immigration, Choi
hopes to trace back to the first
Koreans who landed in Hawaii as
sugar cane plantation workers at the
beginning of the century. Through
research and interviews, she hopes to
discover what attracted Koreans to
Los Angeles in the 1920s and how the
Koreatown community grew in the
following decades. 

“I want to see how these stories
and experiences are passed on to the
next generation,” she says, lamenting
the loss of culture in younger Korean
Americans. She adds that she is sad
that folk tales and legends are not
being passed down.

Through recapturing stories, Choi
hopes to give the younger generation
some kind of cultural bedrock and to
educate others on her community. “I
want to do this research to tell people,
‘This is who we are,’” she explains.
“That this is our experience as immi-
grants in the United States.” 

—K.Y.K.

Myung Choi inside of the College’s East Asian Library.

CM

The President of the Republic of Korea

Roh Moo-hyun and First Lady Kwon

Yang-Suk recently met with USC

President Steven B. Sample and USC

College Dean Joseph Aoun. The visit

provided an opportunity to discuss

USC’s Korean Studies Institute and the

Ahn Chang Ho Family House, a recent-

ly renovated historical structure located

near the USC Korean Heritage Library.

The Ahn House, which was once home

to celebrated Korean educator and

independence activist Dosan Ahn

Chang Ho, will soon house the College’s Korean Studies Institute along with exhibits of artifacts that belonged to Ahn and those

of significant importance to the Korean community. Also in attendance at the Los Angeles meeting were three children from the

Ahn family. 

East Meets and Greets West

A Fast Fact …

USC’s Korean Heritage

Library has emerged as

one of the six leading

Korean collections in

North America, with

impressive holdings of

more than 46,000 books,

1,600 serials, 1,500

video cassettes and

DVDs, 2,330 reels of

microfilm, and 240 maps

(including 180 rare

maps).
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arol Wise is getting her countries
confused. The USC College
political economist is leaving for
Hong Kong, where she will be

working on a “side project” comparing
the economic performances of China
and Mexico. “Canada ... I mean,
China’s productivity rates have dou-
bled Mexico’s in the past ten years,”
Wise explains, adding, “I need to keep
my countries straight!”

But who can blame her? Wise, an
associate professor of international
relations, admits that she is “pretty
transnational.” She has written several
books on Latin American economic
policies—focusing on Mexico,
Argentina and Peru—examining such
issues as exchange rate politics, trade

One Wise Woman
IR Professor earns two Fulbrights to study NAFTA

strategies and the social impact of
financial crises.

And thanks to two Fulbrights
awarded to her this year, she will be
undertaking a “truly North American
project” that will look back at the
expectations planted by politicians
and policy makers when NAFTA was
signed ten years ago, and the realities
of domestic social policies in Canada
and Mexico today.

Wise argues that NAFTA is
responsible for deteriorating social
programs in Canada and the increas-
ing poverty gap in Mexico. “I’m
looking at two different trends: how
domestic social policy has interacted
with NAFTA and how the relation-
ship between politics and economics

has shaped some of these outcomes.
“The notion that all boats rise

together can’t possibly be true,” Wise
says. “By definition, integration means
there are winners and losers. So this
project is a balanced assessment and
an attempt to explain what has pro-
duced these patterns.”

Steve Lamy, director of the
College’s School of International
Relations says that Wise’s scholarship
is “first-rate” and that her research has
brought a great deal of attention to
USC.

In February, Wise departed for
Ottawa, where she will hold the
Fulbright Chair of North American
Studies at Carleton College. The U.S.
Department of Education awarded

her the Fulbright-Hays Senior Faculty
Award and she will use it to complete
her research in the fall at the
University de los Americas in Puebla,
Mexico.

—K.Y.K.

C

SC College neuroscientist
Larry Swanson may be best
known for his anatomic stud-
ies of the brain networks

that control hunger, thirst, sleep and
other basic drives, and how these
behaviors are influenced by emotions.
But, over the past few years, he has
turned his eye to a different kind of
network, one made up not by neurons
but by the scientists and graduate stu-
dents who study the brain. 

What began as a single collabora-
tive project between Swanson and
Mexican neurobiologist Jorge Larriva
has grown into a partnership that links
neuroscientists at USC and the presti-
gious Neurobiology Institute of
Mexico’s National University (the
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de
México or UNAM) located in
Juriquilla, about 100 miles north of
Mexico City.

This November, eight graduate 
students and a number of leading sci-
entists from Mexico, including Larriva
and the Institute’s director, Carlos
Arámburo, traveled to USC to partici-
pate in the 12th annual Provost’s
Neuroscience Symposium, which was
jointly sponsored by USC and the
Institute in Juriquilla. 

Entitled “Understanding Behavior:
From Molecules to Mind,” the two-
day symposium explored new findings

on the biological
basis of behavior.
In 2002, Swanson
led a group of
USC students and
scientists to attend
a similarly themed
workshop at the
Mexican Institute. 

“To me, under-
standing behavior
is the single-most
exciting prospect
for neuroscience
research in the
21st century,” says
Swanson, the Milo
Don and Lucille
Appleman
Professor of
Biological
Sciences and the symposium’s co-
organizer. “It’s also a theme that will
guide the growth of the neurosciences
and faculty hiring in the College over
the next five years.”

The connection between the
Mexican and College scientists is but
one example of the ways that USC
College faculty are reaching out to col-
leagues across the globe. Their aim is
to form new partnerships that will
advance knowledge, enrich student
training and build the international
reputation of the university—a priority

Network Across Borders
USC neuroscientists link up with Mexico’s National University

highlighted in the latest USC strategic
plan.

International Opportunities
The UNAM Institute, according to

Swanson, rivals the Salk Institute in
terms of the size and quality of its
research and facility. Opened just over
a decade ago, Arámburo has led its
transformation into what’s now recog-
nized as Mexico’s premier
neuroscience research center, boasting
50 faculty researchers (including
Nobel Laureate Ricardo Miledi) and

Carol Wise

U

Professors and students from Mexico’s Institute of Neurobiology at
the Provost’s Neuroscience Symposium. From left (front row):
Fabiola Mandujano, Institute Director Carlos Arámbulo, Marina Diaz,
Clara Betancourt, Gina Estrada, Pablo Regalado and Lee Cenquizca,
a former doctoral student in the Swanson lab. Back row: USC
College’s Larry Swanson, co-organizer of the event, Jesus Resendiz,
Marcelino Herrera and Jorge Larriva, a professor at the Institute.

100 graduate students. 
“More important than any individ-

ual collaboration, the relationship
between our Institute and USC allows
students and researchers to make new
connections,” says Arámburo. “A trip
like this provides an excellent oppor-
tunity for our students to meet
renowned scientists, the people whose
work is in textbooks and is discussed
in journal clubs. Students are exposed
to critical discussions about their
research and gain a broader perspec-
tive on the international neuroscience
community.” 

That’s what happened to Mexican
neuroscience graduate student Juan
Pablo MacGregor Regalado, who met
one of his scientific heroes at the
poster session held during the sympo-
sium.

“I was explaining my research to
her, but I didn’t realize who it was at
first,” says Regalado. The woman
turned out to be Ruth Wood, associate
professor of cell and neurobiology at
the Keck School of Medicine of USC
and one of the world’s foremost
experts in studies of the brain, hor-
mones and sexual behavior. 

Along with a bit of L.A. sight-see-
ing (including visits to Universal
Studios and Santa Monica beach), the
Mexican students said they got a lot of
out of the trip, and hoped that the
future will bring more contact
between USC and the Institute. 

“We are building a long-term col-
laborative with Mexican neuroscience,
a network comprised of social and sci-
entific interactions,” Swanson says. 

—E.E.
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he go-it-alone
principle won’t
solve planet-wide
problems, writes

economist Todd
Sandler in his new book
Global Collective Action
(Cambridge University
Press, 2004). Pressing
global problems—from
terrorism to pollution—
will only worsen in the coming
decades unless governments band
together to solve them, he says.

In the new book, Sandler clearly
defines the principles of international
cooperation—and the factors that pro-
mote or inhibit it—at the regional and
global level.  He also offers sound pol-
icy recommendations in areas
including: the promotion of global
health; the control of rogue nations;

intervention in civil
wars; global warming;
and the fight against
transnational terrorism. 

