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The Foshay afterschool program dedicated the first four 

Fridays of their Spring semester to cultivate a garden. With 

the guidance of Lauren Middleton, the fourth and fifth 

graders planted their first water-wise garden. Five succulents 

were planted and are maintained by USC Readers and 

students. The Foshay kids were briefed on how plans thrive, 

how the environment is involved, and what it means to be 

water-wise. The Foshay garden is located in the Village 

where all the elementary grades can visit and check on the 

garden. 

At the conclusion of both the Fall and Spring semesters, the Foshay 

afterschool  program puts on a performance for parents and teachers. 

The Fall consists of an original holiday performance, and in the 

Spring a talent show is coordinated. The students take only two 

weeks to prepare for their performances. Our holiday performances 

have ranged from fully scripted plays in which students memorized 

lines, to small groups singing and dancing to a holiday jingle.  
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Coord i na t or :  Er ica Edwards Ass i s t ant : Stacey Ch i u & Jacki e Tobi n 

“Don’t blow it-good 
planets are hard to 

find.” 

- Time Magazine 
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Coordinator:  Julia Payson Assistant: Jacqueline Derian 
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There are very few jobs that truly have the ability to change your life and shape your future 
aspirations and goals. USC ReadersPlus is one such program. When I first came to USC, I declared 
Political Science as my major; however I quickly realized that my true passion involved reforming 
policies rather than defending them. As I worked at  USC ReadersPlus, I learned about the drastic 

inequities that exist in public education and the lack of basic skills such as reading and math 
amongst elementary school kids. Quality education is a right for every student and I have now 

dedicated my career to the field of education policy to ensure equal opportunities for all.  I see new 
opportunities for these children arise everyday through the work done by USC ReadersPlus staff. 
They are the vehicle of change and equality in this organization. The coordinators and assistants 

play an integral role in connecting with children and organizing both the one-on-one and afterschool 
programs. Readers inspire students through mentorship and individualized assistance while 

simultaneously establishing strong bonds of friendship and support. This year, the office staff 
drastically changed the program through the implementation of electronic and organized math/

reading resources for each specific grade level which not only assist readers in more individualized 
sessions but also build the foundation of the program. While math and reading concepts come easy 

to many of us, it is our responsibility to pass on those skills and assist those who will ultimately 
influence the future of our country.  As I wrap up my last newsletter, I want to end by saying thank 

you to USC ReadersPlus for igniting a passion in me and for tirelessly fighting for the academic 
success of students throughout Los Angeles. 
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