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1 would like to personally thank everyone
who has worked so hard to make the beginning of
the 2005-06 academic year such a great
success—tutors, coordinators, program office staff,
and school staff alike. USC ReadersPlus is a
signature program here at USC because
of the meaningful work that we all commit to
together.

Thanks for a great semester, and let’s look
forward to the beginning of yet another great year

From the Director:
A Great Beginning

This fall semester has brought many new faces
to the USC ReadersPlus program as well as some new
“partner programs” . We have introduced three new
coordinators—at Weemes, 32nd Street, and Norwood,
44 new Readers and Math Mentors, and 2 new
graduate students to our office to coordinate new
programs—Literacy One and the African American
Millenium Foundation Pen PalProgram. In addition,

we are working with a new principal at Norwood in 2006!
Elementary this year — Francis Goldman.

Though new to her role as school principal, Ms. | | Peaceful Holidays -
Goldman is not new to USC ReadersPlus. In 1997, the | | Tina

program’s inaugural year, she was a teacher at
Norwood and worked closely with our first cadre of
USC Readers. Congratulations on your new position,
Ms.Goldman, and thanks for your continued support!
Looking Ahead

We are presently in the process of collecting
and compiling our student assessment data to help
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105 Say e Damdest Thines..

Here are your vesponses for some of the funniest things your stadents have said to you!

I have to finish my homework so | can go o
soul clreus?”

Friend says "You’ve been saying that all
day!”’

-5th graders, Foshay

"WHyY didN'T you put your coNtactS iN today?P”, WheN [
SHoWed yp to WK WedliNg gLasses,
- JeNN

M°°JH, WeenmeS
“Do you know how to dance?”

“Yeah, | have all the moves!"
- Casey McAldruff, Norwood

2Nd @rader: Do you Have 3 boyTieNd?

Readel: YeS,

2Nd @rader: DoeS He Have 3 figHt car?® WHered you
get HM atP Did you Wait tiLL you Wele Lig aNd SMart
aNd tHeN youU cHoSe HiM?

- [LKa TurcioS, WeeneS

KiNdergartNer poiNtiNg to a pLUSH coW- SHe TubS Hel belly and

Says, "MMMMM, carNe asadal”,
- Pattie GoNzaLez, VerMoNt

GRADS MY CELL PHONE AND SAavS "NOL
TOWD YOU NOT TO CALL ME.. | WILL CALL
YOU LATER... wOU MONKEv!"

-4TH GRADER, TOSHAY

One time we were playing Scrabble and one student was writing the names of
the players down. He wrote down USC for me because he didn't know my name
and | was wearing a USC shirt.

- Fmanuel Meza, Norwood

"Do you want a burrito?”, as he pulls 4 sguishy
burritos out of his pant pockets. | guess they
had burritos for lunch that day.

- Maria Spinozzi, Vermont

KiNdergarteNer: [ Have a peNguiN.

Reader: WHat'S HiS NaMe?

KiNdergarteNer: [t'S a gL, Her NaMe iS BalLeliNa.
- Jezreel CHarLeS, WeeMes

YOU'RE IN COLLEGE, BUT FAA WAY SMARTER
THAN YOU.
- LAUREN LUSKEY, 32ND STREET

Third Grader: Do you have any kids?

Reader: No, | don't.

Third Grader: Are you married?

Reader: I'm not martied.

Third Grader: Well, you should hurry up and get married because
you're getting old!

- Chelsey Rask, Norwood

| aSKed @ KiNdergarteNer Weat SHe WaNted to be WHeN SHe grew
Up. SHe Said "A ModeL, 3 SiNger, a daNcel, aNd @ poLiceWoMaN"
to WHicH [ aSKed Her WretHel SHe Migt Not Have eNoUgH tiMe
to Have ¥ LS. SHe eXpLaiNed tHat Wer MoM Wodld Write Her 3
Note SO SHe c¢oyLd be AL oF tHeM. - FioNa BLack,
FoSHay

"you ¢ouLd buy @ tuXedo FOr wurselF aNd one For Me aNd We
couLd be ON 3 datel”
- MaureeN QShOrNe, VerMoNt



The Newest AQiONS £2 Qur Redders Ky
Wlleriam Ben Pl brapct & Literacy One

COORDINATOR: JOMELINE BATALAYO

COORDINATOR: SONJA LOFEZ

The USC African Millennium Pen Pal Priject includes
sludenis from Foshay Learning Center, 32nd Sireet School,
Manual Aris High School, and ihe College Readiness Academy
who all persevere 1o prepare for ihe new SAT.