Global collective
action—which occurs
when two or more
nations cooperate to get
something done—is not
without its successes.
The global community

responded well to smallpox, Sandler
contends, but has fallen short when it
comes to reducing drug trafficking or
effectively combating transnational
terrorism. 

“The main pitfall right now is that
nations don’t cooperate very much in
terms of dealing with terrorism,” says
Sandler, the Robert R. and Katheryn
A. Dockson Chair in Economics and
International Relations. “Each nation

is most interested in securing its own
borders. This means that attacks are
then transferred to less secure coun-
tries where the prime target nation
has interests.” 

For example, he says, the United
States is like a “fortress” now, but the
percentage of transnational attacks
against its interests worldwide holds
at roughly 40 percent—the same level
as before the Sept. 11 attacks and the
subsequent massive increase in
domestic security. Security alerts,
Sandler contends, are ineffective
because terrorists know how to
manipulate the system. When they
increase their “chatter”—a possible
signal for an impending attack—the
U.S. is forced to spend millions of dol-
lars protecting bridges, buildings and
other public places. This money
spent on deterrence is not refunded

Spring 2005

ince 1977, Nobel Laureate
George A. Olah and his col-
leagues at the Loker Hydro-
carbon Research Institute have

pioneered a global network of science,
with a “scientific family” that now
spans six continents. Olah, the Donald
P. and Katherine B. Loker Chair in
Organic Chemistry and Distinguished
Professor of Chemistry, emigrated from
Hungary in the 1950s to become one
of the world’s pre-eminent scientists. 

Q: Has science become more interna-
tionalized in recent years?

A: Science is and always has been an
international enterprise. You know,
there is no separate American science
or German science or Indian science.
A scientific finding doesn’t stop at
national boundaries. The internet and
other electronic means allow instant
communication between scientists all
around the world and these have been
of tremendous advantage.

Q: Why do you think so many budding
chemists come to USC to start their
careers in science? 

A: We always have been an interna-

Global Scientist
In conversation with Nobel Laureate George A. Olah 

tional group at the Loker. Our gradu-
ate students and postdoctoral fellows
came from all over. They came here
because of the work we were doing—
it’s similar that if you want to become
a conductor, and you want to enhance
your career, you go to study with one
of the leading conductors of the world.

Q: For many years, scientists left their
native countries to train, and often
remained, in the U.S., leading to what
was called the “brain drain.”  Now,
people are talking about “brain gain.”
Are more scientists returning to their
native countries than in the past?

A: During the second half of the 20th

century, the U.S. became the leading
scientific power in the world and it
still is. The U.S. has a very strong base
in science and technology, and has cre-
ated an atmosphere that helps
scientists to live up to their potential. 
Things are, however, changing. As
possibilities to pursue science in other
countries improve, I think more peo-
ple who study here will go home.
Many countries are acquiring the same
level of facilities we have. Facilities in
Germany, Japan, etc. for example, are
quite comparable to the U.S. now, and
in some cases even better. The lead-
ing role of the U.S. in the sciences is
not something that will automatically
last forever. 

Q: How has the international reputa-
tion of USC changed during your
tenure here?

A: I think we’ve taken substantial
steps forward and there are increasing-
ly more areas [at USC] that are
attracting talented students from
around the world—in the sciences, but
also in the humanities and so on.
Building up the reputation of a univer-
sity does not happen overnight—it’s a
long process. 

I’ve been most impressed by the
fact that the quality of our undergrad-
uate students has really improved.
That is a great thing because it means
that talented young people see some-
thing here that attracts them. 

To read more of this conversation, go to
www.usc.edu/college/news/olahQ_A

In October, the Loker Institute and the chemistry department held a symposium and dinner
to honor George A. Olah on the 10th anniversary of his receiving the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry. In attendance were a few who accompanied Olah to the official Nobel ceremony
held in Stockholm in 1994, including (from left) chemist G.K. Surya Prakash of USC College;
chemist Peter Stang of the University of Utah; Olah; and philanthropist Katherine Loker.

Collective Action Key to World Safety

S

T Todd Sandler

when no terrorist attack ensues. 
“The terrorists want to cause us

economic hurt, and they can do that
by making us believe there is going to
be another attack,” Sandler says. The
answer lies in a more global approach,
according to Sandler. The United
States has taken the lead on the so-
called “war on terror,” but little
headway has been made because gov-
ernments continue to place more
importance on their autonomy than on
their national security, he says. 

“The likelihood of getting a more
global approach is zero until there is
an attack even worse than 9/11,” he
says. “It really takes one or two
nations not to cooperate to spoil what
everybody else achieves.” 

Sandler proposes solutions ranging
from small, discreet Special Forces
units stationed across the world so
they can be deployed quickly without
inadvertently signaling their activities
to the media, to more global coopera-
tion in terms of deterrence, intelli-
gence and punishment of terrorists. 

—Usha Sutliff, USC News
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implication,” says study co-author Adrian

Raine, the Robert Grandford Wright

Professor of Psychology, who notes that iron

deficiency remains a significant problem in

the United States. The good news? “Biology

is not destiny. [Through better nutrition] we

may be able to change a biological disposi-

tion to aggression.”

— Usha Sutliff, USC News Service

A New View of a
Cancer Protein

USC College scientists have captured the

first-ever views of a cancer protein in action,

revealing new details about how it works.

The series of high-resolution “snapshots” of

the tumor-causing protein may lead to new

insights into how viruses cause cancers and

Linking Aggression to
Early Malnutrition

For the first time, scientists have shown that

early malnutrition may lead to low IQ and

later antisocial behavior, says a team from

USC College’s Social Science Research

Institute. 

The work, reported in the American

Journal of Psychiatry, is an important step in

identifying early risk factors for adult violence

and developing prevention strategies, says

author Jianghong Liu, a postdoctoral fellow. 

For 14 years, the team tracked the nutri-

tional, behavioral and cognitive development

of more than 1,000 boys and girls of various

ethnicities on Mauritius, an island off the

coast of Africa. 

Researchers first assessed the children’s

nutrition at age 3, evaluating whether they

were getting enough protein, vitamin B, iron

and zinc—all key to healthy brain develop-

ment. Following up at ages 8, 11 and 17, the

team looked at the children’s behavior in

school and at home.

Compared to those without nutritional

deficiencies, the malnourished children

showed a 41 percent increase in aggression

at age 8, a 10 percent increase in aggression

and delinquency at age 11 and a 51 percent

increase in violent and antisocial behavior at

age 17. 

“If it’s causal, there’s an intervention

Science Notes

Teaming Up for Drug Discovery 
New program links chemists and pharmaceutical scientists

raditionally, the development of
new drug therapies followed a
linear course, with little interac-
tion between the chemists who

created new compounds, pharmacolo-
gists who studied the activity of the
compounds in living systems and
physicians who evaluated the most
promising drug candidates in clinical
trials.

But as the drug discovery process
has grown more sophisticated, the
field has increasingly become an
interdisciplinary and collaborative
endeavor. 

In response, USC College and the
USC School of Pharmacy have
launched the Interdisciplinary
Program in Drug Discovery (iPIDD),
a new program designed to strengthen
graduate student training.

“By providing increased opportuni-
ty for interaction among chemists and
pharmacologists, iPIDD will better
prepare graduate students for working
within the interdisciplinary model of
drug discovery that is quickly becom-
ing the norm in both industry and
academia,” says College Dean Joseph
Aoun. “Critically, the new program
also supports our aim to tightly link
research and training in fundamental
fields like chemistry with related
efforts in the applied sciences.” 

The program, which will enroll its
first class of students in the fall of
2005, will bring together faculty and

students in the chemistry department
with those in the department of phar-
maceutical sciences. 

“Students want this kind of inter-
disciplinary training, they want this
kind of broad exposure,” says pro-
gram director Charles McKenna,
professor of chemistry and pharma-
ceutical sciences who has long done
collaborative research on drug discov-
ery. “Working in an integrated
pharmaceutical company, they will
need to know more than just how to
synthesize compounds. They will
need to be able to talk with the phar-

macologists and biologists.” 
Tom Upton is the kind of student

iPIDD has been designed to attract.
Upton has informally pursued chances
to take courses and get to know stu-
dents and faculty in the pharmacy
school. “My grandfather died of brain
cancer, and that has been a motivating
factor for me. I have aspirations of
developing a cure for brain cancer
some day,” Upton says. “So, I had a
clear purpose in coming to graduate
school—I want to go into the pharma-
ceutical industry.” 

Upton is one of six chemistry doc-

toral students already benefiting from
the new program. This fall, Upton and
his peers at University Park are taking
“Drug Design and Discovery,” an
interdisciplinary, team-taught course
offered by the pharmacy school. They
are able to actively participate in the
class, held seven miles away on the
Health Sciences Campus, via a rela-
tively low-cost, Web-based
videoconferencing technology that
McKenna set up for iPIDD. 

“What we want to do is give chem-
istry students who are synthesizing
drugs exposure to how you look at the
behavior of a drug in the body,”
McKenna says. 

Access to advanced chemistry
courses will provide pharmacy gradu-
ate students with a better
understanding of drugs as molecules
ruled by chemical principles. 

Ian Haworth, associate professor of
pharmaceutical sciences, will co-direct
iPIDD. “We’ve been doing this infor-
mally for years, but formalizing it will
enable more students to take part.
There’s a real need for this,” says
Haworth.

Support from the deans and the
work of department chairs Hanna
Reisler of chemistry and Wei-Chiang
Shen of pharmaceutical sciences, and
steering committee members were all
crucial in making iPIDD a reality. 

“Drug discovery is a focal point of
the School of Pharmacy’s research and
graduate education programs,” says
Timothy M. Chan, dean of the School
of Pharmacy. “I am delighted in this
joint effort with the department of
chemistry because it provides us with
a unique opportunity to synergize the
development of a new direction for
graduate education.”

—E.E.

T

identify new targets for anti-viral and anti-

cancer therapies, says Xiaojiang Chen, an

associate professor of biological sciences. 

The protein, called “large T” antigen,

comes from the SV40 virus, which causes

tumors in monkeys. In the lab, it can turn

healthy cells into cancerous ones. But scien-

tists have been puzzled about how large T

accomplishes this and other key functions.

Reporting in Cell, Chen and his team

used x-ray crystallography to create the first

atomic-level 3-D images of the protein as it

unzips and unwinds the double helix of

DNA, using energy from the cellular fuel

molecule ATP to power the mechanical work.

The finding helps elucidate a critical moment

in the cell—the copying of genetic material—

that precedes cell division, and also marks a

focal point for cancer research.

—E.E.
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ost researchers
agree that
dyslexia stems
from an inabili-

ty to link specific sounds to
written letters and words.
But any consensus quickly
breaks down when scientists
discuss the underlying bio-
logical causes that lead to
these difficulties. 

USC College neuroscien-
tists are adding fuel to the
debate. In work presented at
a meeting of the Society for
Neuroscience, Zhong-Lin
Lu, Frank Manis and Anne
Sperling showed that dyslex-
ic children have a harder
time than non-dyslexics
filtering out a signal from
background “noise” dur-
ing tests of visual
perception. The team,
which also includes the
University of Wisconsin’s
Mark Seidenberg, specu-
lates that the deficit may
affect the whole brain. 

If confirmed, the
research could lead to a
better understanding of
the physical basis of the
learning disability as well
as improved identification of children
with dyslexia. That could lead to ear-
lier interventions.

The most common reading disabil-
ity, dyslexia affects between 5 and 15
percent of Americans, with an esti-
mated 14 million suffering from a
severe form of the reading disability.
Dyslexia may show itself as problems
in learning to read, writing legibly,
spelling or calculating math problems. 

Even reading a simple word like
“cat” the brain must recognize the
three distinct sounds represented by
each letter (“cah,” “ah,” and “tuh”);
recognize the sounds in the proper
order (cat vs. tac vs. act), blend the
sounds into a word and mentally map
the sounds onto the letters written
on the page. 

People with dyslexia may run into
trouble during any of these steps that,
in strong readers, become automatic,
says Manis, a professor of psychology
and a dyslexia expert. Its results can
be devastating, especially in the
Information Age, when reading is crit-
ical to success in school and careers.

Although most dyslexics can and

do learn to read with special training,
many dyslexic children and adults
are never identified.

A number of studies have suggest-
ed that people with dyslexia have a
deficit in one of the brain’s visual
processing pathways, the M (magno-
cellular) pathway that processes
motion and brightness. The same
studies showed no deficits in the
overlapping but distinct P (parvocel-
lular) visual pathway, which
processes colors and fine details. 

The M processing deficit explana-
tion of dyslexia, however, has lately
come under increased scrutiny by
scientists. 

In the recent study, the USC team
recruited 55 children aged 8 to 12,
with 28 identified as dyslexics and 27
as non-dyslexics. The children were
asked to complete a series of tasks
testing their language and reading
skills before completing a number of
visual tasks. The children hit a but-
ton when they saw a rectangle of
black-and-white stripes appear on a
computer screen. Adjusting how
much the stripes contrasted with the

background, the team
compared the ability of
the children to detect
two different patterns, a
flashing pattern that

stimulates the M pathway and a sta-
tionary one processed by the P
pathway. 

They found that dyslexics and
non-dyslexics were equally able to
detect both M- and P-type patterns.
It was only when researchers added
visual noise—in the form of TV
“snow”—on top of the pattern did a
difference emerge. Under the
“noisy” conditions, both the M- and
P-type patterns had to be 10 percent
more contrasting for children with
dyslexia to detect them compared
with non-dyslexics. 

“People with dyslexia may have a
harder time distinguishing a signal
from the noise—not because they
can’t perceive the signal, as had been
thought, but because they are not as
adept at filtering out the background,
non-essential sensory information,”
says Lu, professor of psychology and
an expert on vision and attention. 

“In fact, the deficit we found is
not specifically visual—we think of it
as a sign of a basic problem in senso-
ry perception. Next, we want to look
for this same deficit in the brain’s

Tuning in to Dyslexia
Scientists suggest new explanation of common reading disability

auditory pathways,” says Sperling,
whose doctoral dissertation was
based on the study. She earned a
Ph.D. in neuroscience from the
College in August and is now a post-
doc in neurology at Georgetown
University. 

In terms of impact on reading,
poor filtering ability could distort
speech perception in infancy, compli-
cating the development of categories
of phonemes [speech sounds] and
later, letter recognition and the
child’s appreciation of spelling-sound
links, Sperling says.

The team has planned a number
of follow-up studies to further test
the hypothesis.

“The study needs to be replicat-
ed, with different kids, different
types of vision tasks and with audito-
ry processing tasks. I’d like to do this
in younger kids as well—if it’s there,
we should be able to pick up on this
difference even in kindergartners,”
says Manis. 

“The biggest gain that we who
work on dyslexia could get right now
would be identifying children with
dyslexia as early as ages 4 to 5, before
the reading problem becomes acute,”
he says. “If a student is failing to
learn to read by the end of first
grade, to me that’s an emergency.
Early identification would allow us to
begin aggressive interventions for
those at-risk of dyslexia during the
first grade, when they’re supposed to
be learning to read.”

—E.E.

M

Zhong-Lin Lu, Anne Sperling
and Frank Manis conduct
research to better under-
stand the physical basis of
dyslexia and identify children
with the disability.

“The biggest gain we 

could get right now would 

be identifying children 

with dyslexia by age 

4 or 5, before the reading

problem becomes acute.”

-Frank Manis, 

Professor of Psychology
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The Gift that Keeps on Giving
Non-profit with USC ties teaches philanthropy

hat do you give 42 vice
presidents for the holi-

days?
Scott Cook (B.A.

mathematics and economics, ’74), co-
founder of Intuit Inc., handed out
“giving certificates” to his executives.
At an annual holiday dinner for the
financial software company that
developed Quicken and Turbo Tax,
Cook gave each of the Intuit vice
presidents a $500 Charity Check as a
year-end gift.

A Charity
Check is simi-
lar to a gift
certificate,
except instead
of being used
at a retail store,
they are
redeemed by a
handpicked
charity. As the
Charity
Checks Web
site claims,
“With a gift
certificate, you
can buy goods; with a giving certifi-
cate, you can do good.”

To boot, Charity Checks are tax-
deductible.

“It’s a new channel for charitable
giving,” says Cook, who also donated
$20,000 to launch the pilot program.
“It’s the classic innovation—for virtu-
ally no economic cost, you cause an

additional flow of
involvement and dol-
lars... all going to
charities of people’s
choices.”

Charity Checks,
Inc. is a non-profit
organization run by
husband-and-wife
team Victor Dorff and

Lisa Sonne. Dorff (B.A. mathematics,
’76, M.A. broadcast journalism, ’92)
says he came up with the idea while
sifting through piles of junk mail
from charities he had donated to in
the past. He wanted to be able to
continue his philanthropy, but not be
hounded for it. 

With Charity Checks, donations

W

can be given anonymously. No paper
trail, no home address sold to mailing
lists. You buy a giving certificate,
offered in fixed increments—$25, $50,
$100, etc.—and give them as gifts to
someone who can decide where the
money will go. Giving certificates are
valid for up to six months.

Over 850,000 non-profits in the
United States are eligible to cash in
Charity Checks. All that is required is
that the group of choice must be reg-
istered as an IRS-approved
tax-exempt 501 (c)(3) organization. 

Making it easier to find a payee,
the Charity Checks Web site offers a

Lisa Sonne (left) takes phone orders as
Victor Dorff (right) prepares a letter and tax
receipt.

“Resource Center” that searches
organizations by cause through links
to charity portals. 

“Many of the giving certificates are
redeemed by one of the ‘big’ chari-
ties—Salvation Army, Red Cross,
Cancer Society,” says Dorff. “But a
surprising number go to small, local
charities such as animal shelters and
domestic violence centers.” 

Sonne says it has been fascinating
to learn about the multitude of groups
that exist. She mentioned one founda-
tion that helps couples that want to
adopt children and another started by
a family that was concerned about the
welfare of unwanted bunnies after
Easter.

The giving certificates have been
mostly used as business and personal
gifts, but they are also classroom tools.
Dorff, who teaches math at Newbury
Park High School and California
Lutheran University, and Sonne
launched the “Charitable Literacy”
program, helping students learn
thoughtful lessons on the merits of
philanthropy. 

Cook and Dorff were both math
majors at the College, and Sonne grew
up in a “fiercely Trojan” household—
her mother was Miss Trojanality and
her father taught English in the
College as a grad student. But Dorff
attests to the subtlety of the USC link.

“I am certain that my connection
with USC had a lot to do with the way
I was welcomed into the family,”
Dorff mentions. “And without my
marriage to Lisa, there would be no
Charity Checks or Charitable
Literacy.”

For more information on how to 
purchase Charity Checks, please contact 
1-800-854-5601 or visit 
http://www.charitychecks.us

—K.Y.K.

If you are thinking of selling your home of many years — whether or not you plan to buy a new resi-

dence — a sizeable portion of your increased value may be subject to federal and state capital gains tax,

even after using your $250,000 or $500,000 exemption. It is easier than you think to avoid this tax,

which can take as much as 25% of the increased value.

You may be able to eliminate a portion of this unwanted tax by transferring a percentage interest in your

home — prior to sale — to a USC charitable remainder unitrust. Not only might you avoid the tax, you

will also get a charitable deduction for part of the value transferred (this can mean tax savings on your

other income) and you receive a substantial yearly income for the rest of your life. In addition to these

financial and tax benefits, you may designate the remainder value of your trust to create a lasting legacy

to the USC College.

When you move to your new home —
don’t volunteer to pay capital gain tax on the one you leave behind.

To learn more about how this concept might

be adapted to your personal situation:

E-mail redfield@usc.edu or phone 

(213) 740-1628.

USC College Office of Advancement

3551 Trousdale Pkwy., ADM 204

Los Angeles, California 90089-4015

College.Mag.feb2005.f  2/10/05  12:50 PM  Page 17



What’s News
With You?

USC College values the close-knit com-

munity created by its students, alumni,

faculty and affiliates. That’s why we’re

interested in learning about what

you’ve been up to, and sharing it with

your College family and friends. If you

have some news you’d like to

announce, please send the information

to pr@college.usc.edu, or mail it to:

USC College Magazine

University of Southern California

ADM 304, MC 4012

Los Angeles, CA 90089-4012
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f you think your commute is bad,
consider Jeff Schwartz’s (B.A., inter-
national relations ’88, M.A. ’91,
Ph.D. ’93, political science). The

President and CEO of Orange
County-based Autobytel is in his car
for three to fours a day on average. So
what is the solution for his highway
ennui? He does what any other self-
respecting automotive marketing
executive would do.

He tricked out his car.
“I have a 7,500-pound, turbo

diesel, black Ford Excursion that’s
outfitted like a mobile office,” says
Schwartz. “I have a full-time driver,
and in the back, I have a desk, inter-
net access, a printer... full
connectivity. It’s a mean-looking car!”

But Schwartz, a Los Angeles
native, swears he’s not a car guy. “I’m
a marketing guy,” he insists. And he
has the success of his company to
prove it.

Autobytel is the most visited auto-
motive site on the internet, with 10
million unique visitors to the site last
month alone. Through Autobytel,
consumers can research new and used
cars, compare reviews and ultimately
buy their cars online. The company
also provides customer management

I

tools for dealers and online marketing
solutions for automakers.

More than 33,000 dealers look to
Autobytel to sell their cars online.
Eight percent of all new cars—$40
billion in gross market sales—will be
sold through the company this year.

Or, as Schwartz says, to put it in
perspective, “we touch on average
4,000 cars a day.” 

He says the road
to automotive mar-
keting was
circuitous. Schwartz
was a teaching and
research assistant in
the College working
on his dissertation
on campaign finance
in the Los Angeles
City Council, when
he started working
for a not-for-profit
organization. A
board member there
was an executive
president for The
Walt Disney
Company, and he
recruited Schwartz
to do public affairs
for Disney. 

Eventually, he
rotated within
Disney to corporate

management, and due to Disney’s
corporate partnership with General
Motors, Schwartz said he had to learn
automotive marketing. Soon, he
became enamored.

Anticipating that the Internet was
going to affect how cars were bought
and sold, Schwartz joined Autoweb in
1999. He served as the company’s
vice president of corporate affairs, and
was instrumental in overseeing the
growth of the company’s key market-

ing, promotional, advertising and
sponsorship alliance, and eventually
became the company’s president and
CEO.

In August 2001, Autobytel merged
with Autoweb and made Schwartz a
vice chairman. That same month, he
was elected a director, and then four
months later, he was appointed presi-
dent and CEO of Autobytel.

Schwartz discusses how his educa-
tion has contributed to his career.
“I’ve forgotten 90 percent of what I
learned in school,” he admits. “But
what I haven’t forgotten is the ability
to think critically and to communi-
cate, and the ability to immerse
myself in complex material and to
form and articulate an opinion.

“I’m running a multi-million dollar
company,” he explains. “And it’s
absolutely unrelated to what I got my
degree in. But that critical faculty and
that intellectual rigor to form ideas
have been the basis for my success.
Unequivocally. Period.”

When asked what he personally
insists upon in the running of his
company, Schwartz doesn’t hesistate.
“Two key things: integrity and team-
work, “ he answers. “We pride
ourselves on the integrity of the com-
pany, and with over 400 employees, it
takes a lot of enthusiasm, teamwork
and energy to build a company in a
market like this.”

Don’t feel too bad for Schwartz
and his long Monday-through-Friday
rides to and from the office. On the
weekends, he takes a break from his
commute, when he turns into an
admitted sports car enthusiast.
“Typically, there’s a Ferrari or
Porsche in the driveway,” he says
gleefully. “I love driving fast cars.”

—K.Y.K.

Car Talk
Liberal arts alum on the road to success

Jeff Schwartz, President and CEO of Autobytel.

Alumni and friends gathered at the
home of USC Trustee Alan Casden
and his wife Susan, a member of
the USC College Board of
Councilors, on Oct. 4, 2004, to view
a rare collection of 35 ancient
Jewish coins. The event was co-
hosted by USC College of Letters,
Arts & Sciences.

Despite their small size—some
only seven millimeters across—the
coins reveal great insights about the
culture when Judaism was in its

formative period. “The timeline of
the coin exhibition traced the strug-
gle for Jewish freedom,” says
Casden, who has been an avid col-
lector since he first visited Jerusalem
in the 1960s.  “Each coin tells a
story.”  

Rare Jewish coins with detailed
inscriptions are not only a favorite
among collectors and history buffs
like Casden, but are used by scholars
at USC and beyond to understand
better the culture, political systems

and artistry of the past. Although
once primarily economic objects,
today their value has greater mean-
ing, says Casden. “It is under-
standing who made them, handled
them and labored for them.”

Casden, who endowed the USC
Casden Institute for the Study of the
Jewish Role in American Life, has
more than 1,500 ancient coins in his
collection. 

“Today, the study of Jewish life is
thriving at USC College,” says Dean

Much Can Be Seen in Little
Rare Jewish coins hold academic significance 
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Trojans Establish Endowed Chair in Humanities

im Corfman (B.A., History, ’64) is
marveling over the Trojan swim-
mers at the 2004 Summer Olympics.
“Those boys are incredible,” the

founding member of the College’s
Board of Councilors says. And he
should know. Corfman was an All-
American Trojan his senior year for the
200- and 500-meter freestyle, a co-cap-
tain of the swim team in 1964 and
captain of the water polo team in 1963.

He swam varsity for three years (he
was not allowed on the team as a
freshman) and his junior and senior
year the USC swim team was NCAA
champions.

Corfman admits he came to USC
from his childhood town of Newport
Beach “for the swimming program.”
But he left the school a great believer
in liberal arts education. 

As proof, Corfman and his family
established an endowed chair in USC
College this winter. 

“It is my belief that a majority of
students need a well-rounded educa-
tion for their undergraduate degree,”
Corfman says from his home in
Woodside, Calif. “The humanities
offers that. It gives a person the ability
to look at different things, and in some
cases, view other cultures and reli-
gions. It helps build your thought
process.”

This belief has clearly trickled
down to his five children—four of
whom have graduated from the
College. His eldest daughter,
Samantha, graduated magna cum
laude with a double major in cinema

and English. His son Jeff majored in
economics, his daughter Lindsay
majored in psychology and his third
daughter, Cate, studied international
relations. His fourth daughter, Amanda
(who he refers to as “the Wildcat” for
her unlikely choice of Arizona as her
alma mater), graduated with a degree
in psychology. 

He says that he gave the children
some opportunities, but he also let
them pick their own. As four of them
chose USC, Corfman and his wife
Carole “couldn’t have been any 

happier.”
Corfman is CEO and president of

Corfman Capital, a management com-
pany that runs or manages hedge
funds. Prior to that, he was at Volpe,
Welty & Company, a Bay Area invest-
ment banking firm that, in addition to
client portfolio management, has also
taken biomedical and high-tech com-
panies public.

In his capacity on
the Board of
Councilors since
1997, Corfman says
he has seen the
College change “dra-
matically.” He
attributes the posi-
tive changes to
previous Dean
Morton Schapiro and
current Dean Joseph
Aoun, who success-
fully expanded the
quality of students
and educational
facilities. 

“It was something
I could not believe
could happen in that
time frame,”
Corfman says.  “I

thought it was a pipe
dream. This turnaround
is unheard of in acade-
mia and it doesn’t look
like it’s going to slow
down. The College is
on a roll, which is really
nice to see.”

The Corfman family
also supports the
College’s new USC

Molecular and Computational Biology
Building, and Jim is still an avid fan of
the swim and water polo teams. “We
endowed a chair because the better
professors there are, the better stu-
dents there are. The quality of
students needs a stable quality of pro-
fessors and this endowed chair in the
humanities might be a small help.” 

—K.Y.K.

The 1964 NCAA Championship Swim Team.
Jim Corfman (’64) is the co-captain on the left
(in sweatshirt), in the middle row.

The Corfmans (from l to r): Cate (’01, International Relations),
Carole, Jim (’64, History), Lindsay (’00, Psychology), Amanda,
and Jeff (’99, Economics).
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the hands of USC historians, archae-
ologists, art historians, classicists—
and their students who study the
ancient world.”

At the event, USC President
Steven B. Sample spoke about how
the Casdens are true catalysts for
enhancing our understanding of the
world. “USC benefits not only from
Alan’s commitment to advancing
the study of real estate, business,
Jewish history and ancient civiliza-
tions, but also from Susan’s
commitment to promoting artistic
development, Asian cultural studies
and Pacific Rim initiatives.” 

On display was Alan Casden’s
favorite coin: a Year One silver
shekel; the first Jewish coin ever
minted.  

—N.S.

Left to right: Alan and Susan Casden

A Fast Fact …

The College has the largest digital collection of ancient

Dead Sea Scrolls in the world. Using sophisticated pho-

tography and computer imaging techniques, a team of

scholars involved in the InscriptiFact Project decipher

ancient tablets, writings and other artifacts that have

become illegible through the centuries.

www.inscriptifact.com/index.html

Joseph Aoun. “These objects of rari-
ty place essential information into
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A Fast Fact …

USC ranks third in the world

when it comes to citations to

papers on earthquake research;

behind the U.S. Geological

Survey (No. 1) and Caltech

(No. 2) and ahead of UCLA

(No. 4) and the University of

Tokyo (No. 5).

Exemplary Scholars

aubenheimer
Awards—
recognizing
exemplary

teaching, research
and service—were
given on Dec. 8 to
four College faculty
members. The award
is the College’s high-
est honor. Recipients
are Mark Thompson,
professor of chem-
istry; John Wilson,
professor of geogra-
phy; and Edward Finegan, professor
of linguistics and law. Each received a
$3,000 award.  Janelle Wong, assistant
professor of political science and
American studies & ethnicity received
the Junior Faculty Award and $1,500
for showing unusual promise in
research, teaching and service. 

In a departure from previous cere-
monies, University Professor Michael
Waterman was presented—by USC
Provost Lloyd Armstrong, Jr.—with a
unique USC College Award for
Excellence for his tireless service to
the USC and College communities. 

College Dean Joseph Aoun and
Waterman then presented Armstrong
with a plaque that recognized his
many years of outstanding visionary

R

leadership and his exemplary commit-
ment to placing USC College at the
heart of the university. Armstrong has
announced that he will step down
from the Provost’s position next year.

The 2004 Raubenheimer Award winners pictured with College
Dean Joseph Aoun. From left to right: Mark Thompson, Joseph
Aoun, Janelle Wong, John Wilson and Edward Finegan.

From left: Michael Waterman, USC Provost
Lloyd Armstrong, Jr., and Dean Joseph Aoun.

e has led the Trojans to a 25-1
record since starting as USC’s
quarterback his sophomore
year in 2003. In those 26

games at USC, the 6’5”, 225-pound,
left-hander has had 6,878 career pass-
ing yards and 71 touchdown passes. In
the 2004 season, he won the Davey
O’Brien National Quarterback Award,
the Heisman Trophy and his second
consecutive National Championship,
and in January, made the widely publi-
cized decision to return to USC for his
senior year. Although Matt Leinart
passed up the NFL draft and a poten-
tial multimillion-dollar paycheck, he
says he has no regrets to finish his
degree in sociology at USC College.
The College’s own answers a few
questions for us while recovering from
a recent elbow operation.

Matt Leinart, In His Own Words
He can throw a ball, but did you know he’s a sociologist too?

What do you enjoy about your
Sociology major?

ML: I especially like my social psy-
chology class with Dr. Julie Albright.
Among the things I enjoy about the
class is its focus on relationships and

interactions between people and how
it’s possible to read people. It’s some-
thing you can see in action every day.

You talked about pursuing “multiple
careers.” How will your education
here help you accomplish that? Can
you elaborate on some of your plans?

ML: Well, I plan on getting my degree
and I’ll go from there. Obviously, I’d
like to play in the NFL. But I’ve
made a lot of connections at USC and
have met a lot of people here with a
great deal of influence. If football
doesn’t work out, I’ve got the knowl-
edge from my degree and the Trojan
Family network to start again.

You’ve said: “College football and this
whole atmosphere here is ultimately
more satisfying and will make me
happier than any amount of money
could make someone happy.” What is
it about USC that you enjoy so much?

ML: I enjoy the atmosphere, my
friends, the people on campus and
being in Southern California — just
being around campus is a good feeling.
And with the way the sports program
and academic program are going,
there’s no better feeling than to be a
Trojan.

People just can’t seem to believe
you’re giving up millions. How do you
feel about the heat? 

ML: I was trying not to care what other
people were saying. I knew a lot of
people were saying I’d be crazy to give
up the money. But it was my decision
and I was going to do what made me

happy. But now, a lot of people have
congratulated me on my decision to
finish my degree in sociology. 

What is the significance of the
Number 11?

ML: It was the number I wore playing
baseball. I wore No. 7 in football, but
when I came here, Sandy Fletcher had
that number. So I chose 11.

Who do you most liken yourself to as
a quarterback and why?

ML: Tom Brady. He’s just a great QB
who plays with a lot of poise.  

Comments on the 2004 Season?

ML: Last season was fantastic. A lot of
people questioned our ranking at the
start of the season and didn’t think we
deserved to be No. 1, so it felt great to
be able to go wire-to-wire and prove
them wrong. There were definitely a
lot of challenges along the way and we
faced some adversity, which made us
better. Coming back against Stanford
and holding off Cal are the kind of
games that make you stronger and
prepare you for tests down the line.
We finished the year off beating our
rivals in back-to-back weeks and blow-
ing out Oklahoma. You couldn’t have
asked for anything better.

—Interviewed by K.Y.K.

H

RE-DISCOVER
the Liberal Arts

Think analytically. Write critically.

Rediscover great books and great
thoughts about ourselves and the uni-

verse in which we live. It’s not too late to
earn a Masters Degree in the exciting area
of Liberal Studies. USC College plans to
launch a new M.A. degree program in fall
2005 and is interested in hearing from
prospective students.

The flexible curriculum will be broadly
based in the liberal arts with thematically
based courses offered in the natural sci-
ences, social sciences and humanities.
Interested in “The California Dream”? Want
to “Explore the Oceans”? Curious about
“The Future of Fiction”? These are just
some of the courses that may be offered
through the new program.

Courses will be linked by thematic
areas. You may choose to study a country
or city, such as Ireland, Scotland, Prague
and even Los Angeles from a variety of
academic perspectives.

The program will be designed primarily
for individuals who wish to pursue their
graduate work in the evenings and is suit-
able for working professionals. The degree
can be earned on a part-time basis in three
and half years by enrolling in one course
per semester. Courses will be taught by reg-
ular USC faculty and emeritus professors.

For more information contact Jane Cody
at 213-740-8555.
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Jane Goodall, the famed primatologist,

delivered a speech in the Bovard

Auditorium at the University of Southern

California on Oct. 25. A crowd of more

than 1,000, mostly students, welcomed

Goodall with a standing ovation.

“She is a pioneering scientist,” says

Craig Stanford, chair of the anthropolo-

gy department, who has worked with

Goodall for over 15 years. He com-

mended her “tireless” efforts to make the world aware of pressing environmental and

conservation issues. 

Goodall has been a Distinguished Adjunct Professor in the USC College Department of

Anthropology and the USC Department of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy

since 1990. She discussed her life work with the wild chimpanzees in Tanzania, her efforts

to better the world through individual responsibility, and her reasons for hope. 

“Every individual matters,” says Goodall. “And every day you live, you make an impact

on the world around you. We are not in this world to make money and accumulate things.

We are looking for meaning in life—like finding ways to make the world a better place.”

USC is home to the Jane Goodall Research Center, which analyzes her many years of

field data and videos. An interactive multimedia archive of these materials is being imple-

mented to make them available to students, faculty and other interested scholars. 

The Center is co-directed by Stanford and anthropology professor Chris Boehm.

—K.Y.K.

Jane Goodall

Speaks at Bovard

Auditorium

Stanford and Goodall on the stage of Bovard
Auditorium
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ipeds are bizarre.
So asserts USC College

anthropologist Craig Stanford
in his latest book, Upright: The

Evolutionary Key to Becoming Human
(Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004).
“Of the more than two hundred
species of primates,” Stanford writes,
“one is bipedal. Of more than 4,000
species of mammals, one—the same
one—is fully bipedal when walking.”

It is this trait—to stand upright and
walk with two-footed locomotion—
rather than language, tool use or brain
size that sets humans apart. In his
sixth book, Stanford, a primatologist
and co-director of the Jane Goodall
Research Center at USC, claims that
“becoming bipedal made us human.”

Influenced by his 16 years study-
ing primates in Africa and Asia,
Stanford cites a critical moment of
observation in Uganda’s Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest. Several chimps
were in a tree, and he watched them
stand on their back legs—upright—to

reach for figs overhead.
His theory goes like this: our

ancestors stood on their feet to reach
for food. Walking and running
enabled us to be better hunters. Meat
eating gave us bigger brains and a
cognitive ability to evolve. Our hips
shifted, changing the bones and mus-
cles according to the new weight
distribution, allowing us to stand up
straight. Our newly freed hands were
available for tool use and our opened
diaphragms enabled a more fluid res-
piratory tract that provided us with
the ability to speak. 

Through piecing together fossil
finds and animal behavior, and decon-
structing anthropological orthodoxies,
Stanford rejects the traditional narra-
tive of human origins, of the familiar
progression of hunched-over apes to
hominids to humans. Rather than
regarding ourselves as the apex of evo-
lution, he says that we must recognize
that we have been sculpted by natural
selection.

On Our Own Two Feet

B

“Bipedalism arose more than once
in early human evolution,” Stanford
comments. “Natural selection tin-
kered with bipedalism early on; some
of these evolutionary experiments
failed, a few succeeded and one ulti-
mately led to us.” He goes on to say
that humans are not part of an evolu-
tionary ladder, but part of a tree—one
with not only many branches, but with

multiple trunks.
Stanford, chair of the anthropology

department and a professor of biologi-
cal sciences, is also a professor at the
Chinese Academy of Sciences. He is
currently at work on a collaborative
project with a grad student from
Beijing, on the behavior and ecology
of a rare golden Chinese monkey, a
“shaggy, blue-faced, beautiful animal”
that lives in large groups in the high
mountains of China. 

“I study primate behavior to literal-
ly and figuratively flesh out fossils,”
Stanford explains.  “You look at a fossil
and who knows what they did in real
life. I look at the application of pri-
mate behavior to potential human
origins.”

Meave Leakey, a paleontologist at
the National Museums of Kenya and
daughter-in-law of the preeminent
anthropologists Louis and Mary
Leakey, calls Upright a “thought-pro-
voking” and “stimulating” account.
“His unique perspective as an insider
who has spent countless enthralling
hours watching chimps and gorillas in
their natural habitat, “ she writes,
“makes this book particularly special.”

—K.Y.K

A Fast Fact …

The Philosophical Gourmet Report, which evaluates graduate

programs in philosophy, ranked USC College’s philosophy of

language program number one nationally (ahead of MIT and

UCLA). 
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Joining the Dodgers

Howard Sunkin (B.A., Political Science,
’85), a public affairs executive with
Cerrell Associates, Inc. for almost 20
years, has joined the Los Angeles
Dodgers as a senior vice president for
public affairs.

American Bar Association

Todd M. Ebersole (B.A., Political
Science and Environmental/Biological
Sciences, ’91) was appointed vice chair
and chief editor for the American Bar
Association’s Tort, Trial and Insurance-
Medicine and Law Committee’s Annual
Survey Journal. For the past five years he
has served as legal counsel to CIGNA
HealthCare.

Columnist for the Arts

The 2004 Muse Award for “Columnist for
the Arts,” given by the Arts and Cultural
Alliance, was awarded to Naomi Donson
(M.A., International Relations, ’50).
Donson’s long-running “Art Beat” column
appears in the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. 

Vice Chairman

The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. appoint-
ed Suzanne Nora Johnson (B.A.,
Interdisciplinary Studies, ’79) vice chair-
man of the firm. Johnson previously
served as head of the firm’s global invest-
ment research division and chair of the
global markets institute. She is on the
Board of Councilors at the College.

Law Practice Formed

Kimberly Vaughn (B.A., Psychology, ’00;
J.D., ’03) has started a law practice,
Mozafarian & Vaughn, LLP, which focuses
primarily on the areas of estate planning,
probate and general business law.

The Vietnam Files

David
Prendergast
(B.A.,
Linguistics,
’75) launched a
Web site,
www.theviet-
namfiles.com,
that contains
an archive of
documents and
records from

the Vietnam War, created and maintained
by the Marine Corps from 1960-1975. 

Faculty News
American Statistical Association

Mathematician-biologist Simon Tavaré,
George and Louise Kawamoto Chair in
Biological Sciences, was elected a fellow of
the American Statistical Association. 