They engage in wriling lessons otfered by ihe Pen Pal
instructor and they collaborate in various literacy group
aclivilies. During each meeling, ihe siudenis are iniroduced 1o
vocabulary words 1hat are likely 1o appear on ihe SAT, and
ihey are asked 1o use ihese words in their wriling samples, as
well as in collaboraiive group efforis. Moreover, ihe sludenis
are 1aught to improve iheir grammar, weiling siruciure, and
crilical 1hinking skills 1hrough autheniic literacy evenis.

{n addiiion, 1he Pen Pal pariicipanis have successiully
communicated with iheir pen pals in Souih Africa. They have
all been enlightened about South African culiure and have
helped 1o motivate and inspire siudenis in Souih Aftica to
achieve academically.

Literacy One is an Engiish as a Second Language program
that foeuses on improving reading readiness, voeabulary, soeial
tiueney and phonemie awareness for non-naiive English speaking
kindergarfeners. The USC ReadersPlus program is now
adminisfering the program, working with feachers and students af
Norwood, Weemes and Vermont Elementary Schools.

Liferaey One is a highly inferactive, kinesthetic and faclile
student-cenfered program, which augments and supporfs the
mandated Open Courf reading eurricuium and sivives fo elose the
gap between this preseribed curriculum and Engiish fanguage
learners. Ten fo fwelve sfudents are served af each of our schools
based on feacher referral and parent permission and orienfaiion.

After school sessions fake place af each school for 90
minutes, fwice a week, af no cosf fo parents. Each elassroom is
staffed with one credentialed, experienced kindergarfen feacher
and one feaching assistant, an experienced USC Reader.



Puaszzon Ganvome

This semester, the office staff
hosted a pumpkin carving
party at the JEP house! This
was a great way for staff from
different sites to get to know
each other while showing their
Halloween spirit.

CLOCKWiSe FroM top: Lia EVaNS, Daisy Ortiz,
Readers and Math Mentors CHI'S JoNeS, aNd JacKie GUraNy Have SoMe

came, socialized, and carved!  Ha.LoWeeN FuNl

SHAUNA
NEWMAN, OF
WEEMES, HOLDS
HER
AWARD-WINNING
PUMPKINI

Thanks for joining us at our
Holiday Celebration!

GOOD LUCK ON FINALS!

TAANKS FOR A GREAT SENESTER!!



Meet 5owe ol Ous 7eaders and Marh Merkors!

VERMONT: Matia Spinozzi

Mzjor/Minor: Aerospace Engineering / Planning and
Development

Years as a Reader: 4th year, minus ohe semester
Best Session You've Had With A Student: We read
Balloon Farm by Harvey Potter. My student liked it so
much she wanted to make her own farm, so we made
a book farm. | was really surprised that she
remembered all the books she had read with me.
Favorite Children's Book: There's a Monster at the End
of this Book. It's cute, and fun to see if the kids can
guess who the monster at the end of the book is.

FOSHAY: Fiona Black

Mzjor: Screenwriting

Years as a Reader: 1

Something You Want People To Know About You: |
lived in England before moving to 8an Diego.

Best Session You've Had With A Student: | was with
this really quiet Kindergartner who has a lot of
difficulty with the English language. We were doing an
activity where | traced his body on construction paper
and then he drew clothes on himself and named his
head, legs, and arms ete. | cut it out and held it up to
him and the biggest smile spread across his face. |
folded it up and gave it to him and knew he was really
happy for the first time.

NORWOOD: Chris Jones

Mzjor/Minot: Sociology/International Relations

Years as a Reader: 1 semester

Something You Want People To Know About You: |
dropped out of high school with a GPD of 0.93 and
made it to USC. Fight on!!!

Best Session You've Had With A Student: Helping my
student who knows English as a second language
enter the reading/writing contest.

B2ND STREET: Lauren Luskey

Majors: Public Relations/Religion

Years as a Reader: 1/2 (| started this Fall)

Something You Want People To Know About You:

I'm from Texas and my dad owns a western store, but
I don't have an accent or dress like a cowboy.