Award for Service

Professor of
Political Science
Michael
Preston has
been awarded
the Frank
Johnson
Goodnow Award
by the American
Political Science
Association. The
award honors

the service of teachers, researchers and
public servants who work and contribute to
the field of politics. 

Best Books of the Year 

Works by College schol-
ars were deemed among
the year’s best by the
Los Angeles Times. Those
recognized: T.C. Boyle,
Distinguished Professor
of English, for his novel
The Inner Circle;
University Professor and
Professor of History
Kevin Starr for his non-fictional work Coast
of Dreams: California on the Edge, 1990-2003;
and Ph.D. student in literature and creative
writing Chris Abani’s debut novel,
Graceland: A Novel.

College Scientists Named Fellows

Three USC sci-
entists were
elected Fellows
of the American
Association for
the Advance-
ment of Science
(AAAS). They
are: Susan
Forsburg, asso-
ciate professor of
biological sci-

ences; Bruce E. Koel, professor of
chemistry and materials science; and Curt
Wittig, holder of the Paul A. Miller Chair
in Letters, Arts and Sciences and professor
of chemistry.

At the Crossroads

Art Historian Selma
Holo, director of
USC’s graduate muse-
um studies program
and the USC Fisher
Gallery, recently pub-
lished Oaxaca At the
Crossroads: Managing
Memory, Negotiating
Change (Smithsonian,
2004). 

The Atomic Level

Robert Bau, professor of chemistry, has
been elected vice president of the
American Crystallographic Association
(ACA). The ACA works to promote inter-
actions among scientists who study matter
at the atomic level. In 2006, Bau will serve
as president.

Mellon Distinguished Scholar

Richard Fox, professor of history, has been
awarded the Mellon Distinguished Scholar-
in-Residence at the American Antiquarian
Society for 2005-2006.

Two-Time Winner

Michael Messner, chair of the sociology
department, received the North American
Society for the Sociology of Sport’s 2004
Outstanding Book Award for Taking the
Field: Women, Men and Sports (Univ. of
Minnesota, 2002). Messner is the first
two-time winner of the award—his book
Power at Play won the award in 1993.

Physicist Honored

Professor of
Physics and
Astronomy
Clifford
Johnson
received the
2005 Maxwell
Medal and Prize
from the
Institute of
Physics, the
leading physics
society in the United Kingdom. The medal
recognizes Johnson’s outstanding contribu-
tion to string theory, quantum gravity and
its interaction with strongly coupled field
theory. 

Dino Researcher Recognized

Luis Chiappe, adjunct associate professor
of earth sciences and a curator at the
L.A.C. Natural History Museum, was
awarded the Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel
Research award by the Alexander
Humboldt Foundation of Germany. The
award is given to scientists and scholars
from abroad recognized as outstanding
researchers in their fields.

American Physical Society

Hanna Reisler,
Gabilan Chair
and professor of
chemistry, was
awarded the
2005 Herbert P.
Broida prize by
the American
Physical Society.
The award rec-
ognizes
outstanding
experimental advancements in the fields of
atomic and molecular spectroscopy or
chemical physics.

National Science Foundation

Will Berelson, associate professor of 
earth sciences, received funding from the
National Science Foundation to lead a 
collaborative study of new microbial/geo-
chemical phenomena that he discovered in
marine sediments.

Scientific Study of Religion

Professor of Religion Donald Miller was
elected president of the Society for the
Scientific Study of Religion for 2004-2005.

Book Review

Bill Handley’s new collection True West:
Authenticity and the American West was
reviewed in the Los Angeles Times Book
Review. Handley will serve as president of
the Western Studies Association National
Conference in 2005.

International Studies Association

Ann Tickner,
professor of
international
relations, was
elected presi-
dent of the
International
Studies
Association
(ISA) for 2006-
2007.  

American Psychology President

Gerald C. Davison, professor and chair of
psychology, has been named president-
elect of Division 12 of the American
Psychological Association (APA). Division
12 is the APA’s clinical psychology division.
The clinical psychology division of the
APA, known also as the Society of Clinical
Psychology, is the largest organization of
clinical psychologists in the country. 

Parents Award for Teaching

Julie Albright, a lecturer in sociology, was
awarded the first USC Parents Association
Teaching and Mentoring Award.

Hanna Reisler

Student News

Academic Excellence 

USC’s chapter of Alpha Lambda Delta was
awarded a Bronze Award by the National
Council of Alpha Lambda Delta Honor
Society. The Council honors academic
excellence during a student’s first year at
college. In 2003-2004, USC’s chapter saw
an 11 percent increase in membership.

Web site Operator

Toby Scammell, a sophomore internation-
al relations major, was featured in a story in
the Marin Independent Journal about terror-
ism-related financial markets. Scammell
operates a Web site designed to help both
individual and institutional investors “pre-
pare for and respond to the financial
impacts” of terrorist attacks.

Ann Tickner

Alumni News

Teaching Award

The California State University at Los
Angeles Outstanding Teaching Award for
2003-2004 was recently awarded to
Domnita Dumitrescu (M.A., Spanish,
’87; Ph.D., Spanish, ’90). She is a full pro-
fessor of Spanish linguistics at the
institution.

Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow

César López (B.A., Political Science, ’96)
has returned to USC as a Mellon
Postdoctoral Fellow in the program in
American studies and ethnicity.

Ambassadorial
Appointment

Graeme Wilson
(M.A.,
International
Relations, ’81) is
a senior career
officer with
Australia’s
department of
foreign affairs
and trade. He was recently appointed
Australia’s Ambassador to Mexico.

David Prendergast

Michael Preston

Clifford Johnson

Graeme Wilson

Susan Forsburg

Curt Wittig (l) and Bruce E. Koel

Excellence in Teaching

Alison Dundes Renteln, professor of
political science, was awarded the USC
Associates Award for Excellence in
Teaching. Renteln’s latest book, The
Cultural Defense, was also awarded the
Outstanding Academic Title Award by
Choice magazine.

College.Mag.feb2005.f  2/10/05  12:50 PM  Page 22



USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences  23V O L U M E  6  N U M B E R  1 Spring 2005V O L U M E  5  N U M B E R  1

Hawaii long before it was common to see
girls participating in the sport.

Martha Louise Reynolds Maxwell,
long-time teacher, 98

Martha Louise Reynolds Maxwell (B.A.,
Spanish, ’29) died on Oct. 23. Maxwell
taught in Southern California for many
years.

Beulah Evelyn Leigh Effland, academic,
88

Beulah Evelyn Leigh Effland (B.A., ’37)
died on July 9. Effland taught at the
University of Colorado-Denver from 1955
to 1980.

Arnold Y. Claman, attorney, bank vice
president and WWII veteran, 82

Arnold Y. Claman (B.A., English, ’48)
died on Sept. 25. Claman previously
worked as a lawyer and then vice president
of First National Bank, now Citibank, for
20 years. Claman also served as a radio
operator during World War II.

Howard “Rocky” Stone, hearing-
impaired activist and intelligence
agent, 79

An advocate of the hearing-impaired and
a retired Central Intelligence Agency offi-
cer, Howard “Rocky” Stone (B.A.,
International Relations, ’49), died on Aug.
13. Despite severe hearing loss, Stone
worked for over 25 years at the CIA, with
postings in Iran, Pakistan, Vietnam and
Nepal. 

Robert Jenks McNeil, physician, 92

Robert Jenks McNeil (B.S., Business
Administration, ’36) died on Sept. 10.
McNeil had a medical practice in Los
Angeles from 1946-1980 and served as a
member of Project HOPE in Tunisia in
1980. 

Mary “Mimi” Bitzer, philanthropist and
founder of senior citizens center, 66

Mary “Mimi” Bitzer, wife of long-time
USC donor John Bitzer (B.A., Economics,
’61), died on June 19. Bitzer founded a
senior citizens center near Pittsburgh,
which annually serves over 6,000 individu-
als, and was a philanthropist driven by her
desire to aid people on the social and eco-
nomic fringes of society.
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business affairs of the College from 1986-
1994, died Sept. 13. An integral part of the
USC College community, Gerlitz joined
USC staff in 1966 and was instrumental in
the development of the USC College
Thematic Option Program, the university’s
general education honors program. 

Antigone Andrea Ross, linguist, 86

Antigone
Andrea Ross
(B.A., French,
’40) died Sept.
9. While at
USC, Ross was
president of
the French
Honor Society
Pi Delta Phi
and was elect-
ed to Phi Beta
Kappa in her junior year. Ross, whose
maiden name was Peterson, married
Ambassador Claude Ross (B.S.,
International Relations, ’39) shortly after
graduating from USC. She spent 35 years
accompanying her husband while he was
on active duty in the United States
Foreign Service, traveling to the Central
African Republic, Haiti and Tanzania,
where her husband served as a United
States ambassador.  

An accomplished linguist, Ross was flu-
ent in Modern Greek, French, Spanish and
Italian. While living in Washington D.C.,
she was president of the Spanish
Portuguese Study Group and president of
Welcome to Washington International, a
group created to assist newly arrived wives
of foreign diplomats. 

Desmond Paul Dewsnap, writing
teacher at USC, 41

Desmond Paul Dewsnap, a senior lectur-
er in USC College’s writing program, died
on Nov. 5. Desmond was in his sixth year
of teaching upper-division composition at
USC.

Victoria Caveney, property manage-
ment entrepreneur, 60

Real estate entrepreneur Victoria
Caveney (B.A., International Relations)
died on Sept. 23. Caveney owned and
managed the Victoria Hotel, a family
property named for her on Waikiki Beach
in Honolulu. As a young girl she was an
active surfer in Newport Beach and

Obituaries

Mauricio Mazón, Chicano Studies and
Psychohistory Pioneer, 59

Mauricio
Mazón, long-
time USC
College faculty
member and an
early pioneer of
Chicano studies,
died Sept. 4.
Mazón, associate
professor of his-
tory and
American studies
& ethnicity, served three terms as chair of
the history department between 1983 and
2000 and was Vice Provost for Minority
Affairs from 2000 to 2001. In the early
1990s, Mazón helped transform the
American studies program at USC into a
cutting-edge program that included distinct
emphases in Chicano studies, African-
American studies and Asian-American
studies. 

Eugene Gerlitz, Long-time USC College
staff member, 60

Eugene F.
Gerlitz, Jr.,
a long-time
USC
College
staff mem-
ber who
was also
associate
dean of

Mauricio Mazón

Antigone Andrea Ross

Eugene Gerlitz

Letter to the Editor

My name is Contessa (Pacilli)
Palmero and I am an alumnus (B.A.,
’01) of both the international rela-
tions (IR) and political science
departments. I read in a recent issue
of the College magazine that two
wonderful people whom I was very
close to passed away this summer.

William Trusten was my boss for
three years when I was a student
worker and Professor David Andrus
was one of my IR professors whom I
admired greatly. 

When I saw their obituaries side
by side, it reminded of how short
life really is. Both men were not
only my teachers but they were my
friends. I did keep in touch with
them after my graduation but unfor-
tunately was not informed of their
passing until I read the magazine.

I am writing this letter as a trib-
ute to both.  I think I speak for
those who knew them when I say
“cheers” to a wonderful and success-
ful life these men led. I will never
forget them and will always cherish
the times I spent with both.

You both will be missed greatly.

Sincerely,
Contessa (Pacilli) Palmero (B.A., ’01)

Justice Anthony Kennedy of the U.S. Supreme Court (in bow tie) speaks with several 
members of the USC College mock trial team. On October 22, USC’s mock trial team and 
over 900 guests from Southern California’s legal, business and arts communities gathered at
Southwestern Law School to celebrate the completion of the school’s mid-city campus in Los
Angeles. Justice Kennedy gave the keynote address, in which he spoke about the importance
of standing firm on constitutional principles and honoring civil liberties. 

An Evening to Remember 
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At the Intersection of Law and Philosophy
New Center examines legal and moral issues

hat sorts of legal
restrictions should we
have in biomedical
research? What legisla-

tion needs to be promulgated for
environmental preservation? What is
an appropriate use of intervention in
the affairs of other nations, and what
are their moral bases? What consti-
tutes a fair punishment?

Scholars will discuss such legal
and moral issues at the new Center
for Law and Philosophy, an interdis-
ciplinary collaboration between the
USC College of Letters, Arts &
Sciences and the USC Gould School
of Law. This Center will enhance
the interdisciplinary exchange
among philosophers, political theo-
rists, legal theorists and practitioners
who are interested in the intersec-
tion of law and philosophy. 

“We have created an atmosphere
for interdisciplinary dialogue on
legal and moral issues of societal sig-
nificance that need to be addressed
in a principled and effective man-
ner,” says USC College Dean Joseph
Aoun. “Spanning disciplines to focus
on real-world topics is a priority for
the College and the opening of the
Center for Law and Philosophy
expands our expertise in this impor-
tant program. This is the third
exciting joint endeavor between the
College and the Law School.”

The other two partnerships are
the USC Center for Law, History
and Culture, which fosters the study
of law as a historical and cultural
institution, and the Center for Law,
Economics and Organization, a
research center that improves our
understanding of how economics,
law and organizations interact.

The Faculty
Andrei Marmor, who was recruit-

ed last year as a philosophy and law
professor, initiated the Center. He

will co-direct the Center with
Sharon A. Lloyd, a philosophy pro-
fessor in the College.

“The Center really plays to our
strengths here at USC,” says
Marmor, who specializes in legal,
moral and political philosophy. His
writings include discussions about
the nature of law and legal reasoning,
the relations between law and moral-
ity, and the objectivity of values.

Lloyd is a political philosopher
who is interested in questions of
social justice, in “how to organize a
pluralistic society in a way that is
both functional and fair to all of its
members.” She has written exten-
sively on the work of Thomas
Hobbes, who wrote in the 17th cen-
tury during the English Civil War, a
time she refers to as “another period
of crisis where there were a host of
conflicting religious views that need-
ed to be accommodated.”

Presently, there are over a dozen
professors from both schools who are
affiliated with the Center, and their
areas of expertise intersect with legal
philosophy in a variety of places.
Scott Altman, associate dean of the

Law School and Virginia S. and Fred
H. Bice Professor of Law, is an
expert in family law, and his articles
have included such topics as coer-
cion, blackmail and equality norms
in child custody cases. Gideon Yaffe,
an associate professor of philosophy
and law, focuses on the concepts of
free will and responsibility.

“It is no longer feasible to have a
strict division of labor between
philosophers thinking about founda-
tional questions of ethics and values,
and legal theorists thinking within the
confines of law,” explains Lloyd. “It is
just as unfeasible given the moral
importance and the complexities of
the issues that law addresses.

“So we have to become better
educated—philosophers about law
and legal theorists in the foundations
of philosophy—and to learn from
one another. This Center is the way
to do that.”

The Agenda
One of the Center’s primary goals

is to create a joint J.D./Ph.D. in
Philosophy program. Although a
joint master’s program in philosophy

and law is already in place, the
increasingly specialized world of phi-
losophy calls for a joint doctoral
program that is not only time-effec-
tive, but also coherent and
coordinated. 

Also planned are “coffeehouse dis-
cussions,” where students, faculty and
staff in the USC community will talk
about issues of contemporary interest,
such as just war theory and interna-
tional law; distributive justice and the
tax code; and environmental ethics
and environmental law. These “cof-
feehouses” will be held twice a
semester on campus, and will be open
to the university community.

Good Luck or Bad Luck?
In March 2006, the Center will

hold its first conference, “The
Morality of Fortune and Misfortune.”
The four panels will look at how luck
or fate can play a role in moral respon-
sibility—what is distributive justice if
you’re born into wealth and power? Is
it bad luck or the government’s
responsibility if your house is
destroyed in a flood?—by examining
cases in private law as well as in the
attitudes to fate in early modern or
ancient philosophy.

“The Law School is a national
leader in interdisciplinary legal edu-
cation, and the Center for Law and
Philosophy further extends USC’s
ability to examine how the law inter-
sects with and affects other
disciplines,” says Matthew L.
Spitzer, dean and Carl M. Franklin
Professor of Law at the USC Gould
School of Law. “Philosophical and
moral questions are at the heart of
nearly every legal issue. By critically
examining how the law is informed
by philosophical traditions—and vice
versa—I’m certain this Center will
make vital contributions to both
fields.”

—Katherine Yungmee Kim
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