Best Session You've Had With A Student: | taught a
main idea lesson that | wrote on my favorite
Halloween book, The Hallo-weiner, and we decorated
masks 1o go along with the story. It was great to see
my students erjoy and learn from a lesson | created,
and | loved sharing one of my favorite stories with
them.

WEEMES: Jehn Moody

Major/Minor: Psychology: Business/Religion minors
Years as a Reader: 3 years

Best Session You've Had With A Student: When a
student remembered the first four letters of the
alphabet and the sounds that they make. We'd been
working on them for about 4 weeks and it was good
to see that he'd made progress.

Favorite Children's Book: Alexander amd the Tetrible,
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day because my mom
used to read it to me and my brothers all the time
and we would all chime in and say the line “terrible,

hotrible, no good, very bad day" every time it
appeared in the book.

“.m:.




WEBSITES FOR MORE ACTIVITIES

1. <www.cliontheweb.org>

This website is for a children’s literature project. It gives a blueprint for literacy
and lots of activities. You can explore model classrooms to see activities in
action.

- contributed by Delia Raab-Snyder, Vermont

2. <www.scholastic.com>

This website contains a plethora of activities for several grade levels. After
choosing a grade the website allows you to choose subjects and a skill. For
each skill you chose, there are interactive online activities and lesson plans, as
well as whole themed units {good for After Schooll).

- contributed by Jordan Rice, 32nd Street

3. <www.lessonsplanpage.com>

This website has a |0|rge variety of acfivities for different grade levels, and
especially for elementary school students. It has a lot of science, technology,
and math lessons, in addition to reading.

- contributed by Alexi Coppinger and Melanie Abnoosian, 32nd Street

4. <www.1eachingidec|s.co.uk./ eng|is|'|/ conients_him>

This site offers many creative reading ideas and activities for different ages, as
well as activities in different subjecis. It includes a list of recommended books,
as well.

- contributed by Stephanie Margolin, Vermont

5. <www.edure|:.org/ ogi-bin/ prinﬂessons.cgi/\' irtual /Lessons/ Mathematics/
Applied_Math/APM0203 himl>

This is a website about applied math so thet children can see the real world
applications of mathematics. It can make math more tangible and the plans
seem fo be very thought out and well done.

- contributed by Melissa Shimizu, Vermont

é. <th:/ [www.usc.edu/ depi/ LAS/ |ep/ readers/ clcﬁviiyres.him>
This is the actual website for USC ReadersPlus and contains activities submitted
by Readers and Math Mentors. This is a great space for anyone looking for

quality session activifies that don’t need to be modified!
- contributed by the Office staff, Readers Office



Math + Fairy Tales

FOR ANY FAIRY TALE:

After reading the standard version of any fairy tale, ask the student to
revise their favorite fairy or folk tale to include numerical information. This
new version of the tale can be used as a source for generating story
problems.

Directions:

1. Pick a favorite fairy tale or folk tale. Read the tale you have chosen.
2. Rewrite the tale by adding numerical information

3. Write five story questions that someone else could answer using the
added information based on their grade level and experience.

Example for Goldilocks and the Three Bears:

The Bear family has three boy bears. The oldest, Bernard, is 16 years old.
The youngest, Bobby is 7 years old. The middle bear is named Barry.

The bears live with Mama and Papa Bear in a house in the woods. They
have 2 dogs and a cat.

Humans loved to bother the Bear family, and they would come to fry and
sell them things like magazines and automatic wood choppers, which are
very useful in a forest.

One day, Papa Bear said, “That's enough! That one human, Bob, came
every day last week! We are going on a vacation!”.

Sample Questions:

1. If Barry is 2 years younger than Bernard and 2 times as old as Bobby,

how old is he?

2. How many animals total (including the Bears) live in the Bear

household?

3. If Bob visited the Bear family everyday last week, how many visits did he
make to the Bears’ home?




fMath + Fairy Ta

General Activity

Help Mr. Wolf find out how many pigs are in each house - This covers
subtraction facts through 18 and motivates the student to do the facts.

For any Fairy Tale:

Ask the students to revise their favorite fairy or folk tale to include
numerical information. This new version of the tale can be used as a
source for generating story problems.

Directions:

1.

2.

3.

Compose word problems suitable for their level, using the fairy tale theme...(i.e.If Snow
White and 5 Dwarfs took a nap, how many dwarfs would be awake?)

Practice Telling Time with Cinderella - Is an activity the moftivates the
student to help Cinderella place the correct time onto each clock.

Cinderella:



